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PREFACE. 



Ill"'" »i 



Through the columns of the Press^ a lai*go 
number of the following Letters and Meditations 
lias met the eye of the intelligent reader^ in detached 
pieces ; and from the flattering reception given^ 
and the favorable opinions expressed relative to 
them^ I have been encouraged to condense and 
present them^ in the form of a Volume^ to the Re- 
ligious and Moral community. 

1 have been long impressed with the belief^ 
that it is the duty of members as well as ministers 
to do all the good they can for God's cause ; and 
the only apology I have to offer for this intrusion 
on the notice of the public^ is a desire to accom- 
plish that object^ as far as my limited means and 
capacity will allow-me; and if I could persuade 
myself that my feeble effort at composition has 
convinced^ or may yet convince and turn one im- 
mortal soul from the error of his ways', I should 
rejoice in the reflection, and earnestly pray for 
more of tlie Divine aid to build up, with others, 
the Church of Christ. 

That the work has many defects, is obvious ; 
hnt when it is known that I lay no claims to col- 
legiate proficiency, nor the profundity of a scholar, 
I hope a Christian community will throw the veil 
of charity t>ver such defects and imperfections as 
are discoverable, and peruse the work (particu- 
larly those parts which relate to God, Christ and 
Jleligion) with some share of profit and edification. 
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LETTER U 



JoNi, 1834^ 

» 

You^r long and uhusuhI silenee, my dear Graves, has 
^iv«n ijirth to a variety of speculations, which have un- 
courteously intruded themselves upon me, and which I 
Hnd rather difficult to remove or supplant for others more 
confrenial to my feelings and nature, ' '■ » 

If I am permitted to assign the cause or causes CMit o^f 
wliieh your silence has grown, I might attribute it to a 
peculiar distaste for composition, Which you have occa- 
sionally avowed, or it might be in consequence- of an 
accumulation of profiesssional engagementa, which I rea- 
dily admit you are bound torattend to under any eircum- 
stance* coming witbjn your control. • 

It cani^ot be that absence^ like the withering hand of 
time, has erased every recollection of Ibrnxer fnendship 
' and kind feelings, and has engendereii a cold indifference 
in the heart of my fr4end, which was. once warm and gen- 
erous^ and which glowed with that manly benevolence 
which exalts the human min4 and elevates it beyond the 
reach of mean and selfish oonsiderations. . 

I cannot indulge the idle thought, that days of absence, 
however long and dreary, could change your eoulrse, dic- 
tated by 4^ sound an4 discriminating mind^or.that it could 
influence you to act cold and in^ifierent ta him or them 
whom yeu might deem wortiiy oX your confidence and 
esteem. 
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Doubtleffl you have a distinct recollection of the time 
vfhtn it yftiSyour prerogative to edify and instruct^ and 
mine to pleade and amuse, during the hours of recreation 
from business, which we then called our own. It vra^ 
then that we shared largely in a friendship, mutual in its 
kind, which none fi^el or cherish 1>ut those whose hearts 
are susceptible of its influence ; and although we are at 
this time separated by some hundreds of miles, perhaps 
never to meet again, yet nay that true friendship for one 
another never lose its virtue, nor become lost among the 
shades of forgetfulness, but remain warm and lively, so 
long as we are permitted by our Creator to breathe the 
vital air of heaven. 

You mty be more or less surprised, when I inform 
you that a great and wonderful change has been wrought 
in me during the past three years. I am not now (as re- 
gards certain matters^ the man I waB when we were as- 
sociated together: Then I was fond of the pleasures and 
amuiiements of unsubstantial time, and would, when an 
opportunity presented itself, participate in all \.\\e fashion- 
able kinds of dissipation practised in that day. I was a 
man of^he world, and bestowed but few thoughts on the 
consequenoes resulting from aeourse so hurtful and per- 

Yon may, with much propriety, ask the question, what 
great or nsarvellcfUs change has been wrought in me ? — 
If yoa are Bolieitotts to kiiow^ I will tell you. 

•I have abandoned my former 4oose and sinful habits of 
life. The b€M^room ^n^ genteel card parties' cease to 
be pleasant and fascinating: I have n^to no taste nor 
relish foramuaements of any kind ; they have long since 
been buried in the grave of forgetful ness — never, I hope, 
to be dMnierredf to pollute and corrode my soul in this, 
and jeopard its happiness in a future state of existence. 
I am at this time striving to foHOw in the train of plea- 
sures more congenial with the principles and character 
of 9Xk' Bvangetteal Christian. I have embraced the Re- 
ligion of the vBtble, and have enjoyed the comforts and 
pleasures of the New Birth, and hope to die a loy^l sub- 
ject of Heaven's King, withiil the pales of the M. E. 
Church, of which I ^m^now an humble member. 



You m^Yf ifc« mai^. oUiers-do, dovbi the retXiiy of my 

fireteotion9, and enquire, how do I know thtt a ahange 
rom had to good has b«ea effected in me ? Not douht* 
ing but you are a. believer m tha truths of Ghriatiamtyj I 
will simply answer your enquiiy by referring you^ta the 
New Testamenty more particularly for incontrorcrtible 
evidenise, as thai part of God's revealed will 4e man in- 
forms us of our. duty to Af^, as x>ur Creater^and our 
fellow-men as brgthrea of the same faitoilyv It informs 
31S of the way and manner we.are to pbtaih pardon for the 
sins of the ilesh ; it pecsiiades and. threatens, and declares 
most emphatically that without, repentance no son of fal- 
len Adam can be saved. In the .volume of nature we 
have a variety of beauties unfolded to our view, but, my 
friend, they will bear no .comparison with those to be 
found in the Bible, the volume of Revelation. In the 
first, we behold with our natural eyes the wisdom and 
power of the great Jehovah. I« the second, we are clearly 
taught the plan which he devised in the councils of infL- 
nite wisdom to restore fallen, helpless and degraded man 
to his love and favor. * ^^ It was great to speak a world 
from nought, but ^eateV to redeem,'^- is the language of 
inspiration. Yes, we have been redeemed, not with cor- 
ruptible things, such as silver and gold, nor by the for- 
feiture of an Angel's life, but by the shedding of a Sa- 
viour's blood, through whom we Irve, move and have 
our oontinual beings These things^are of vast importance, 
and should hav€^ great weight on your mind ; they should 
urge you to prepare for th)e hour of death, who, in hrs 
appointed time, will come, and let me impress it upon 
you, that whether yoii-may be ready for his reception or 
not, his errand must be performed ; and happy, thrice 
happy are they who cait meet him without fear of dread. 
Permit me, my friend, to assure you that there is a reality 
in Religion, which 3rou may Hue Without while on earth, 
but you nor no other of Adam's posterity ean die without 
it, and secure a hap^y iimnortality. Suffer me toimpress 
upon your mind the neeessity of giving the/Word of God 
a careful perusal. It'is able to make you wise and good, 
and from its sacred pages you will receive such instruc-^ 
tion. as wili assist you in discharging every duty and 6h^ 
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UgatioB you owe him. Be alive to your eter^ial interest ; 
** seek first the kingdom of God and bis rigbteoosnes^," 
and as you hav« temporal blessings pledged, you will 
most assuredly receive them as you require. 

I would not have addressed you with such earnestness, 
if I did not believe that your heart is open to eonviction. 
I might notliave troubled you with this cotnmutiicfttion, 
if I were not assured that you have known the impor- 
tance of being reconciled ta trod. Will you not shake 
off the yoke of bondage, and be-^inade free from' sin by 
and through the blood- of the cross? Are you willing 
to risk your salvation by a course of rebellion ? Repent, 
X pny yau, while you have timO) or the door of mercy 
will be forevl&r elosed against you. 

Your friend, unalterably. . " 



LETTER Ilf 



July, IBZi, 

In consequerM^ of the regard.and esteem which I have 
long cherished for my iair .young frieyid and her amiaiiie 
family, in connection with that unbroken friendship which 
has from our earliest reeoHeetion existed between t/«, 
re^rdless of other incentives, ( hopoa bare apology will 
suffice, and act as a palliation for this introsion upon your 
time, and niost probably your patience, in the perusal of 
this letter, the contents of which, I flatter myself, wi^l jie 
congenial to your present state of mind and feelings. 

It I know my heart and the relation in which I stand 
to my fellow travellers to eternity, I felt deep regret in 
learning from your own lips that you had back-sTidden, 
or in other words, iiad wandered from the good old paths 
of righteousness, had grieved the Spirit of God by par- 
ticipating in the ^ay amusements of a giddy world, which 
my fair friend will unhesitatiBgly acknowledge, on mu- 
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ture reflection, t6 be incompatible with the Gospel of 
Christ, hostile to every principle of pure Christianity, 
and destructire to the soul. 

I have been informedj however, with son\e degree of 
pleasure, that yon are earnestly eficteavoring to gain what 
you have lost, and as a wandering sheep> to be brought 
back to the fold of Christ, and again' received into hia 
holy family. Most cordially. would I congratulate you 
on the victory you would athi^ve over the njo^t invete- 
rate enemy of your soul, if an object pf such vital impor- 
tance could be accomplished,. Mosi sincerely woijld I 
join, you and your Religious friends i|a ascribing praise to 
God, if you could again be reclaimed, and agam rejoice 
in his free and unlimited grace. 

You havfs thesame^privileges now as you e^er had— 
the same invitations to apprdach the mercy^s seat as for- 
merly, and to assist yo.u to retrace your steps, suffer me 
to urge you to an unshaken reliance on God's promises, 
which are to the wounded and. sin-sick soul, as food is to 
th© mortal body. . - . . 

His Holy Word invites, encourages and persuades the 
wanderer from his paths. to return and enjoy the samja 
blessings which werejorfdted byJiLs ftgestacyi YCg^ 
l^y-goi^e d&ys participated in those blessings and enjoy- 
menta^ .They -will again be yours, if you ask, seek and 
implore hia mercy with a believing heart.' J)o notsufler 
your mind, to be disturbed by the opinions of this or that 
individual touching Religion or any other subject^ if 
thoifte opinions are not ia accordance witli . your own.-:— 
The J?}^/^ is your guide and inftruc tor ; peruse it often 
and attentively, and as you perform that duty, pray that 
your mind.m^y be .enjightencid^ypur understan<Iing 
quickened, your sins pardoned^ and. you blessed with 
showers. ^ love.fram the Immediate presence of Jehovah. 
Make fre^quent visi^ ^ your clos,et,pray often an4 much, 
for by it you willandmust finally conquer and bear down 
all opposition in your march to Heaveu. Do noty I her 
aeech you, distrust your gracious Saviour. ." His pro- 
mises are rich as heavenly love can make them ; they are 
Sisfirm as eternal trut^ ean fix th9m,^ad as sure and as 
free as fallen man can wish them." The volume of 
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Diyiae Revelation informs u« that by grace W6 tre sarecf j 
througbybf'M, which is the gift.of God. Hence, in your 
devotional exercisef , pray for a saving faith in his pro- 
mises, and for grace to resist and finally defeat Satan* x n 
his attempts to seduce y otu from the paths of righteousness. 
Do not suffer the important fact to be erased from your 
memory, that Jehovah's love for you has neither been 
decreased nor lessened ; the same virtue in the Saviour's 
blood exists now^ as in days* when h^ smiled upon and 
called you his. Then fle<e once more.to the blood-stained 
Cross, wrestle 'as Jacob did, and declare as he did, ^ I 
will not let thee go. Oh f Lord, until thou bless and as- 
sure me by thy Spirit^ that thou hast pardoned my sitis, 
and ugain made me an heir of Heaven." Think, I pray 

Jon, thinK of the awfUl situation of the back-sUder. On 
beligious subjects, I advise you to discuss freely^ but 
dispassianatelyj and studiotnly avoid controversy, which 
somewhat bewilders the mind, blunts the edge of bro- 
therly love, and elidangers our peace and quietude. I 
write and Advise from experience^ having had my heart 
made glad under the Divine influence of God's Spirit, 
jaitd then depressed ^d made sad by the assaults and 

t?:pptstiC!!5 of Sftten|.bat by Bis grace I^m now, what I 

hope I shall everTj^, the son of his adoption. 

Persevere my ypung friend, do not deapond, your con- 
test with the Tempter may be long and severe, but keep 
the summit of Calvary always In view, and by consUnt 
praiyer and aut)plication, you will doubtless regain the 
treasure you have lost, be again restored to the favor of 
God, and made to rejoice in his love. In conclusion, I 
beg leave to invoke abundant blessings on you and' those 
to whpm jrou are connected. May you live the residue 
of your days, free from the pollution of youriialure; 
may you live with, and have at all times a conscience 
void of offence toward God and' men, and when you are 
called upon to exchange YiVn* fof eternity , may you as- 
cend to heaven to rest in the bosom of your God in 
peace, and undisturbed reposc^jbrever— 

Young firienJ, your Saviour lore, esteems- 
ilia praiM ahould be your conitant themei 
While in t)^ QetH 7«a lite \ 



u 

Abbor the crinMi deiait the tin, 

yriiicli rabbed yon of that pMce wilhid« . 

Which Bona but God can gifo. 
If o moro tfABBgraaa, no mora foiadta, 
Tho poth of l^Btht hot avar taka, 

Sweet council from hia word-* 
TViU lead joH op to heavon nnd bliaa^ 
Where he wiil clnim and own yon hioy 
. The Hciy one, jour Load. 

Your friend^ siiiocrely. 



LETTER III. 

r 

JULT, 1834. 

To a Clergynum. 
Ret. and Dbah Sib : — It k not within the power ot 
language to expreis the pleasure and delight I felt on the 
perusal of your friendly letter of the 10th insti and now* 
w\\h equal pleasure, devote a few momenta of leisure 
in giving it an answer; Until its reception, how- 
ever, I was ruminating in my nrind, the probable cause 
of your silence, and was about to pass on you what I 
conceived to be a just sentene* far the crime of forgetr 
fulness, or a want of good faith in complying with your 
proniise, but after perusing its contents, all blame is re- 
moved, and must yield to circumstances over which you 
lad no control. When I consider the grounds on which 
ve have stood for. the past twenty -yeam, I conceive it 
)nly necessary taremjoJi:, that no change in situation or, 
tircumstances could iniuce me to view you in any other 
ight, but that of A devoted friend. This, with some 
ither letters which you have at various periods favored 
ne with, breaAes the kind and benevolent feelings of 
four heart, and I should deferve td be branded with 
very vile epithet, if I could,' even for >a mo- 
nent, questioijt. your repeated declarations of friendship, 
w doubt their sincerity. . There are some people ^ the 



world, (but I hope for ^ the honor, of humaa nature the 
number is but small,) who preteiicL to doubt Hie reality ol 
true friendship, and in irindication df this absurd princi- 
ple, unblushingly assert that the human heart is too fluctu- 
ating, yisionarj and i^nstabltt to cherish this pr-^iny other 
virtue which eJevatesL human natuce, thereby -drawing 
no distinction between Virtue br vicfe, between what are 
amiable and prais e^wofCfay, and what may be viewed as 
objectionable in the character of man. 

The interesting history of Daf9U)n and Pythias j the 
former of whom was coudemped. to death by the Syra- 
eusian Tyrant, is demonstrative that unfeigned 9.nd last- 
ing friendship can live and be nurtured in the breasts of 
the virtiTbus and th^ good^.and when brought to bear up- 
on the minds of its possessors, a lustre of the most bril- 
liant hue ifi shed around them, which the tongue of envy 
and malice, c^n never tarnish. 

The beauty and excellency of this virtue, (if indeed it 
may be called so,) When duly appreciated, has a tenden- 
cy driroftening the adamlintine heart, and woos the fierce- 
ness andsavage nature of the iion, into the meekness of 
the innocent lamb. Misanthropy is compelled to ac- 
krtbWtedge its superiority over every sordid considera- 
tion, and selfishness is forced to sUccuitob to its bewitch- 
ing infiuence. In your remarks oii general topics, you 
evdtr^ed (^n Causes' and JSffeciSy dnd expressed a wish 
to know my yiews opon thtjm. I i^gret 'my inability 
to do justice^ td the subject,* bat will attempt an exposi- 
tion of them, and will leave my '^ Reverent! friend to 
judge of, aiid decide fipon it's tm^its or clehierits. It is 
evident from eVfery incident of life, that no cause can ex- 
istrWithout producing its efiFect/ neither can there' be an 
effect without a uause. When death enters into our fam- 
ilteSj when calamities of one sort or t)ther befall^ and 
troubles harass us, we hatirrally/and afis by instinct^ en 
quirfeinto the cause or causes producing sucK effects 
whicb^are -in' thieir operations, either limited or general 
These enquiries, let it be recollected, very often fait to 
satiiify liic mind's soli<Jhude, t6 ascertain the source from 
when<ic they spring. It 'may be mptid, they ^re some- 
times made forthepurpose'of gratifying the risstless de- 
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sires of the heart in her search after some point of inves- 
tigation into these mysterious matters, and when it is 
made, we find our hopes to gain the object prostrated, 
and oiH* peace and comfort, in consequence of the fieiilure, 
materially disturbed. To an understanding clear and 
perceptive, to a mind enlightened by Christianity, and 
well disciplined in the school of. rational philosophy, no 
difficulty can arise in giving these enquiries their proper 
answers. ' 

We need not dive into at\y of the abstruse sciences, to 
discover tfcfB why and the wherefore, which gave birth 
to these astounding changes in our temporal affairs, we 
need not search the records of philosophy and learned 
men to form correct opinions, and draw plausible infer- 
ences relative to these vicissitudes of fortune and individ- 
ual bereavements. We have only to cast our eyes on 
the fact which proves itself iti every word and deed, that 
siriy original and active, is the permanent and only cause 
of all our calamities, and while we remain strangers to 
the divine influence of Religion, and that covenant of 
grace which will rescue the sinner from impending ruin, 
we are apt to throw out complaint, and presume to charge 
God with being the author of all our miseries* We lose 
sight of the real and true cause, and cast the blame of 
the effects on Him, who made us to live happy in the en- 
joyment of those blessings which we are daily and hour^ 
ly receiving from him. The multiplied losses and ca- 
lamities which we have to grapple with, may be justly 
imputed to our repeated violations of the laws of Heaven. 
When human laws are violated, the transgressors are pun- 
ished with severity, which sometimes extends to the for- 
feiture of their lives. Is it then reasonable to suppose, 
that the violaters of the divine law will escape punish- 
ment ? I trow not. When diviner punii^hment is in- 
flicted, the guilty only suffer, and their guilt id the im- 
mediate cause of their punishment, which is the effect of 
their guilt, so with human laws as just stated, when a 
man violates them, he is arraigned at 4he bar of public 
justice to answer the charge, it then foltews that th^ vi- 
olation is the cause, and the punishment which he may 
receive, is the effect of that violation. It would lie as 

B 
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eontradictoty to reason and good sen^e, to suppose thai 
a cause could exist without producilig its concomitant ef- 
fects, as it would be to believe that a piece of iron made 
red hot and applied to any part of the body, would nat 
burn or produce pain. Causes may be viewed as distinct 
from efiiects, yet so close is the contiexion between then^, 
that the one cannot exist without the other. When a 
cause is removed, the efiect incidental thereto ceases to 
injure, as with the sinner^ who on receiving a pardon 
for his sins, ia thereby made a new creature^ is born of 
God, the efiect therefore ceases to contaminate, in conse- 
quence of the caufie being removed. , On the subject of 
National sins, I am of the opinion that but one opinion 
prevails among Christians. 

When a Nation sins, she is frequently punished with 
war, pestilence and famine, and. in the event of either, 
the innocent, must suffer with the guilty, and fall beneath 
the general ruin. , . ' - 

Solomon says, righteousness exal(eth a Nation, but sin^ 
(meaning I presume. National sin) is a reproach to any peo- 
,ple, aud this sin is the introduction of avarice^ luani7\y 
and pridtj with a total iodifiei^ence to Religion and di- 
vine things, which have brought nations to the verge of 
ruin, and exterrainjlted others from the earth. 

There can be not a shadow of doubt in the minds of 
all who seriously reflect upon these subjects, that wars 
and national calamities may be traced to some one, or all 
^f these sins I hav6 enumerated, and I very much fear 
our oton beloved country is gradually sliding into, them, 
and unless rescued by an arm more potent than any we 
can stretch out in its defence, we may share the same fate 
with those nations who have long since sunk into the grave 
of oblivion and forgetful ness. When Kings and Rulers 
become corrupt and wicked, there is great danger to ap- 
prehend that the people will follow in their train ; influ- 
ence and example have an astonishing effect of sowing 
the seeds of vice and immorality, and before^ they are 
made sensible of their danger, the ^overnec/ are as much 
polluted and ingulphed in sin as those who govern them. 
This fact, though a lamentable one, is nevertheless true, 
and could be substantiated by the recital of numerous in« 
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stances, but suffice it to say, that //« whd rules the destU 
nie« of mortals, in virtue of the claim he has upon us by 
creation and redemption, demands an unequivocal obedi- 
ence to his laws, and attaches a heavy penalty to the vi- 
olation of any of them. 

1 concur with you in opinion, that professors of Reli- 
gion shduld be extremely eautious in their intermeddling 
with politics. 

When they enter on the political theatre, a wide field 
is immediately opened for temptations to assail them, a 
portion of them -become advocates of this or that party, 
and in their disputations about- men and measures, they 
forget the responsible stations they occupy in the Church 
to v^hich they may belong. ' Their minds are made irri- 
table, their tempers and dispositions soured, and while 
under the influence of these passions, they are 3tpt to min- 
gle their voices with others in impugning the views and 
motives of their oppopents. Many years since, I knew 
a gentleman who made a profession of Religion, and for 
some time he appeared to run the gospel race with peace, 
and evinced by his general demeanor, that his profession 
was sincere. He doubtless felt the joys ofthe new birth ^ 
and knew the difference between the sinner and the saint,' 
but from some cause known only to himself, he entered 
into the political field, and was soon deeply immersed in 
the politics of the day. It was soon made apparent, that 
his new sphere of life would be vastly more injurious 
than beneficial to his spiritual welfare, temptations of va- 
rious kinds were thrown in his path, which he could not 
or would not resist. His first love gradually cooled, 
and he is again a man of the world. 

This one instance alone, shows the great danger which 
attends the Christian in becoming a politician. The ex- 
j^criment is a very hazardous one, and will require every 
atom of grace to prevent a shipwreck, the effect of which 
will render it doubly difficult to^repair damages and se- 
cure a safe harbor, where his soul may rest ip peace and 
safety. Various are the means used by Satan to ensnaro 
the Christian; he is not contented with dwelling under 
Jehovah's wrath alone, but as a beast of prey, he prowls 
about the world, darting at every step the venQiftQVUk 



16 

poison of hid temptationrs, and his ingenuity is of such a 
peculiar kind, that he seldpm fails to accomplish his pur- 
poses atid designs. 

If you were a Sinner, as I' believe you to be a Chris- 
tidn^ I would admonish you, as I do now all who sus- 
tain the. former character, to pause and meditate, ere you 
venture too far. Be persuaded to cast off the works of 
darkness, and walk in the light of the gospel, reflect se- 
riously upon the awful truth, that you are sinful by na- 
ture, ami far more so by practice, and without repentance 
and a thorough cleansing from your sins, you Vill drink 
your portion pf the tbormwood and the gait, in the re- 
gions of despair, where you will be tossfed to and fro, 
<' amidst the rocks of deep and dailc damnation,'' and be 
gnawed and fed upon by the worn* that never, never dies. 

Like the rich man in the gospel> you may wish for a 
drop of water to coqI your burning tongue, but that re- 
quest, though a small one, will be denied. You may ask 
for and earnestly crave a week or a day's alleviation of 
your torments, but that, as the other request, will be a 
vain one, your doom will be inevitable, your fate unal- 
terably fixed. Remember, that God Is just, and will en- 
force the attribute of Justice, when that of Mercy for- 
bids him to save the sinner in his sins. 

I am Rev. sir. 

Yours, with due regard. 



•-^•♦►f ©•««•— 



I.ETTER IV. 



Aphil, 1855. 

My Db ar Friend : — I have no apolpgy to offer for 
my inattention to your letter of the 10th ult. Circum- 
stances teyond my control have prevented me until now, 
from discharging the duty of answering it, which 1 no.w 
da lyHh a heart replete witl^ conimiseration an^d P*'y* — ■ 
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The intelligence of the indisposition of yourself and an>i- 
able lady, was received with no ordinary regret, but I 
entertain fiattering hopes, that' ere this juncture of time, 
you have- both, recovered *your usual good health and 
spirits. * . - 

-I sincerely sympathise with you in the loss you have 
as parents sustained, but as misibrtunts and afflictions are 
<he common lot of all-mankind,' those on whom they fall 
andby whom visited, should submit to them with resig- 
nation and firmness/ knowing that no. frail mortal has the 
power to arrest the arm of omnipotence, or the right to 
enquire by what authority he afflicts the human family ? 
No individual in his sober sejasea can deny, that it is one 
of the characteristics of our nature to complain and feel 
oppressed under the weight of misfortunes clothed in any 
garb, it certainly belongs to our diversified characters, to 
be more or less disquieted and restive in any situation in 
life, but we should, as reasonable beings, pursue a course 
best calculated to please God, and enhance our happiness. 

We are his property by creation, preservation and re- 
demption, it therefore follows, that we should be hia by 
adoption and grace.. At all times, it should be our duty 
to submit to any dispensation of Providence. It is more* 
over, our duty to be resigned to his wilf, he knaws what 
i.sbest.for us, and J>e will cause even our afflictions to 
work for our good, if we love him sincerel}'' and- worship 
him with an undivided heart. 

I am apprehensive you are yet irreconciled to the loss 
of your darlinrg boy, if so, you have fwgotten that manly 
firmness and Christian submission are indispensably ne- 
cessary to contend successfully with losses and bereave- 
mentSy however great or irreparable in their nature they 
may be, that the weight of grief may press you to. the 
earth, yet you should keep ia view your own mortality. 
No eartWy loss can be compared to that of a child, hus- 
band, wife, father or mother, or any other near rejation. 
But.are they not born to die ? They are only here for 
a time, subject to the call of a mysterious Providence, 
when he shall think fit to remove them from time to eter- 
nity. Under these,- in connection with ather considera- 
tions, you should use effort, (assisted by a Christian phil- 
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OHOphy,) to sUppresf every melancholy emotion, to keep 
within prescribed limits, eyery s^eeies ^ sadness and de- 
pression, which ill become the firmness and inflexibility 
of our character, use every effort to calm your owh^ and 
the mind of your lady, and as speedily as possible, bring 
yotir minds to believe the fact, that your earthly loss is 
his eternal gain^ . I sincerely hope ydur4)ereavement 
may have a beneficial efiect on your hearts, may it lead, 
guide and direct yon to the Cros^ of Christ, which, to 
the afilicted Christian, is a solace for every grief, 9, balm 
for every wound. 

The oracles of G)Dd disclose, that they who mourii 
shall be comforted,, who are cast down shall be lifted up, 
then'ta the name of our Great High Priest, i conjure 
you to pray to him fprthat comfort, support and peace 
pf mind which he will give, when asked for, but which the 
world is incapable of bestowing.. 

The remedy and cure for the wound which yvn have 
received^ and which I ibar is yet unhealed, are to be found 
only in the comforts of Religion, and the promises of 
God, which are as firm and unchangeable as the throne 
on which he in majesty and grandeur sits. He delights 
to impart peace and comfort to the troubled mind, and 
binds up the broken heart, pardon and remission of sins 
are readily granted when they . are sought for anfl im- 
plored by the humble penitent. Your darling boy^ on 
whom a large share of your affection was centered, can- 
not return to you ; be comforted under the pleasing re- 
flection, that he is now inhaling a purer atmosphere, and 
is an inhabitant of a mt>re friendly and congenial clime 
than thiSs and as an angel, enjoys the company of his 
kindred in heaven, with whom he joins in ascribing 
praise, glory and honor to God, and his inunaculate vice- 
gerent. Meditations like these, should siletice every 
murmur, remove all sadness and disquietude, and stimu- 
late you to make such a preparation for death, as will se^ 
cure to you a crown similar to the one which your de- 
parted son now wears, when you shall be called upon to 
exchange worlds. Nothing short of Religion can accom- 
plish this, you must, in the very essence of the declara- 
tion, << Be born again,'' be cleansed from all sin in the 
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fttoniog blood of Christ, or you mlt stand a guilty crim- 
inal before the bar of the impartial Judge. I am fearful 
you are now what I once was, a sinner and a stranger to 
the favor and love of God ; if you are, and you die in 
your sins, let me tell you, from the truths of his word, 
that wh^e Ood and Christ are, you oannot go. Suffer 
me, as a friend, to persuade and intreat you to think of 
these things in which your soul is deeply concerned, de- 
lay is dangerous-, leave not for to-morrow or next week, 
the work which you should now perform. 

A sick bed may be too late to commence a work for 
eternity, the spirit says ask, and you shall receive, seek 
and you riiall find, and if you knock in faith, the door to 
the kingdom of Heaven will be speedily opened to you. 

These invitations are encouraging, and if you value 
' vour soul, accept of them without delay, and be initiated 
into the mysteries of Religion^ 

^^ In conclusion, permit me to remind you of the great 
dangerof lAurmuring too much at the dispensation of 
God's providence. The Judge of all tbo earth invariably 
does that which is right, and it becomes us, whenever he 
mav visit us in judgment, subhlissively to bear with his 
indignation, iiecause we have sinned against bim.'^* 

Your devoted friend. 



* From the- Boulfaem PfMchec 
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LETTER V. 



July, 1833. 

DjRAR Madam :— If I conceived it necessary, vender all 
the circumstances, I would offer you an apology for suf- 
fering your esteemed favor of tt—^ to remain u-n til this 
time unanswered, but believing as I do, that you are not 
one of those who adhere. so closely to punciiiios as not 
to pardon a friend for ^n unavoidable negiige»ee, when 
he earnestly implores a pardon at your fair hands. — 
Time and distance have not as yeLeSected any change in 
me ; the warmth of original friendship continues to re- 
mind me oim^ duty to you,vand of your friendships to- 
wards me, which has been unabating from the first dawn 
of its existence, i rejoice to hear you have turned your 
attention t^ the one thing needful^ and have made Reli- 
gion your chief study. Continue tQ ask until you sliall 
receive y cease not to invoke until yoi^r invocations arc 
heard ; be faithful, and you will most assuredly be re- 
warded. according to your faith and works.. 

To think upon the comforts and delights which a courso 
of duty to God affords, is both pleasant and delightful to 
the mind, but to write on those subjects is more so. 

The comparison which you have drawn between the 
great Apostle to the heathen world and his successors to 
the present time, is certainly a correct one. Since, that 
important period when Christianity infused her radiant 
li^ht upon a sinful and benighted world, there has never 
appeared upon the stage of action a more devoted Min- 
ister and servant of God than the Apostle Paul. To use 
his own language, " he was all things to all men,'' that 
he might the more faithfully perform the work of an 
Evangelist, and win souls to Christ. His zeal surpassed 
the zeal of the most ardent of his cotemporaries and suc- 
cessors. He was not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 
nor was he ever wearied in bearing. his Cross througii 
dangers seen and uns'^en, through evil and through good 
report As a faithful herald of that Gospel which he was 
miraculously called to preach, he was convinced by the 



aid of reason, rerel^tion and experience^ that Christ aloD6 
had the power to heal all manner of diseases which grew 
out of, or emanated from Adam's transgression. . He was 
well assured that he who was not conTmced of sin, who 
was not weary and burthened under its weight, would 
not be apt to take heed to the loudest calls or his com- 
passionate Saviour. He well knew the depth of man's 
depravity ; he plainly saw through the telescope of Rev- 
elation, the great length he had heedlessly marched into 
sin and iniquity, and that nothing but the blood of the in- 
carnate God could cleanse him from all impurity. 

His first and greatest care was to impress upon the 
minds of his hearers the necessity of a true and unfeigned 
repentance. He earnestly called, yes, my fair friend, he 
spoke in a voice of thunder to the self-righteous Jew and 
the unbelieving Greek, to shake off the shackles of Satan 
and be made loyal subjects of Heaven's Hang, and by 
grace become heirs of his Kingdom. ^^ Knowing the ter- 
rors of the Lord,^' this great Apostle was unceasing in 
preaching to, praying for, and persuading men to be re- 
conciled to God their Creator, not esteeming his life dear 
to him, if his efforts to win souls were crowned with suc- 
cess. He was a pattern for every Minister and his charge 
to imitate. We behold in his character every thing to 
love and admire. His piety shone with resplendent lus^ 
tre fn. all he said and did. The zeal and ardor whieh he 
manifested in hijs master's cause, were in proportion to the 
love he cherished for mankind, which was faUiomless as 
the ocean in depth, and boundless in extent as the world 
itself; he embraced the whole human family in the arm* 
of his lovej and encircled them in his affections. You will, 
readily admit that piety is that knowledge of God which 
leads us to love and obey him m public and in private. 
This leading and admirable virtue was the fir&t trait in 
the nM>ral character of Saint Paul, and it is indispensably 
necessary to the Christian character in a general point of 
view. He viewed a Minister who was not called by the 
Spirit of God to declare the whole tenor of his wijly and 
whose heart was unacquainted with its divine influence^ 
as j\ (frone in the world, a novice in the ChOrch, and to- 
tally unfit to discharge any one duty of the sacred desk. 
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Unlike the Apostle and his coadjutors, some Ministers of 
the present day labor chiefly with a view to their own 
bolior and aggrandizement; they preach to please and 
gain the admiration of men, and with every step they 
take in ascending the Pulpit, their parasitical taste in- 
creases, and instead of feeding thieir flocks with the pure 
bread of life, they presume to feed them on the husks 
which the swine are fed upon. An altogether different 
character was maintained by the Apbstle Paul, whose ob- 
ject was to please God,, not men. He was true to, and 
zealojLis in the cause he embarked, and the truths of the 
Gospel he had so long and faithfully promulged, he sealed 
with his blood at an advanced age. Amidst the most vio- 
lent persecutions of his enemies, and the cruel scourgings 
he received from those who thirsted for his blood, he 
remained the same firm, valorous and undaunted soldier, 
who never " halted betweefn two opinions,'* but with 
Christian boldness would enter the enemy's camps, and 
with Gospel artillery would dai*e to thunder in the ears 
of the wicked, repentance^ repentance. Wherever he 
went, and on whatever soil his unwearied feet would tread, 
his warning voice was heard in loud but mild entreaties 
to its inhabitants, to repent and escape the wrath and ven- 
geance of an angry God. 

With an eloquence which carried truth and conviction 
in its march, he made a haughty Felix tremble and be- 
come alarmed, and almost persuaded an Agrippa to em- 
brace Christianity. 

With the sword of the Spirit and the armour of rip;ht- 
eousness, he engaged in many a battle with fearful odds 
staring him in the face, but such was his confidence in 
Him who commanded, that he fought and kept fighting, 
until victory perched upon his standard. You seem to 
<)e of the "opinion that a close analogy existed betw^een 
tl)e Apostle and the immortal Founder of the Church in 
many particulars. It is certain their zeal and ministerial 
labors were manifested in every act of their lives for the 
spread of Divine knowledge. They were persecuted and 
slandered for righteousness' sake; their trials and pri- 
vations were innumerable; but grace, the Christian's 
^strong bulwark, sustained them in their holy effort? to 
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prostrate the power of Satan^ and to build up Christ^* 
Church upon its ruins. 

They were alike in their arduous struggle for Religious 
freedom and emancipation ; they looked on this world's 
treasures as dross, compared with Heaven's riches ; they 
believed that one day, yes, one hour of communion with 
God, through his spirit, was worth a whole eternity of 
earthly pleasures and enjoyments. 

Having disposed of this part of my long_ (and I fear 
tedious) letter, I will close with the remark, that your 
opinion of Simpson's Plea for Religion is in the main 
correct. That book is admirably calculated to awaken 
and convince, to which will soon follow conversion to 
God, and a saving faith in his Son. Solitude Sweetened 
and Pope's Gui^e to the Young Disciple will assist you 
much in your devotional exercises. They were a feast 
to 7721/ soul, imparting life and comfort as I turned over 
their respective pages. They will feast your soul, if you 
read them attentively and with a desire to be benefited 
therefrom. Pray fervently to God to enlighten your 
mind on every subject pertaining to your salvation, im- 
plore his aid to do and act as he would have you,^sk him 
in the name of his Son, to give you his spirit to guide »nd 
instruct you in the path of duty, to make you holy in life 
and conversation, that when you shall lay aside the veil 
of immortality, you may be received into his everlasting 
habitations. 

I am, Madam, with, due regard. 
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LETTER VI 



July 28, 1835. 

Mr Dear Chestnut : — Your very friendly and agree- 
able letter came safe to hand by Tuesday's mail, and I have 
without much delay, given it a reply. When an indivi- 
dual has fallen into distress, his neighbors surround and 
offer him relief; so when a friend of my heart asks my 
opinion upon subjects of importance, I give it, and to the 
best of my abilities endeavor to remove any doubts which 
may perplex him on matters of deep interest to him or 
others. The analogies you have drawn, the suggestion 
made, and opinions formed, are in accordance with the 
liberal views you have always entertained on all sub- 
jects involving the welfare andhappiness of your fellow- 
beings. If there is an individual to be found in this or 
any. other community who frowns upon, and the avenues 
of whose heart are barred against, the organization of so- 
cieties and associations which have for their object the 
general* good of mankind, that individual justly merit 
the censures and reproaches of every good man and lover 
of his country. A tacit or oral acknowledgment wii 
never fail to be the result of calm reflection and seriou: 
thought, that the mind of man, however cramped or con 
fined within certain limits, is still. susceptible of vast im 
provement, when systematically trained and properly 
disciplined in the school of nature and ethics. It is there 
that his intellectual powers are enlarged, every intuitive 
principle brought into requisition for the purpose of aiding 
him in establishing for himself a reputation and charac- 
ter, which he finds, as he advances in years, to be of great 
worth. It is to be deplored, that ignorance and a wicked 
opposition have followed in the march of moral and in- 
tellectual improvements In many portions of our country. 
Regardless of reason's admonitions and the influence oi 
Christianity, a large portion of our countrymen are seem- 
ingly basking in the sunshine of indolence and ease, and 
are living, to all appearance, as unconscious as the brute, 
and inactive as the dead, when they should feel it a duty 



ifi'cttmbeiit oa tbem^ to ym with others m* adrMMing mo* 
raUty, an4 religioa. It 19 4be opinion of thote whopoa- 
Bes9 a ta0t&lbr raftoenent* and wh» miqr dottre to parti- 
cipate in the 4lHremfied enjoy meata of oivil society, that 
tli^ praoeitt d*/ aasociationa harve beea^ and will 4MMitiiiae 
to be pcoductiye of great and lasting^ good, if ftroperiy 
nurtured. . ' , 

By an almost irrt ststihie Toree^ they hriog tog^er 
minds aad oapadtiea as different m their feee^liiey ther^ 
meet on one eommon iei>«l, whtee £rieadsbtp' and th6 
kind^t leelingft pervade «aeli bosom, and the 00^ emu- 
lation or seal e^neihleamong them is, wfae can- impart 
the lai'gest share of mslmetiafi end i» the* most gei^ to 
eaeh other, and all .who^may need their firiendly aaait* 
tanee. 

It is .within the walls of these aoaietier that frimidtfhips 
are formed, which produce m after life the moetlMppy 
results in the social dittle. Withue, who would firo^' 
mote the canals of religion and correet morals^ eteary^gmde 
and condlAioi^ of the hnmaxf £uailyv should he objeels^ 
Qtir eare and solidtade;.as lovers of p^aeeud good ordef, 
we should leave- no plans unprojeeted; no means undevi^ 
sedto-anest the unsfadble and profligate yeulhsof our 
eouBidry, in their heedless course to tom'#briBfc, md deg- 
radation^ jail. . 

Thie important objeet eati Only be aee^aapiisbed, by 
the application of timely and judieieua n^oedies, tb 
produce a cure, atid. efiect a radieid change, and' whed ef- 
ieotod, we dial] hai^e sQceeeded ia jx)lbbittg Hie seafiUd <>f' 
ite vvetim and in&my of its deatiited prey, hy whoi^ fiie 
commisiion of one «rim^, fataekm itStehamotei^ asixiid*. 
nij|hl darteess, might have focfeited hia itfe ^ tbfS altar 
of insulted justice, and his name, together wdtlwhia inea#^ 
cerated body, constgaed ta-^itler oMimci and for g o flal* *^ 
ness. ^ .» I . w 

Reason^s landmidk should be presented to him, who * 
knows the right but stHlUhe tpronj"' pursnei, as a slave 
toall the polhitiomi of our Botwe. No pams rimuid he 
sjaarad to.^sinKg^teo Ilia mind ajpon moral aad-^itilii^QW 
suhjeeta, and 1^ fmhte i<ivocstMma^aaBd ^pciymal persaa^* 
siofm^peevail oaliim to aibandoja Iho paths^ ki ^ly> aUd- 
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imrsne UnMa^of marility and reciitiMe. * Tke goMen nrie 
of ^^ doing lo others as .we w^uld be done by/' ^should 
govertt^usiD^evo'T^.aoty end icguiate oar intercourse with 
the'ward. 'It ui-a £<ii9CRind^ the obserranee of : which, 
ivUI secure to its votariee an approTing conscleiiee when 
Uvkif^y and wheft d«ad, Iheir names , will be ^enrolled on 
the list of philanthropists, who had served a faithful ap* 
prentfceship ft tiiertrade oT ^oing^ ^good. Tti^ •fruits of 
tbetc gdtterofis laiaers wiR be seen by the tiaked eye, af- 
ter «ii^ela^:6f many dtys^ ^xid will beatbemeon which 
th#'godd.inAA« will delight .to dwell, after their bodies 
sbalfhase-cngitebled to&al* Candor will* (Mvopel every 
iodiiHdual^ whose mind is net too- much warped by pre- 
judice, to.adseit, ihat muay benefieial efTeet&.wouid ac- 
crue from those societies in any country, however defi- 
cient that fcouiiti^-inig^ be in .civiliaatioh.- A trial has 
b^MsaOiade in'fliaiiyparts of the woorld, ^ahd the ^pood ef- 
ief^U^ reaultiog Irom It are weU khowcn 
. You are w;ail. eonviniaed, my dear Sir, that in every 
climate .benelitb the eirele of tke.ann, where-the light of 
Ghristiaoity w not.obsoured, or totally hiddeh behind the 
veil of ieprorend juiperstitioQ; Bible, Miasii^najy and other 
societieii of -• kiedi^d n^tttre, would', ta a: great .extent, 
promote. the caime of .Gmljeaid the good, of his creoturet^. 
You will accord with me in sentiment,^ that:the principk 
(^min:aiKCifiigmiioH'8h6nld jnfiuence every :maB.te good 
wor]i«» -'^fiiU I 4l»iik; tliat oUigptiOii istmoie bindipg on 
the QhrtstfoafaAd-PhilaBthrppist. Tb9*^£j!a»Mr(9^ ha» 
no part nor- hyt in th^ ^e^ im^ier ; his heavtistod ooki 
and bis-ftsulis^tOQ itfeles8,.t0 etis^e4a an^ooenpatiota so 
Uudal^e ia lUnatuiei and-betiefioial in ^ts eonsecfuenees. 
Neiiber^hisr Hme^^it nor purse, i^ ftver; i>ivag|kl. into re 
quisitioii.tQ |wai«#te4)w hap|Hnsas of his- £allbtfr Wmrasy 
hut Uke the <{stestahle«itser<^^->: 

'fhtetMnreB up his all, and the rieh lives poorer 
" THfUi f^^pMQIpipeMinty.wlMW dat^ y^ ^ 

«- vGiv^bim aOsteoAQfi^ anU peace. •.^' -. v , . 

'* As natore pnaclaiins aloud ka: all her woBks^ &at we, 

. tkke^^rds^of t^ soil: pnv«wki<^ we: linsaelestiag]^ tread, 

ware .seated by. Qnwipatence to be haj^y, it is presum- 

aUeon every isitieiiaUsapp08ition^.tfaAi :a 'largeuntyori^ 



woaMwiiHngly be mad^ flO> if '^ proper measores were 
puvsned by thei^ g^ardittns in^ -ftg^ and experience, ^nii 
theip superk^rs in tfknidttioti; tcT sefeure thefh th?9 happi- 
TUS9S and eocit&ntmesit. A^ behig^ fr^fti whom dup Crea- 
tor expects much, let us be at our post of duty, to irtijjai*t 
instructfqn to tliose who are.iatpllectaaUy sturirini;, «nd 
to infuse into their niiads,the good man's ht)pQ^heav«nr 
and happli^ess. - Temperance in- ail Miiilga regvi)Rte».t!ii0> 
morals, and qualifiea. that' man who profn#t<a0^iis.cai;ise«. 
for tho ci^oyment of i^gl|gious and social dutiesw- EducK?- 
lion, in di9peoding her blessings, mejeta the w^nts^Ciff eyi»ry 
luiiif, and sends none away empty, who iie#tre8ilo par- 
take of her benefits. T^mperaneo prolai^4ifergLveaH»s 
health, and physical strength, and with the assista&ce.of 
education^ we retain all the aj^endai^s of the min4 to a 
good old age. ... . . : • > 

Charity to Our fellow beings, is a sacred jnjunctioii;-it 
is a virtue whioJvfew possessor practise as th^ Bible bids- 
thein do;, but lie Who lives not for himself ajone, who 
supplies tJie indigent with ^j»^>^Vwa/, mtetteclual ,^n(i, 
hodlbf food, receives, the approiai:ion of his GqcJ, peace 
^>ervades bis whole soul, ahci hie looks qu the scenes a- 
round him with a niixture of pleasure and delights Char- . 
2 ty \^ anptlrer trame foi* forc'totJbd and hrs cteature 'tnan. 
In her mareh to usefulness, she cheerfully enters into 
the poor man's hut, and with a liberal hand,. relieves the 
spiritual and temporal wants of the suffering inmates; she 
envies not, She slanders not, but endures all things for the 
(xospel's sake. 

On the olher hand. Selfishness^ which occupies an en- 
tire different position in the heart, frowns upon all be- 
nevolent institutions; it is the mother of pride and ambi- 
tion, is closely aWied to avarice, and is the polluted stream 
from whence innumerable evils flow. When deeply 
rooted in the affections, it becomes the offsfHriHg. of sloth 
nnd inactivity. Some professors of RQligion,'^to their 
Mhame be it said,) sit down contented with the blessings 
of the gospel, and make no efforts to recommend its ben- 
efits to others, whom they ,know feel the want of that 
food, which alone can nourish the soul, and fit her for a 
happier state of existence* 



Some people inpute tke mu of eelfiebneee^ to a speeiee 
of ignorance^ and under tba4 eloi^ would willki^y -ex* 
euse thoae who practiae it ; thia ia a dangeroua deivaion ; 
igtioraBca ean nerer palfitate the commiasion of any 
crime. 

May you, my dear friend, guard against all these 
TiceSy promote the cause of God, by aiding the be- 
nevolent institutions of the day with your influence and 
purse, act the Samaritan's part, by healing the bodily and 
mental woands, under which you may find your fellow- 
men suSering. Grood news, at all times, enlivens the 
soul and gladdens the heart, but more particularly 
so at this juncture, after laboring under a spiritual 
droq^it. 

May the success which has attended the preaching of 
God's word in your region of country, continue, until it 
shall spread throughout our favored land. May the 
time speedily roll on, when the value of Education shall 
be duly appreciated, and Religion, the chief concern of 
every son and dau^ter of Columbians soil. May our 
institutions of learning flourish, and we, as a people, long 
enjoy peace, prosperity and happiness. 

It is time to close, so farewell for the present. 

Sincerely yoursr 
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most deJJciousi fi^uit of Kd^aj, f ipii fa!ym>fe »il>. h^ <tl> il &tk . 
the FftttDnr'andr-^^^Sbk^ftr fg^M^^^^Qg to traii«(;rMs tb^t 
holj lawbT'wliieli Ijbejr were tfit^ Wgoyet^t^c^ aiU made 
happp^^ amid;^ 1^ shades pf that ^ielfti^ttiyd spdt adeemed 
for ttieif ttse^ aiid e^iuepra^t^d bj^tke JfrquetitViaiU'or the 
great I AM. But do ao^n za. ihej tra^roaaedL by eaitog 
ttMeioHbklden lrtut|,thl^ gt^t BcJirjeret^wa^piroBiiaecl, the 
Lamb sljiui froijci tita fchiiiid^tKiftoribe worjbi w^a^o brt^Me 
the Serp^lat'a tt^dattd pravidttt r?naoQ^lor ihin sinagaioiit 
the Kifi^ of Heayon. At^ t6»t t]npQrt%ot gefidd, «a toxig 
the^heiBQ pf pr^pbetk «oiig^> the Prmce 9f P^s^e^ ,t^ 
*S%c&A, deseei^cked tr0m ihe o^urt of ibl)^^ witk t&rmM 
of rao^Wiiiatioii, to Arhich waf .'snnexed rforde^ ^f tbe. 
aheddijoif of hid lfk>od ;* he did%ft&4 falloo, degfad^ mmk^ 
la reatojw to the fave and fay 6r of hirOod. 



It ii iin]kiwU«y RcvcMiid Bbr, idr you or I or any of 
Adam's pro|^y to form ft josl eonception of this won- 
derfal eondoiconatoii ; the finite mind isatinot comprehend 
the deptli of this amating love ^ it aurpasaes all human 
undenrtanding, attd no aoul can-altaih unto It. It ia higher 
than the imagination can reach, anisted by the moat pro- 
found phiIo8Mhy*«-4eeper than she can fathom, with all 
her powers of reason and research. But it is so — ^the 
Wordt>f 6od iafomns us tiiat his only Son, our Vicegerent j 
has died for us^^ and in virtue of his vicarious death, a full 
atonement has been made, and a^ee salvation granted to 
his i^ellious subjects. 

This salvation has been promulged for^fUpwards of 
eighteen centuries, by thousands who have obeyed their 
master^s call, and have devoted their lives to his service. 
Success, beyond all calculations, has crowned their labors, 
the souls of myriads have been brought from darl^ness to 
light, and my soul rejoices within me, when I reflect that 
the Gospel banner has been unfurled among many na- 
tions of the earth, and she loudly calls upon the blood- 
stained Cross to witness that it will remain unfurled until 
it waves in triumph over alL The Captain pf this sal- 
vation has promised, from lips which cannot utter an un^ 
truth, that he is ever ready and willing to lead his armies 
to battle, and has assured tliem by the unhealed wounds 
received on Calvai'y, that if they fight with coui-age and 
bravery, they shaH in due tinjQ obtain a glorious victory. 
This victory has in part been achieved, hut his faithful 
soldiers, not content with their present success, continue 
the war with unabatiog valor^ and they have declared to 
all the nations of the earth, that the sword of the Spirit 
will not 1)0 sheathed, until the eneqiies of the Cross shall 
be finally subdued an<l brought under its controls 

I hope with' you, Reverend Sir, ttat the time is not &r 
distant, when the clangor of this holy war will be heard 
throughout creation's bounds. Thousands, I may say, of 
new recruits are yearly filling the ranks of this army, 
many of whom have received the bounty ^ and are anx- 
iously wftitiog to take the field when bidden by their 
eommander. 



The.Bil>Ie being tl^e re^e^led wii] of oS&iVri^'i^ there- 
fore ^he moat valuable. leg^y bequeathe!] t^ui^; .jet it is a 
lamentable fact that luujllitqdep ^obstiaaiely r^uper ta be 
gpvernpd by its precepli, and.^ro&Aelx i^j^^^ i^ traths^ 
because (asr they affirfn) ^us^cty portions *o£ it ace rayste- 
rious^ and, cannot be;eo;m]|r^v»i4ed* Biit tb^aetobjebtioDs 
are as futile as tbey are ^bauitl an^l yisiokulkry ^ for; what, 
I would humbly ask, isUYereJanature^whicit is not mys- 
terious ? We cannot teli^ by any rule of .artificial or mo- 
ral reasoningy^the princess pf a grain .orcorn^ how i»r why 
it ^ows andk prpducof^ one or <noro..eDirs« . We' cannot tell 
how it is that we live, move and have a bein^ .. All things 
are more or less mysterious, and they will be clothed .in 
mystery uatic'eteniity shall unfold 4:hejn to our astonished 
vision. By the atoncmeAt of Christ, we are placed on 
salvable ground and within reach 'of his mercy ;, he per- 
suades and entreats, and he or they who obey shall be re- 
warded with abundant blessings in this, and in a future 
world. ' , * ' .. 

The infidel and sceptic ttiay rail and scoff at the Reli- 
gion we professyljut il is efident From the whole tenor of 
the sacred volume, that ^vety'soul of man niust be washed 
and cleansed in the lara of regeneration, before he can 
receive an inheritance. incorruptfcle. In- the piaincst and 
most comprehensive language, it .warns the sinner to es- 
cape the wrath and doom whfch await him, %n(J' declares 
he must-be born of water and the Spirit, or admission in- 
to the abodes of peace can never be obtained- — of water, 
as a visible sign of an inward change of heart, and of the 
Spirit :i which electrifies rmd filJiS tlie inner hian with love 
for Gdd and mankind. Sonfie men are stupid enough to 
believe that the inin^ is tod cramped and unstable to form 
correct views of a ftiture stale, or what niay^be cqifceiv6(I 
to be a thorough preparation for the eternal world ; but 
when th$£t active 4(?f7»^^Ae^ within us iet enHgbteried by 
the effulgence of Gosf^el truths it gi!fisips atinfinitude, and 
by one mighty effqjrt, breaks the chain. of seepticism, and 
with a giant's strength^ hurls. its links at the feet of infi- 
delity, and .seeks refuge ynder the Oross of €hrist / 

Your observations on the distribution. of our itme are 
cogent, and very applicable. We ought to consider it is 



SI sacred trust cbmmitted to us, a patrt of which is intended 
for Beligioufl dotiev, and toprepare for Heaven afid its 
Bnjoyjnenti-^-'the other, to attend to our temporal con- 
cerns^ which are not to be Defected* Time is valuaUe, 
but the wicked dispose of it as a\htngof little importance. 
They knew not its tru6 value, until' they have spent a 
long life in traftsgres'sing-tbe Ufws of God; and When 
called on: to give an ^cOoun^t of their stewardship, they 
shrink ft!om aa investigation of the sinful and rebellious 
course, they have pursued. 

If I atiB 'laot mistaken in your eharaHer, you have em- 
ploy^ your timo as a Minister and ah accountable being 
is bound to da. Your zeal had urged you to • leave your 
hoiBQ.and'kfndved, tO' declare the truths of the Gospel — 
and methinks, in the last great day> the many souls you 
havef been instrumental in eonYerting wiH simu!tafteously 
rise up and call" yoo bleSsed. I am assured, you will 
steadi^. pursue the path of ddty, ismd though you can 
nt^rlymfaibertbree'Stfore years and ten, yon may yet 
reap another and anothet* harvest, until the infiriAitie^ of 
ngeoompiftl yoiVto gnsufid tho Weapons of your warfare, 
and quit tiieiGfoapcrfl^. ' 

Fcfr myself,' I cain answer, that inasmuch as it has never 
been ^m^i^ssed on-my^ mfrjd to have my name enrolled 
on i3i^ catalogue of Gospel champions, yet I have felt so- 
licitous- to do some good for my master, either by private 
admonitions or by my pen ; and if I' could he persuaded 
that my fbdble o£r<h*ts at composition have convinced one 
immortal soul of the error of his ways, and have changed 
one heart, I would rejoice in God, my Saviour, and pray 
for additional aid ana assistance to build up, with others, 
his Church militant on earth. 

I know full well the Saviour has died, 

God's Book and mjr reaaon.say so: 

Though DeUls this Saviour hava boldly denied^ 

Tis my joy to believe, and onward TH go. 

Till death calla me hence, and I am no mora^- 

Then to God my cleansed aooi will iacend^ 

To love and admire, gaze on and adore ^ 

HJf goodness, and with him e^rajty spend. 



May you, Beyerend Sir, cmtiiiQe to be um^bI ; may 
maDjF more years be added to your, present auaiber, and 
may healti^y wiU^ that 4>e»ee of mkid whieh ncme but 
Cbristians feel, intend yoa io yeiar domestic and public 
walks ; aod when ti$ne with you abi^ eeaae^Hkay ydu be 
received into Heaven, to enjoy an etemiisf of bUse. 

I baye heard^ with much fdeaaure, that the vrork of the 
Lord is prospering in^th^^haodsof.fais senraala iiL your 
reg^ion of country* Yoo have «i| lable aasistant in the 
Key. J. N., whose eloquence, zijSaLand.doyotedaeSe to the 
cause of &Qd, haye frcR|UQiitly sbakeii the Idngdom of 
darkness to its .base,i and compelled the stnnerto enquire 
*'whai^he mu^t do tob^ saved,^^ May he Bye to a good 
Qld ags», and may thousands of eonverts be the- fmita of 
his ardent and uniiring^bors^. 

With us^ the wprk is gradually ^yanciii^ ;. but I liope 
n^e shall be ^on yisited with acPenlaeostal shosrer, when 
the^belieyer will be n^ade to sing Hosaaaahs in atr^na of 
rapture, the mourner happily ooayaried^aBd £he*ungod]y 
awakened ^o a sense of tbeirdangsr. 

If you thiivk as I do^ you will si^ I baye said enougfa 
UiT the present ; and I will now put by my pea, ink and 
paper, with a request that you will not dji^emUinue the 
correspondence, which, I assure yo^i, will be edifying 
and profitable to me, and^^ if I may judge of your past 
specimens of compoaitLon^ it ^sannot lie urgjunQjitable to 
you. 

. I am, Rey. ^ir, your% obsequiously. 
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LETTER IX. 



Mat, 1835. 

Mr DEAR Charles: — When an individual makes a pro- 
mise to another, an obligation of a binding nature is im- 
posed, and he should feel himself bound by every honor- 
able feeling to perform that promise, unless some una- 
voidable circumstances should prevent a compliance. In 
that case, he would be excused, but in no other would it 
admit of palliation. Impressed with these views of right 
and wrong, I have (after the morning business has been 
adjusted) seated myself in a crippled-back chair, for no 
other purpose than to answer your's of the — inst.; and 
whilst discharging this pleasant duty, I feel the glow of 
old-time friendship infusing itself in my inmost soul, 
which the pen is incapable of describmg. When your 
friendly hand was separated from mine, and perhaps a 
final farewell on earth pronounced, I repaired to my study, 
and on my frail body implored the blessings of Heaven 
to rest upon, and be with you on your journey to your 
family and friends. For many weeks after your depar- 
ture, my mind was principally engaged in reflecting upon 
the pleasant and agreeable discussions on the topics which 
were casually or intentionally introduced by you, our 
friend Thurston^ or myself, and while memory performs 
the task assigned it, I shall never forget the pleasure of 
the last evening you spent with me, which, if yoq re- 
member, was closed with the most interesting of all sub- 
jects, the Christian Religiorij and the claims it has^ 
upon us. 

The positions which you assumed were sustained with 
much zeal and ability ; your arguments on the total de- 
pravity of man I thought unanswerable, and your defence 
in hehalf of the great Atonement was se pkin and for- 
cible, that neither the pen of infidelity nor scepticism 
cQuld have refuted it. 

Your views on these gr^at and weighty matters hare, 
1 think, wrought a change in the mind of our frieiul 1^.^ 

D 



whose Unitarianism made him almost a deist ^ bot I 
hope the Spirit of Him whom we worship will enlighten 
his mind, reform his judgment, and bring him to a knowl- 
edge of Divine truths, which are alone able to make him 
u new creature. Your knowledge of, and experience in 
the general principles of Religion^ have long since i-n- 
formed you that true charity is the union of brotherly 
love, and embraces all men, and as they are the same 
blood, they compose one vast family, of which God is the 
great Parent. 

If I may be allowed the use of a homely phrase> Our 
friend has never dreamt of the exceeding sinfulness of 
sin and its direful effects. Let us pray for him, and per- 
tidventure God may hear, change his heart; and acknowl- 
edge him as a son of his adoption. 

Tlie detailed account which you gave of the death of 
one of your neighbors was read with intense interest, 
which, In connection with a thousand or more of similar 
instances, speaks volumes in favor of the Christian Reli- 
gion. The most obstinate disease to which the human 
system is subjected, is made to yield lo the pawer of 
medicine, when administered by a skilful physician — so 
with that false philosophy which has endeavored (though 
with a feeble arm) to overturn and demolish the founda- 
tion on which Christianity is built, and when compared 
with the truths of unerring Deity, it is compelled to hide 
its hideous and deformed head under the cloak of self- 
cpndemnation. This fabric must, in tbe hour of death, 
crumble and fall under the weight of its own notliingne^s, 
and reluctantly yield to the force of divine truth. 

The philosophy of the world and the Gospel of Christ 
have ever been opposed to each other, and against it the 
faithful Minister has waged a perpetual war; the thun- 
ders of Heaven have showered down anathemas upon all 
who embrace and are governed by it; and would you 
consent to risk your happiness in eternity, by pursuing 
a. course so murderous to the soul^ /am disposed to 
think you would not. 

For the hoQor of his name^the Lord is said to be Jeal- 
dmy and will not receive a part when he is enUtled to 
tlie whole of our worship ; he abhors a service where the 



affections arc divided, and will neither hear nor accept 
of prayers ultered with the KpSy where the heart is not 
firmly fixed upon him. You inform me of the determin- 
ation you have entered into, of living nearer a throne of 
Grace. I amr pleased to hear it, and hope you will con- 
vince the profafie and careless (by your walk and eonver-. 
sation) that your profession is sincere. You complain of 
the great loss you will sustain by the past summer's 
drought. Permit me here to renvark^that in lieu of con)* 
plaints, you should return thanks for your life and health 
and a sufficiency to subsist upon, which thousands of your 
fellow-beings are denied. Can you expect to reap a« 
abundance of what you sow and plant, from one year to 
another ? Can you suppofie you are to receive a contin- 
uance oi good and not a portion of evil ? Do you ex- 
pect to navigate your ship en a sea unriiifled by waves, and 
not tossed hither and yonder by adverse wihds ? Cease 
your* complaints. Thfey do not comport with your pro- 
fession, nor with that equanimity of temper which your 
friends have co«<3eded to yo*i. 

By way of conclusion, I will aequaint you with the 
visit I recently paid the amiable family of W. L. who 
made particular enquiries about their friends, Charles, 
•/ames and Douglass. Thomas has embarked in the mer- 
cantile business, I hope he will meet with the success he 
J^OtkipSLtSS, buc Without prudence and caution, I fear he 
*will share the fate of others who have been shipwrecked 
jupon 4;he «andy shoals of adventuroim speculation. 

Alexander is the same indolent, inactive drone, who 
does nothing for a support. He attempts to play the fine 
l^entleman, when his purse is replenished with money — 
hut like the ape^ he performs that character very awk- 
wardly. Idleness brings a man to poverty and shame: 
therefore, as you see the injurious eSects resulting from 
it, do not encourage it in yourself, nor suffer any other, 
prer whom you have control, to indulge in it 

Fare^vell. Your friend. 



40 



LETTER X. 



July, 1836. 

Mt pear Douolam :— ^From my earliest recollection, 
I liave heard it is neyer too late to do good, and I will 
take the liberty of adding, to perform an actof duty ; and 
as a friend, you haye resumed the very agreeable corres- 
pondence which, from some cause unknown to me^^was 
discontinued. I am pleased to learn you continue to be 
a sharer of the variegated blessings and comforts of life, 
and if I were ot an envious disposition, I might be in- 
duced to envy or grudge your happiness and prosperity, 
as hundreds do, whose hearts are saturated with the odious 
ain of selfiahnesSf and who live and seemingly care fbr 
no one but themselves. 

In my last letter to our friend James, I advised Atm, 
as I now do youyio pay close attention to business, which 
your good sense and experience tell you, cannot attend 
to itself, and to observe economy in the management of 
your affairs. It is not from any apprehension that you are 
guilty of the sin of indolence, that I advise you, but it is 
aimply for the purpose of urging you to redouble your 
diligence in discharge of the |ionorable vocation you now 
follow with promptness anddecUIoQ. Industry is one of 
the duties enjoined upon mankind by the moral law, and | 
the man who neglects to attend to its requirements vio- 
lates its precepts and stands amenable to all its penalties. 
The knowledge you have acquired in agricultural pur- 
suits, has put you in possession of the fact, that much 
skill and management ai*e required on a farm which em* 
braces as extensive operations as yours. 

It has generally been admitted that economy, with her 
twin sister industry, is the road which leads to wealth — 
and in proportion to its accumulation, the heart of ths 
philanthropist is expanded and his hands extended to re> 
lieve the poor and distressed. Benevolence is a virtue 
which God loves and Christ approves ; it is the hand* 
maid of Religion, the child of Heaven ; it begets an ap- 
proving qonscience^ and those who practise it with pur9 
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lind disinterested motives have the smiles of Heaven rest- 
ing ujvon. them. 

Surrounded by earihly blessingjiySach ^wife^i^hildre^ 
aud friends^ with a moderate share of vv^allhf winch yoa 
dfe permitted to enjoy, it delights me to learn you are 
still aiming at heavenly treasures^ and are living for God 
and the good of his Church* You havo imposed a task 
upon me which 1 shall fail to perforin, but as the request* 
is made by a bosom friend, I will attempt it, ai^d hope 
you will throw the veil of charity over its imperfeetioiis. 
On ordinary occasions, delicacy and a sel Respect would 
forbid me to speak of myself^ but to rehearse a plain state* 
ment of facts ivhicb have a dir^ect bearing on vsi^ convic- 
tion and subsequent con version,* will ^dmit, I prosume, of 
palliation,. and a release from aH censure granted im. 

As the 17th century .was about to recede, and become 
lost amidst the shades of time^one by, and the ISthnbout 
to dAwn upon the world, my nmiural birth occured^ 4ak- 
der circumstances peculiarly pleasing to my afieelioiiate 
parents, who drank to the very dreg« 4 he bitter cup aX 
afSiction, in the loss of two elder sons by the irresistible 
stroke of .death. 

I advanced to manhood ii^Tapidly as most of youths in 
my delicate state of health and a constitution naturally in- 
firm. I was early taught by an^a(rectiernaterm<^ther (lajf 
father having died at an early period of my life) Iheprfo- 
ciples of virtue and morality, in connection with ti)o 
ground work of the Christian Relij^n;. But as I ad- 
t'flnced in years, the deprdryiiy of -my n^tune, added lo 
an obdurate and stubl)orn heart, W me into the beatea 
and frequented paths^of stnw < I preferred the pleasures sriS 
vanities of tlie world to the pure end lasting hspptnesa 
which the humble Chcistian enjoys in the service of God^ 
his Creator* 

The peaceful and pleasant p^Ui^ of iseetitade and Re- 
ligion were suppla&ted by those^of sbi andJivickedoess — 
baiUirooms and parties of fi^stivity wsiie my delig^tt aiut 
other grades of tJiisaipaUon, equally if not more^ hurtful to 
my soUl, engrossed my thoughts, and.4rteralty filched 
from me every relish for Religioii aod divine sobjeet^ 
skvery parttele of taste for serious and sober reflectioiu 

1)2 
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To keep pft<!e wiib tbe lashioo of the tifnes, I was oc* 

caaionalLy seen occupying a seat in the houde of worship, 

'and iromettmes, oiv hearing a heart-searching sermon, 

would pancbr and meditate a moment or two on deaths 

judgment and 9tfiiturt state ; but my love for the world 

repulsed and dfove those feelings from my heart, and I 

, was at all ttmes ready to obey orders fi^m the^ Prince of 

Darkness, my master, his Satanic Majesty* 

In this awful situation, I remained floating on the wide 
ocean of iniquity, tossed and buffetted from one side to 
'^another, by every wave of its permciotis fluid, which beat 
heavy against my soul, until the memorable revival of 
1831, under the ministry of the Rev. J, C. and others, 
'whose zeal and united effort.4 on that occasion will long 
he rememberted by mafiy who were blessed with a change 
of heart, and a thorough knowledge of sins forgiven. It 
wasihen and there that the God of mercy and love waa 
pleaded to aVoose me from my lethargy by his Spirit; it 
iVas* then and (here that this Spirit opened my long-closed 
efyes, corrvifKied me of sin, and exposed to my mind's eye 
my -situntion as' a^sSnner in the sight of God. 

I commenced my new plan of reformation (which all 
jJenl'teTits mastdo) by ptitting every faculty of my soul 
. in motion, toncconrplish, as speedily as possible, a recon- 
furmtion bet\^een my offended Creator on the one part 
and:rfiy fK)iruled and guilty 8<ml on the other. Prayers 
as' sin cere 'as my fallen nature would allow, were offered 
kn ftp the remission of sins, which I, in the wricked ness 
Ota wtck^ heart, did most wickedly commit; but day 
after day anditight on^ight i^Me<l away, and no ray of 
civine light shone into my soul.- I eeased not to pray — 
Ik eontin^ed with unWe*r?ed diligence to ask, seek and 
kockifc,* which Vesultdd ijvyny <5onversion to God on the 
night of the 25th November, in the year above alluded 
tn? nP'he ttolj^ SpHfltj'the third pe^^son in the mysterious 
TrteiiV, Is btit God hfrfiself, whom" he willingly gives to 
^IPmpftti whb pl(§ad*for pardoning grace through the Son of 
•Ifilf levW This li^ppy change, wro^ight by a divine ageo* 
•^jjrt'Ifcafi \Vith truth call my Spirituai birth, a birth far 
4»6re gloriotn and Important Ihart !han in his natural 
state can podsibly icon^eive ; il is a Imth oti which Angeb 
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tune their harps and sing In rapturous melody the un- 
limited atonement and free grace of the Lord our Saviour ; 
it is a birth which just men, made perfect, rejoice at iu 
IfeaTen — and so soon as the change is wrought, the re- 
cording Angel, ever mindful of the part he ads, with a 
steady pen, dipped in the rivulet of redeeming love,makes 
a I'ecord of the same in the Lamb's Book of Life. The 
wretched victim of Algerine or Russian vengeance and 
cruelty, rejoices with unspeakable joy when some phi- 
lanthropic heart purchases his ransom, and he is again 
permitted to inhale the genial air of liberty ; it waii so 
wHh me, and it will be so with every sinner who is res- 
cued from the slavery of sin and made free from Satanic 
bondage. 

I hope no man of sound sense will laugh at me, when 
I compare sin to a jail or prison-house, and Satan the 
jailer or keeper, who confines the sinner in his chains, 
and none bat Christ can open the prison door and re- 
lease him from his hard and tyrannic grasp. 

t have now performed the task assigned me, and will 
close with a few remarks on the .melancholy scene f 
have just witnessed. Another coffin has been made, an- 
other grave haft been dug, and in it, the remains of a 
child, the hope of her parents, have been deposited. — 
The bud had but scarcely bloomed, when death, impa- 
tient for his prey, has nipped it, ere it had time to dis- 
play its beauties. 

Sweet blossom, thou art cut down and withered, bat 
only to be transplanted in a richer and more congenial 
soil, where thou wilt flourish-in all the beauty and gran- 
deur of a glorified seraph forever. 

Your friend always. 
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LETTER Xf 



AuausT, 1836. 

My Dbar Cbablss : — During my short stay in F. I 
met with some dozen or more of friends, witli whcuii 
you and I have spent many happy and agreeable hour^ 
in days of auld laug sine. They received mo with 
hearty gratulations^ and when an. intenti<>nal or acciden- 
tal mention was made of your honorable name, parlicu- 
iar enquiries were immediately made j*elative to your 
health and prosperity, and on being informed you were 
in health and doing well, a mingled feeling of Joy and 
gratification beamed inlheir couotenaiices, at the recital 
of such pleasing intelligence. I saw M rs. L., the late 
Miss G., whom you once looked at with one or both of 
Cupid's eyes. She deserted the rank of single blessed- 
ness some nine or twelve months since, and united her- 
self in marriage to a gentleman of talents and fortune, 
who, in the common acc(»ptation of the term^ appears to 
be a clever fellow* I passed off a very pleasant evening 
with them, and was charmed at witnessing her skill anid 
dexterity in the management of her domestic allairs.— 
She is now bearing the fruits of matrimony, and looks 
unusually interesting. F. has increased in population j 
third or one-half,;since our lime, mest of the old and di- 
lapidated dwellings have been repaired,, and ^vithin lite 
past twelve months, several. large and commodiofis brick 
!ftores have been built, which add much- to the general 
appearance of the Town. When I commenced Uiis let- 
ter, it was my intention to have said more about this fa- 
vored spot of earth, but I must leave this, and toucli no 
other subject, until I acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the , and to tender you my cordial congrat- 
ulations on your union with the amiable Miss E. O. — 
From your movements when I last saw you, and the in- 
nuendoes which you very cautiously threw out, I was 
induced to believe you were anxious to ehange a bache- 
lor^ for a married life, and it appears xtiy impresstoas 
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were not founded upon £ilse and mistaken premises.-*- 
When the circumstances under which thii change has 
been made^ are viewed in a proper light, nothing more 
nor less need be said, Uiat you have now done an act 
which you should have done eight or ten years ago, and 
you certainly merit the commendation of every friend 
of matrintony, for making the most judicious choice of 
the two alternatives. 

I believe the general opinion prevails, that the ladies 
are in favor of unioHj if so, it is presumable you had not 
many obstacles to remove, in winning the heart and hand 
of her, whom dame fortune has selected to share with 
you the comforts and enjoyments, or the ills and disap- 
pointments of life, which are as apt to visit you as any 
other individual. You will accept my best wishes for a 
long, happy and prosperous career in the connubial state 
in which a large shar« of comfort is enjoyed, and by 
which our happiness 4s materially enhanced, where thei% 
is a congeniality of sentiment and feeling between the 
husband and wife, who are in a scriptural sense, otie And 
the same flesh, and whose affections for each other should 
be as lasting as their lives. The responsibility you have 
incurred, will cause you to take heed to those things, and 
receive instruction from the experience of others, be 
careful to nav diie atten^*'^- j- '"^ * ^.,.^^ ^^^*^ 

wnicn, ^If*yvu oKiL juur patt. ^di,; wtll liOt mil fiO-gUldO 

and direct you in the path of virtue and honor. 

When you shall have taken possession of the patrimo- 
ny bequeathed to you by your deceased father, and have 
entered upon the business of a farmer, you will act wise- 
ly by consulting the most experienced and practical of 
your neighbors on the different branches of agriculture ; 
by doing thisjyou will be relieved from many perplexities, 
and be the hindering cause of your committing errors, 
which you may not discover, until too late to counteract 
their injurious effects. Pay attention to your business, 
and waste no time, keep in view the probability of having 
a family of children to support, provide for the future, the 
present will soon be a copartner with the past, and both 
will be ingrafted in an eternity gone by. If I were 
writing to an acquaintance, or an individual for whom I 
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cherished but an ordinary friendship, I might not trouble 
him with a lengthy epiatlci but as the distinguished per- 
sonage to whom I now write, is Charles Randolph, I 
eannot close until I shall throw together a few brief re- 
marks on the subject of Religion, which you have/^rd- 
ftsBtdj and which you xom^X. possess^ if you wish to enjoy 
heaveii after death. It is the source where unalloyed 
happiness and contentment spring, and to use a borrow- 
ed sentiment, ^^ it is the image of God stampt upon Hu- 
man Nature, refining its baseness, enriching its poverty, 
healing its maladies, and converting its wants into abun- 
dant plenty. It is the fairest flower that opens on earth, 
the sweetest incense that ascends to the skies.'^ 

Religion must be the theme of our song, the harp on 
which .to tune our notes of praise to God while on earth. 
that we may use that theme, and touch the strings of the 
same harp in heaven, in ascribing praise and honor to hit 
name for the rich provisions of his grace4 

It makes earth a little heaven, and our souls fit tem- 
ples for his spirit to dweU in, then I would humbly ask 
in the name of every thing valuable on earth and in hei- 
ven, what intelligent being should live a week^ a day or 
•n hour without it ? Not one. 

The banner of the Cross has been unfurled, and a'/ 
mankind will soon be invited, to enlist under it, andai 

fight until you shall win the crown, and reap an abundarjl 
share of the sweets of Paradise. 

Religion 'tis my chief delight* 
J think upon it day and night, 
'Tis what I want on earth helow, 
T'lB alwaya ihai I wiah to know— 
Rome m6n tho* rich are poor wiihout it, 
And by their lives they seem to doubt it. 
Live without peace, and hope and God, 
And dia bencptb bis awrul rod. 

Ypur friend alwayi, 
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LETTER XIL 



Septbmbeb, 1836« 
Mr Deak James : — If I had consulted my feelings^ 
which are by nature more or less inert, or had indulged 
a disposition of forgetXulness, I might not have taxed yoQ 
with the postage of this letter, but os you are closely al- 
lied to my friend Charles, I cannot but flatter myself, it 
will be kindly received and read with little or no grum« 
bling. As you will soon bid a iinal farewell to the third 
stage of human life and enter upon that of manhood, you 
are doubtless fully apprised, that diligence, industry and 
a proper improvement ol time, are indispensible to tlie 
acquisition of every thing valuable to mankind* The 
station you will soon occupy in society, is one which in- 
volves great responsibility, and from the regular and 
systematic manner you have been raised, and the uhtar- - 
iiished reputation which your family has sustained amidst 
changes and revolutions of various kinds, much will be* 
expected from you by ^n eagle-et/ed community. 

When ydu arrive at the threshold of manhood, exer- 
cise prudence and caution in every step you take. Re- 
member yon have a character to establish, an honest fatne 
to support, and if you act the part of the wise and prt^- 
dent, you will " contemplate human nature, not only in 
the sun-shine, but in the shade. If you wish to sail on 
an unruffled sea, if you wish your pathway to be smooth 
atid level, let Reason dictate and Conscience direct yoil 
in all your movements. Do not forget that sincerity 
and truth form the basis of every virtue, and in your 
journey through life, you may meet with disappoint-^ 
ments and distresses of this or that kind, yet they arc 
often blessings in disguise. From the wise and prudent 
admonitions you have often received at College and wil- 
der the parental rooi^ you ctfn be at no loss for maieriais 
to build a foundation on which toerect an edifice of honor 
and osteem for yourself, and worthy of the honorable 
source from whence you sprang. 



As economj is the road to wealth, so education is a 
direct pathway to emioence and usefulness, and as you 
are then blessed with a collegiate education, you may 
have but few obstructions thrown in your path to mar 
and disturb the mind. As a friend, and one who vene- 
rates the name you are called by, allow me to say to you, 
do not disappoint the anxious expectations of your father, 
who has spared no pains nor expence to give you an ed- 
ucation, nor the earnest desires of your instructors to sec 
you among the distinguished individuals of our country, 
who are made so by intellectual acquirements and a suit- 
able education. You have these helps, and on your in- 
dustry and application^ your advancement in the profes- 
sion you may select, will entirely depend. Enrich your 
mind with such knowledge as 'will be profitable and last- 
ing, read with catt and attention such works as will gi^e 
you correct notions of your dutj'^ taGod and your neigh- 
bor. The first step you should take after you have com- 
menced the study of the law, (which you say is to be 
the theatre of your future movements,) is to form an<i 
adhere to studious and regular habits, which yoti ^i'^ 
be very apt to retain when a licentiate if you act as con- 
science will direct you. In your intercourse with tho 
world, let moderation, self-respect, curtesy, and a respect 
for all good men, be among the first lineaments of that 
•baracter you wish to establish in society. Without 
these, you may gradually, (if not in some instantanenoui 
moment,) fall into errors &nd inconsistences, which may 
require the labor of years to remedy anil correct. Na- 
ture is the same now as when she was created from 
nothing. ]No change in her composition can be seen or 
fQlty hence, you cannot make good men respect, por had 
njen fear you, if you have not those ingredients of char- 
acter to win the love of one, and beget the fear of the 
othen In proportion as your years multiply upon you^ 
experience and observation will teach you that these 
things are true, and not mere fiction, as some may i^' 
a^4net and if you will be governed by ihefn^ and influ- 
enced by Religion, you will share largely of hc^ven'a 
blessings, which are unsparingly bestowed upon the man 
who lives in the discharge of all bis duties, and who has 
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a conscience unfettered with remorse and guilt. While 
in the discharge of your professional duties, you will be 
thrown among all grades of people, whom you will find 
good or bad, virtuous or Ticious, but your good sense 
and self-respect will persuade you without much argu- 
ment, to imitate the virtues of the former and shun the 
vices of the latter, and whether you remain in your pre- 
sent limited sphere, or be elevated by your Fellow-Cit- 
izens or their Representatives y to a more responsible 
station, endeavor to square your actions by the rule of 
justice, and be governed by the standard of truth. 

I do Hot condemn your choice of professions, but if I 
had had the selection, I might have pointed you to one 
in which you might have been more useful, especially to 
the souls of your fellow beings. I readily admit you 
may be a Christian in a Lawyer's garb as in any other, 
yet you must remember, the Law is a theatre on which 
scenes are sometimes acted, which would be hurtful to a 
professor of Religion, if he became a party concerned. 
To be a Lawyer and a Christian, in its true sense, a man 
must be well fortified with heavenly grace to avoid foil- 
ing on the rocks an«l quicksands of vice; and unless he. 
is alive to his eternal interests, by keeping the weapon 
of prayer sharpened by constant use, he will find it a 
hard task to resist the many temptations which the ene- 
my of his soul may throw in his way. At an early age, 
you sought, and I hope you have found peace with your 
God. Sufier nothing to impede your progress in your 
Christian course; he' will fulfil what he has promised. — 
Your kinsman 6. has informed me, that my friend Plun- 
ket has been sick. This pains me much, but I flatter my- 
self with the belief, that a good Providence will restore 
him to speedy health. When you see him, tell him he 
still lives in my affections, and when seated amidst my 
family around the fire-side, my mind recurs back witli 
pleasure to the days we have happily spent together.— 
The worthy family of your early and steadfast friend, 
Mortimer, is still basking In the sun-shine of {Hrosperity-. 
Miss A. is yet unmarried, and is as 'amiable and interes- 
ting as when you had the pleasure of her company. By 
con'jpetent judges, Miss A. is esteemed handsome^ and 

E 
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no one is more disposed than myself, to concede to her 
this gift of nature, so much admired and valued. Her 
mind is as elegant as her face, her retiring modesty, add- 
ed to her other admirable traits of character, declares 
how far that mind has been cultivated. She is a model 
for the young to imitate, and I presume the old will not 
deny her the meed of praise she so justly merits. I must 
close this letter more abruptly than I wish, having just 
received a small bundle of letters and papers, which yow 
know must be attended to. Be dilis:ent and attentive to 
your studies, recollect that time^ (which Doct. Franklin 
compared to money,) flies fast, and will not wait for any 
moment to be retrieved, which. has been incautiously 
lost. 

Affectionately, yours. 



»— i»»9'^a»i w M 



LETTER XIII. 



MAaoir, IS37. 

Mx Dear Douglass: — liy a reference to my letter 
book, I find my last to you bears date July 1836, and af- 
ter a silence of eight long months, have resumed my pen 
to answer yp^urs of the 15th ult. 

You have been lit the threshold of the grave, on tlic 
confines of eternity. You have been sick and nigh unto 
death, but the Lord whom you serve, and in whom you 
confide, has been merciful, and you are again blessed with 
your usual health of body and strength of mind. When 
I meditate on the narrow escape y-ou have made from 
the cold grasp of the grim monster, methinks you would 
have given the mines of Peru or the wealth of India, (if 
you had possessed them,) to some earthly Monarch, if in 
the nature of things he eould have arrested the progress 
©f the Common Leveller of mankind. But an idea of 
thii sort is a« absurd as it is unscripturaL 
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God alone, the ]V[onarch of Heaven, possesses the pow- 
er to kill and make alive, to prostrate and build up; he 
works as he pleases, and where is the man who dares to 
dispute with him while exercising these prerogatives ? 

You must attribute your recent recovery from a lan- 
guishing bed, to God's unbounded benevolence and mer- 
e V. His arm is not shortened that it cannot save, neither 
is his ear heavy that it cannot hear. 

This unmerited- mercy and stupendous benevolence, 
must doubtless increase your love and gratitude, and con- 
strain you to be more zealous and vigilant in running 
your Christian course. They must have convinced you 
of your unworthiness and imbecility, and of your depen- 
dence on Him, who sustains all things by his power, but 
who could with one stretch of his omnipotent arm, anni- 
hilate the whole. 

When you are assailed by Satan, you will bear in 
mind that the spirit and grace of God are suiBcient iii 
themselves to support you under temptations. He is a 
subtle and dangerous enemy, and knows when and where 
to attack, but as you are a disciplined soldier, you will 
keep a good look out and defeat him at every point he 
may assail. It is not my purpose to flatter or excite la 
your mind a belief, that your heart is more impregnable 
to those assaults than other professing Christians, when 
I say, that your experience in matters of Religion must 
by this time convince you, that faith and good works 
ai'e the essentials by which the Christian character can 
be sustained. Apau*t from these, our pretensions to a 
holy life will be nugatory, and in the language of that 
book, declared to be the revealed will of God, " they 
arc as sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal." To 
build a hope of liappiness on our own merits, is a most 
{palpable absurdity, and exposes those contracted views 
and notions we, or rather a large portion of the Adamic 
fan^ily entertain of God and his xoilL We cannot, we 
dare not lay any other foundation but what has been laid 
in and through the Shilo^ the Saviour and source of all 
happiness in time and eternity. 

Saint Paul plainly declares, that "faith is the substance 
qf things hoped for, the evidence of things not pe^ni'V 
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and without this faith, no man can serve God acceptably, 
nor obey him with that sincerity of heart, which his pu- 
rity and holiness require. God, we are informed, is a 
spirit, and they who worship him are required to do so in 
sincerity and truth. To worship him in any other man- 
ner, would be a solemn mockery. 

When we reflect upon the multitude of witnesses to 
the truths of divine revelation, it amounts to an impos- 
sibility, that any individual can ignorantly err, and no 
plea will be heard in that day when the secrets of every 
heart will be exposed, and the hypocrite and self-righte* 
receive their just reward. 

The scriptures are explicit on the doctrines of the 
New Birihf a change from nature to grace, and the 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit, and we certainly rob our- 
selves of those inestimable privileges, by not living up^ 
to this standard of holiness. That there was a Saviour 
from the first moment sin entered into the world, no be- 
liever in Holy writ will deny. The patriarchs nnd proph- 
ets, through the telescope of faith, viewed him as the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, and in vir- 
tue of that faith based upon the promise, that ^' the seed 
of the woman should bruise the serpent's head/' they 
were brought under the dominion of grace, and made 
partakers of the pardoning love of God by and through 
that faith. They were saved in the belief^ that he was 
to be incarnated; ti>e are saved by his death, who on the 
Cross, supported a sinking world with one hand, and the 
other he reached to heaven and brought salvation to re- 
bellious man. 

It is a fact lamentable to reflect upon, that thousands 
in this enlightened day, obstinately refuse to obey the 
requirements of the Gospel, and thousands more seem 
to be satisfied with the outward form, but are ignorant 
of the inward operations of the spirit. 

This ignorance, (if it can be so called,) proceeds from 
a contracted faith, or incorrect views of the nature and 
cfiicacy of the atonement, and those who live and die 
under this delusion, fall far short of the end for which 
they were made. You ask for information on the the 
and progress of that branch of the Church to, which you 
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bdong; Fearing' I ma)r fail in giv^ing yaa'A saitisfaetor]^ 
history, I beg leave to refer you to a flermon ctoHvered 
on that subject in the year ISd^^by^ ther late Rev« F. 
Garretson, srnxl also to a more detailed iaeecmiit in a work 
\vTitten in^ England by the Rer. W. C» Thesa he]ps 
will enable yeiu to form a more eorroet opinion relative 
ia u» as a Churchy tkan any history I x»>^td give« Prom 
spiritual subjects, I mil now tura forafewmeinentBand' 
attend to those of.a worldlyncharacter^ and -your wishes 
^vith regard to certairf pattieularsf,^ sBall be gratified as 
far as I may be eompetetit tor the task. 

The Metropolis of the State^ as ^u miglit very cor- 
rectly -suppose, is a pleasant, healthy, and desirable place, 
in which is^one a considerable busiqess, which will, I 
presume, greatly Increase when the Rail Road now in 
operation shall be completed. Ttcontainsfjve Churches, 
three Political,' and one Religious Newspaper patronized* 
by our BsrptJst bretlireny and an elegint Court" H()asc,^ 
whidi reflects much honor oil tl^ese'who erecfed it; . 

I cannot o'mitjglving th^ Norlh'Carblind:Bovk Siorc, 
a passing notice, among other things. . It is certainly one 
of tlie most ^^plendid coHection of Books in* the united* 
States. From it, Colleges, Academies Wd Schools are. 
supplied," and the loyers of literature^ taste and refine- 
ment are largely indebted" to Its j]^roprtetors for their in- ' 
defa ti gable ex^tions- in sustaini iig the establTsliment., — 
I never deat in exaggeration, and If jfcra w^re here to 
examine it, you wouM ackhovvl^dge tl><5 hajf was not* 
<o!d you of its'elegahce arid sf)leudor. ft is to be regret- 
led, you have not such an establishment in the Oii^ West, 
whenee your Colleges aftd A'cadepiies fnight wLtti no 
great difficulty be 5up|>lied \Vlth boots oTevery descrip- 
tion. Tlie Supreme Court of the, Sts\te adjourned a. few 
weeks a!ace» For talents andjegal,attainmeni^, its mem- 
bers are not inferior to any bpdj^ 6f tli^'same grade m, 
the Umon. From tire decisions of.' thai tfib^nai, there 
is no appeal ; before it, all' litigations. are adjustea?. and' 
jagtico imparilatly administered to fh^liody pblitlc. "Its^ 
decisions are acknowledged to ^e the Soprcm^ taiv of 
North Carolina, and no man can Be, so bppos^'t^ thc: 

'' ■ JE2- ■• ■ • "*■ 
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principles 6f good governments as to fitter a complaint 
against them. 

I beg leave, mjr dear friend^ to be excused from ex- 
presaing an opinion oo the general ekaraeter of the indi- 
vidual to whem/you allad'e. We ^ouI4 refrain. from 
uttertJ^g Che tlruth of a bad man, if in withholding it, soci- 
ety would sustalano injury. Tmth is powerfid and ir- 
resiattble^ when broagfat to bear ispon the conduct of 
men, yet there are eii^cumstances iiDdet* which it would 
be unwise and impolitic to divulge it All good men 
are guardians of th& public weal^ and when it becomes 
iiecessaxy to Pjurge spci^y of its filth and dross, the po- 
tent arm of Truth may -tb^n be wielde J to scijcure its 
peace and good order. I am trnly gratified to learn, that 
our youngfqend, James, ia assiduously devoted to his 
studies. JSncourage him by reason and argumelit to act 
the good jnain^|&.part^iii all things, to puraue steadily the 
path Qrf Religion and rectitude, while the bloom of man- 
hood encircles bis brow^ that when his locks shall he 
chaneed from black to whiH^ he may be buoyed up with 
the pleasing and consoling refiection, of having discharg- 
ed his- duty to God and his fellow creatures. I presume 
you have heard ere this, tiirough the medium of the pub- 
lic prints, of the late melancholy afiair at the seat of the 
General Gpvernmjpnt, which resulted in the immediate 
death ^f one of the party. I am opposed to the practice 
of duelling, believing it to be a species of barbarism dis- 
paeeful and anti-chnatian ip its character. Can mortal 
man Uiink he luur a right to dispose of himaelf as he 
pleases? 

An idea of tKTs kind ia revolting to every principle of 
our holy Religion and the laws' of God. I never con- 
ceived tiiat b^ue coirage.or bravery consisted in pne man 
robbing another of bis life in jingle combat A ^^^ ^ 
honor doea not compel liim to shed the blood of his i^^' 
l6w man under any drcumstanees vrhereself-preservalton 
is not jeopardrsed. It is nothing more lior less Chan a 
wieked heati, which prompts him to such flagitious means 
to obtain satis^faction (as he, may conceive it) for a sup- 
posed or in^aginary mjury gr ihsult received from hi^ 
felIow«. Mewinks human nature must shudder and weep 



at Ibe thou^t of ber own depravity, and would willingly 
avert this, and all other drQxqful evib^ if she could, by 
any deleted or self-originating power, dismantle herself 
of her imbecility. I hope the time is fast approaching, 
when this barbarous, this fiendish practice, will be totally 
abolished, and the laws of God and man na longer in- 
sulted and trampled upon by 'men of honpr (so called by 
the world] who> it appears, canoot adjust their'difierences 
in any other way but at the poiat oi the^ sword or the 
muzzle of the pistol. Sut enough. o{. this. 

My paper admomishos me that It is time to close, but 
I feel an unwillingness to do so, until I am permitted to 
exhort yop to be prepared for deatb> that whether he ap- 
pears in a hasty or protracted summons, you inay be 
received into the Sanctum Sanctorum qr'Holy of Holies, 
where your God, the Supreme Architect gf the universe, 
presides, yeady^ on your^ntrajice,fo"declL your head with 
a crown of glory, which ypu will be permitted to wear 
through a ceaseless eternity, ... 

Xour's,.a5 visual.,. 
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LETTEtt XIV. 



Mir DEAR Mapam : — If I did not believe that a large 
portion of your time wad occupied in attending to your 
<Iomestic avocations^ I might be induced to reproacli you 
for your silence, which I imputed to a careless indiffer- 
ence in fulfilling 9* pTomise, voluntarily made on your 
part, which was (if your inemory has not betrayed you) 
to continue this correspondence, which has had an exis- 
tence of some years, and whicli has been, with the excep- 
tion of short intervals, uninterrupted. 

The apology you ofief, though I required hone in my 
lasfcommunication^ I feel bounds upon the pritlclples of 
courtesy and politeness, to accept; but am^t a loss to con- 
jecture the cause of delay in Its transmission ; but be tliat 
as it may, the contents were gratifying to my feelings, 
inasmuch as they communieated the pleasing intelligence 
of the continued good heafth of yourself and fami4y, and 
you have my best wishes for a long enjoyment of thai, 
with other hiessings, which are the gifts of a kind andin^ 
dulgent Providence. 

I have placed it out of your power to upbraid nre 7ioWy 
as you have done, for not yielding to the wishes of H. W. 
in consummating a union with the daughter of our friend 
G. T. The ©oly objection I urged was her youth and 
inexperience, imt upon mattfre consideration, I have re- 
moved all opposing obstacles. They are now united by 
a tie which no power but death can dissolve — ^and I think 
it will not require months or 3rear8 to convince him that 
he has made a judicious choice, which I hope will receive 
the smiles of Heaven. 

^^Adesireof hapjHnessis impfairted in the Heart of every 
rational creature, and the Author of oqr being has gra- 
ciously placed within our reach those means by which it 
may be obtained. Hence, we see all mankind, as pooh 
as they arrive to years of discretion, in pursuit of that 
which they suppose will confer upon them this inestima- 



hie gift. But the paths the3r pursue in order to find It 
are very diversified/' Our young friend lias obeyed the 
dictates of this desire^ and has acted up to that principle 
ingrafted in him by nature. He appears to be truly happy 
with her whom he tenderly loves, and from visible signs, 
r have every assurance to believe the love is reciprocal. 
I cannot be alone in the opinion, that no word in the En- 
glish language is more mangled and perverted in its defi- 
nition, than happiness. It is sup'posed by some to consist 
in a superabundance of wealth ; by others, in fame, honors 
and pleasures; and to acquire all or either of these, they 
are engaged both early a«d. late.. But I will simply ask the 
question, do our reason and judgment tell us that happi- 
ness, is to lie found in those pursuits.^ Certainly not.— 
If we could satisfy our minds that affluence would increase 
our hairiness, yet all our efforti^ to amass wealth may 
prove unsuccessful, or after it has been acquired, we may 
be deprived oC it by some unforeseen misfortune.. 

To their.possessors, wealth, fame and honor lose their 
influence, and are as a rope of sand, in the hour of death, 
and how awful must that summons appear to him who 
has been laying up treasures on earth and-not in Heaven! 
<< His dreams of happiness will then pass away as the 
morning cloud, and he will go down to the dark cham- 
bers of the gmve, regretting that he had been so upwise 
aa to risk hiB hopes of happiYiess* on such sordid and vis« 
ionary objects.'^ The anxious enquirer may ask, in what 
do I conceive true happiness to consist? I answer, in 
contentment and a mind undisturbed with cares, a con- 
science void of ofience towards God and man, a life de- 
voted to Religion, and walking in the path of duty with 
.1 steady and unwavering step. There, and only there, 
may it be found in all its natural loveliness. This hap- 
piness is as firm as the pillars of Heaven, and as lasting 
as eternity; its possessors have nothing to dread, though 
they may be forsaken by the world ; though persecutions 
and afflictions come like an overwhelming torrent, they 
smile at, and remain unmoved against them all; their 
hopes of happiness are fixed on God, in whose promises 
Uiey confide, and under whose smiles they live while or> 
earth, 
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A Poet of unrivalled celebrity remarks, that there is a 
tide in the afikirs of.men, which, in its ebbings and flow- 
ings, brings either prosperity or adversity; and I will 
add, that in consequence of ?/m/'cauae producing such an 
effect, it creates, on the one hand, pridCj avarice, and a 
love of the things of earth, and on the other, murmuring^, 
discontent and envy, which I unceasingly pray to be de- 
livered from, and live in subjection to the will of Hiin 
who regulates and governs all things by his wisdom and 
power. To the Christian, like yourself, my dear Madam, 
(and I think I may include myself,) this world has few 
or no charms. Many years since, you have forsaken it 
and its vanities, and have chosen that good part which 
wicked men or devils cannot take from you, if you per- 
•cvere and are faithful to vour life's end. Riches, f.tr 
more Valuable than gold or silver, are kept in store for 
yoti, and when your mind dwells upon. the many mercies 
and blessings which God has lavished upon you in a scrips 
tural and temporal «ense, you are encouraged to press for- 
ward with redoubled ardor and zeal in the path of duty, 
whi^h will ultimately lead to life everlasting. As no 
mortal eye can penetrate the veil of futurity, it is not for 
me to say, or even to conjecture, what awaits me in life. 

Like yourself, I have cast the world behind me, and feel 
that I am' a stranger and pilgrim on earth, 'aml-wuulclniat 

exchange my hope of Heaven and happiness for all Its 

wealth and honors : 

A conscience clear, a temper mild, 

A spirit calm and meek, 
A soul that's sinleaa as a child, 

I humbly crave and seek. 

I ask not worldly weahh or fame, 

I seek no glittering toys : 
All are to me an empty name — 

I pant for Heavenly joys. 

There is no situation in life in which a man may he 
placed, however humble, but he may be instrumental in 
doing good. With- cheerfulness, I accede to your wishes, 
and sincerely hope I may be made the humble instrument 
in removing certain doubts and fears which have been 
harrassing Gorham's mind for some time past, lie must 
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not forget that Jehovah wills the death of no man. The 
fact should be firmly fixed in his mind^th^t Chrises blood 
(who died for all mankind) can cleatise liils soul of sin. 
and pollution ; consequently, if he have sinned iii tioughfy 
tvord or deed, he should hasten without delay to the strong 
for strength, pour out his soul in prayer at the footstool 
of mercy, and he has God's own word that he shall have 
peace and comfort imparted to him. 

Place the Bible in his hands, tell him to read it atten- 
tively, urge him to rely upon the truths it eontains, and 
die clouds which now hang in thick darkness over his 
spiritual horizon, will eventually disperse, and the light 
of God's gracious countenance will shine with brilliancy 
through his soul, and he made to rejoice again in his par- 
doning love* He must be unceasing in his prayers for 
supporting grace under the assaults and temptations of 
Satan. The Rev. Mr. Buck defines grace as the free 
love and favor of God : it discovers itself by an increase 
of spiritual light and knowledge, by our renouncing self, 
and placing our whole dependence on Christ, who is tlie 
Saviour of all who belLeve, but the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah to the sinner. It is the effect of a living faith in 
the merits of Christ, which is appended to, and is the 
consequence of Regeneration ; it produces a peace and 
calmness in the soul, which the unregenerated cannot 
comprehend. " By its aid, our distresses are diminished, 
our grief lessened, our love enlarged, it restrains our am- 
bition and refines our affections.'' By it we are sup- 
ported under afHictions, we can triumph in our troubles, 
and in our conflicts with Satan and the flesh, we can re- 
joice in a well grounded hope of tasting hereafter the 
sweet waters which flow in gentle streams through the 
fields of unsullied bliss. 

With its influence, we exercise /?a/ie/ic« in tribulation ; 
no disposition of revenge lurk^ in the hearty to disturb 
its peace ; kindness and mercy are extended to our eiie- 
mics, and we embrace the whole world in the arms of 
friendship and love. 

This precious geip, which, to the world of mankind, is 
of little importante, is viewed by the humble Christian 
as a blessing, the worth of which i* not within the reach 
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of his conception. It removes all obstructions, and makes 
lerel and smooth the path to Heaven. It is a safeguard 
to the Ohristian in his joarney through life, and wlienhe 
is laid on a bed of death, an arm unseen sustains him, and 
\Yhen the last struggle of nature has ceased, his soul is 
admitted into the presence of God, where he is permitted 
to eat with a delicious relish the marriage supper of the 
Lamb. 

I will now take my leavfe of Gorham, to reflect upon 
the suggestions I have made touching his present situa- 
tion, and attend to that part of your letter asking advice 
aft to the course best to be pursued with your son Junius. 
I think a young man's wishes should be gratified in 
making choice of any particular profession to which the 
scope of his mind might lead him., and as you inform nie 
his has a strong predilection for 7nedicin€y.l would advise 
you t* give liim such an education as that profession re- 
quires and demands^ His health being somewhat deli- 
cate, I would recommend a Southern, in preference to a 
Northern College. R. M. stands deservedly high as a 
seminary of leaming; so does mtr oivn College, with 
those of C. and L. G. farther South. I presume you will 
be at no loss to make a selection, and as procrastination 
is hurtfol and dangerous in small matters, it is far more 
so in important ones. I therefore advise you to consume 
as little time as possible in your arrangements. The 
sooner he enters upon his Collegiate course, the better; 
and as I have said to others, I say to you, time is valua- 
ble, it \vaitg for no one, and no moment should fee lost, 
which might be profitably employed. 

I hope you will gratify your desire, by visiting this 
part of the State. My tetter part and self would be 
more than ordinarily pleased to receive a visit from you. 
A fair opportunity would then be given us to talk over 
old matters and rehearse former friendships, with the 
feelings and warmth of true friendship. I value /n'^ 
friendship as much as epicures do old wine, which is said 
to be superior to all others ; and as that kind of friend- 
ship is a rare ingriedient in the composition of many, i| 
receives a large share of my esteem, whenever and 
among whon^oever I may find it. You know, however, 



we are bound bj the ties of a common kindred to love 
one another, being the children of 'one family, and that 
family haying the same parent to teach and instruct us in 
our duty to Him and ourselves, as sons and daughters of 
the same lineage, our hearts and purses should be kept open 
to relieve the wants of suffering humanity. 

It is said t>f Gen. Waahingtoi^, that he always relieved 
virtuous poverty, whenever he met with it, as its wants 
demanded. He well knew that in giving his goods to 
feed the poor, he wad acting in obedience to the law of 
Gody as well as imparting pleasure to his generous- soul. 
Let us follow that great and . good man's example, and 
ever bear in mind that w^hatever is given to the poor is 
lent ta the Lord. 

I saw our friends inP* a short time since. They enjoy 
good health* Miss S. is the same amiable andinteresting 
lady. Report says she will soon exchange the Miss^ for 
the Mrs. ; but as you know that little thing is sometimes 
officious and meddlesome, I imagine no one will be ac- 
cusTed of in<i^edulity if he refuse to Join the little babbler 
ia retailing it as a matter of fact 

It has been remarked that Clergymen and other public 
speakers should never weary their audience with long 
sermons and addresses, ^y the same parity of reasbning, 
you may urge the necessity of letter writers being more 
laconic* Under this impression, I shall close this letter 
with a hoperthat you will pardon me If I have been guilty 
of this faait I wrote as my fefelings dictated, unconscious 
of the tiint and paper consumed in writing. - 

I am, Madam, with due. regard, 

Your friend. 
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LETTER XV. 



JvLYy 1838. 

Mr i>EAn SuMNEit : To correspond with distantfricnds; 
through the ordinary channel of communicntiony has been 
to me a source of much pleasure — some of whotn have 
been punctual in their engagements, others inexcusably 
negligent and careless in complying with promises made 
in good fahh. 

In looking ov€r my list of correspondents, and com- 
paring the punctuality of one class with the negligence 
and inattention of the other, I discover you are a defaulter, 
and am reluctantly compelled to place your name among 
the latter, and am apprehensive the large debt which ap- 
pears in bold relief against you, for unanswered letters, 
will not soon be canaelled. Are you willing to bear this 
reproach, and the imputation of forfeiting «n acknowl- 
edged friendship, which has had an existence for more 
than twenty years ? Have days of absence obliterated 
all remembrance of pas^ times, and changed a warm and 
steadfast friend into a cold-hearted acquaintance ? 

IfyQu wiU not accuse me of inquisitiveneas, or a dis- 
position to search into your private affairs, I wish to pro* 
pound a questio.n or two more, which, I assure you, i^ 
for the purpose of gratifying a friendly curiosity. 

I am solicitous tp know what strange thing has hap- 
pened to, or befallen you ? Have ywi been the subject 
of disease, or have the multifarious concerns of life en^ 
grossed your time and thoughts, to the neglect of other 
duties equally imperative ? Has any wizard bewitched 
you, or have you, like Rip Van fVinhle^ of renowned 
memory, been indulging yourself in a long and undis- 
turbed nap ? If such is the fact, I advise you to wake 
up and attend to the dozen or more of unanswered let- 
ters received from your friends and correspondents.—"" 
Punctuality in discharging any duty >or obligation, how- 
ever small or trifling it may be, is an important consid-> 
eration w'ith men of reflection and prudence. Never 
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make a promise, unless you have^the means and ability 
to con;ply. 

It has bejen correctly remarked, that ready promisers 
are not unfrequently slow performers, which I have found 
literally true, and much to my detriment. ,. 

In the promises of such men, I place no confidence — 
and if, in their transactions with their fellow-men, they 
intentionally or, by accident fulful or perform one or 
morq, promises, it is not, in my view of the matter, done 
from any moral incitement or binding principle, but 
from selfish considerations alone. 

Among men of high-mindedness, a mere promise is as 
binding as any obligation they might enter into,, and. it 
is to be regretted that all were not of this high-minded 
class, wlK)se honor and reputatioii are pledged to execute 
and perform promises when made, and look upon the 
hypocrite's pledges, and the authors of unredeemed pro- 
mises, with a manly and dignified contempt, 

I hope I may be sustained in the opinion that.a man's 
reputation (or probity depends as much upon the per- 
formance of promises and obligations as the practice of 
any other of the cardinal virtues. 

My limited knowledge of agriculture will not permit 
me to give advice upon any of its branches, fearing I may 
expose my ignorance and do more harm than goocf. 
Reading and observation have convinced me that Far- 
mers are the bone and sinew of any country, and by their 
industry and steady habits, they ai*e made the principal 
contributors to its support and nourishment, and if con- 
tentment and peace can be found among any people, it is 
within tlie threshold of MeiV dwellings. Plain and un- 
ostentatious,'they are (with some few exceptions) hos- 
pitable, kind and friendly, and when applied to, never 
shrink from the performance of any duty obligatory on 
them as Christians, citizens and members of the body 
politic. 

I should delight as much as' any man in the manage- 
ment of a farm, and had I force sufficient, I would embark 
in that pursuit without delay. With my barn groaning 
under the weight of the product of my farm, my smoke-' 
house filled with meats suitable for the table, and 9 ^tQcU 
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of every kind, from which I could supply it as its wants 
required, I should feel as independent (comparatively 
speaking) as I suppose Louis Philip must do, with his 
five or six millions of pounds sterling. 

I have ne\«er coveted riches, neither have I been sple- 
netic at the success of others- in accumulating wealth.— 
I only desire that portion which will place me above 
want, and release me from the cares and frowns of the 
world. I -earnestly desire to be as Saint Paul was, con- 
tented and satisfied with such temporal comforts and 
blessings as a beneficent 'Creator bestows upon me — and 
as he knows what is best for man, I wish to be sub- 
missive to his will under all the circumstances of life. 

Your prosperity must be attributable to the care, in- 
dustry and attention which have marked your operations, 
added to the smiles of Heaven's God. By night and by 
day, yon should ofier up thanks the most sincere, ac- 
knowledgments the most grateful, to Him, for those bless- 
ings which you now enjoy ; aspirations of praise should 
continually ascend to that holy source from whence you 
derive health and strength and life, with its comforts and 
blessings. 

As your riches increase, be very careful not to set 
your afiections upon them ; use them for the benefit of 
God and his cause, as w^ell as your own — ^knowing that 
from Him you receive them, and to Him you are ac- 
countable for the distribution you make of IhenK It is 
acknowledged that the heart is the seat of every evil 
passion and propensity-^and as this fact is demonstrated 
by every day's observation, you must watch with an 
eagle's eye the least appearance of coveiousness and 
avarice. 

Drive them far from you ; suffer them not to approach 
the door of your heart — for as sure as th«y gain admit- 
tance, a poison is infused, which, if not speedily eradi- 
cated, will assuredly kill ^nd destroy the soul infected 
with it. 

The former rs an insidious sin, says IVfr. Pike. ^The 
covetous man scarcely has ever any suspicion of his real 
character. He that robs or kills knows that he is a rob- 
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ISer or a murderer;; he. that plunges into drunkennes99\ 
when reason reiurna^ knows that he has been intoxicated; 
but he that indulges cev^tousness, generally has no sus- 
picion of his gailt and danger^ but lixes and dits and per-r 
ishes in his own delusion." 

The same author flaj^s covjetousness^ is* a sin not less 
dangerous than abominable. 

" A covetous professor of Religion is in a state nearly 
as desperate as that of a soul in hell. This sin so blinds 
tlie mind, so hardeni^ the heart, that a Christian Minister 
might almost as welt reason wilh a «tone as with a cov- 
etous professor of Rieltgibn, and might stand on a tomb 
and preach to the tenants of the grave, with nearly as 
mu€h prospect of benefitting them as there is in benefit- 
ting him.'* 

You profess to be a disciple of Christ. If you are,, 
you too miist be crucified to the would, and the world- 
to you. If a Christian indeed, your treasure and your 
home lie beyond the grave, and your heart and hopes are, 
H^xed on unfading blessings there. 

Perhaps you may enquire, is it essential to a Christian; 
character to die to the world? Indeed it is. Hear the. 
language of Saint Paul : 

** To be carnally minded is- d«ath.* Love not the worldt 
nor the things of the world ; if any man love the world,, 
the love of the Father is not in Rim. 

Whosoever will be a frie^nd to the. world, is an enemy 
to God." 

What can be mpre explicit than these solemn passa- 
ges? The professor of Religion who doen not obw 
these commands, is but a professor; he knows npthing 
of the inner man being changed itJ^mnatune U>- grac€; 
his RjBligion is of the /leaefj nc^ of the heart; he is a 
straaiger to Christ and. his Gospel ; he is an enemy to^. 
God, and the Devil's friend. 

Be not decenredv There is no neutral or half-way 
ground you ean stand oa% You are either a son of God,^ 
in a Scriptural s«nse^ oryoa are a servant at Satan.. 
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Cast the world behind you — 

*' Tis all a fleeting show, 

For man's delusion given; 

The smiles of joy, the tears of woe, 

Deceitful shine, deceitfal flow — . 

There's nothing true but Heaven.** • 

To change the subject,. I raust anprise you of the 
reception of A letter from my friend J . S., which requires 
an immediate answer, and I am therefore compelled to 
close this letter somewhat abruptly. 

May the smiles of ileaven rest upon you while you 
live, and when you cea^e to he of. this earth's inhabi- 
tants, may you ascend to everlasting habitations, to enjoy 
their blessings and delights forever. 

Sincerely, yours. 
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LETTER XVr. 



Jbly, 183S. 

Bear Henry" : — ^Upon a careful examination of ciy 
letters on file, I find your^ written on the 13th ult., the 
first to answer, and after reple'nishing my ink-stand, 
mending a couple of pens and spreading my paper before 
me, will commence i^vriting by asking some questions.— 
Can it'^be possible that our friend and relative, Plunket, 
has beeome sceptical in his ReUgibus views ? Has un- 
belief so far garned an ascendency over his intelligent 
and cultivated mindy as to influence it to 'doubt the truth 
of revelatiori and the' gospel plan of man's salvation ? It 
must not, it cannot be. 

In reading the history of the deliverance of the Israel- 
its from Egyptiai). bondage,, their safo passage through 
the^R^&d Sqa, andrthe miracles which weife wrought for 
their preservation' in the wilderness, I am filled with as- 
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tonishmenty that t)iey should havo rebelled agamst God, 
and doubted his power, mercy and goodnes?^ to save, pro- 
tect and defend theiii. • • 

We may with much truth convert our cry against this 
people, into bitter complaints against ourselves, and oon* 
demn our unbelieving hearts, that can, in the midst of 
such an accumulation 5f mercies' and -fa vbns, cry out in 
the tone of unbelief, there is* no balm in Gillead, there is 
no Physician to heal andrestorfeto health; we must for- 
ever perish. ' ' 

There is' no' sin more hateful to: God, and hurtful to 
our souls than unbelief-, it spits in the face of every gos-^ 
pel promise, views the Bible as a fable or idle tale, and 
saps the foundation of future happiness. 

As the prayer of fafth on the one hand' opens heaven, 
from whence every blessing *we need descends, sa unbe- 
lief on the other shuts it up, and the heart is thereby 
made sullen, obstinate'and unyielding. 

It starves the soul, while a bountiful tabla is spread, to 
which it is invited -to partake, without money and with- 
out price, it disturbs the tranquility of the niind in health, 
and when death approaches, the brave main is changed 
into the coward, and his boasting into cries for mercy 
and pardon. God 5ayS) have faith on me ^ and you shall 
have life everlasting ; btf t^ unbelief says, thou hast forgot- 
ten to be gracious^ ,and iri'thy wrath Jiast shut thy bovvels 
of mercy, giving by this assertion, the direct lie to 6od, 
and insulting \fiis spirit.' How can you or I^ or any 
otber 'a'ccountablfc b'einff, harbor such a monster in our 
breasts, or givfe admittance for a moment to such a fiend, 
whicn distraje^ and throws the souT into confusion? — 
How absurd Jirid foolish for a finite mind to limit the 
ttoly Ome, or circumscribe his grace and jnercy ? 

Shall I, a worm of the dust, dispute with, God on the 
vicarious atonement of his Son, and deny that there is 
any virtue in his blood ? / Shall I be afraid that his arm 
is too short to save, or his ear too heavy td hear when I 
pray to him aright? Mos.t assuredly not. 

Now as the Creator is infinitely superior to the crea- 
turcf/so the Saviour, who is Emanuel and God with us, 



fs far above the tinner^ and can save fronr wrath evcrjr 
soul who will approach the Father through him. He 
pleads for sinners, and the Father for his sake, delays- 
another and another year, ere be cuts the thread of life, 
and with that Justice, (long, forfeited,} doonts the rebel 
to eternal torment». 

Scepticism is another «Kim& for Deiftn ; therefore, it 
we deny^him in any garl>, he will deny us. If we shall 
keep the arm of rebellion raised against him, if we shall, 
in the pride and stubbornness of our hearts, declare he 
•hall not reign over ms, he will forsake us in the hour of 
dissolution, and if we die in our sin8> we shall perish 
everlastingly. As yoa have frequent opportunities of 
conversing with our sceptical relative, do not forget to 
introduce the subject of Religion in your private and 
Oither discussions. . His mind was ooee enlightened, he 
was once convinced of tbe importance of that invaluable 
gift, and I would gladly hope be has not discarded every 
impression tending' to the obtaining of that one thing 
needfuL Put Simpson' m pha for Religion in his hands, 
request him as you love his soul, .to give it an attentive^ 
perusal ; it is a work well calculated to awaken and conr 
vince, and if he will read it with a desire to be benefitted, 
God peradveature, may, by his spirit, open his eyes to 
i$ee his danger, ancf give him a knowledge of himself 2iS 
a sinner, and by a hearty repentance and true faith, ac- 
knowledge him to be his son, and wipe away the stain 
of sins. I will hazard the opinion, that if any infidel 
were to meditate calmly and dispassionately on God and 
his works, particularly himself, he would be convinced 
of the truth of Divine Revelation, and embrace it He 
would at once discover the fallacy and stupidity of coiiy 
ing a doctrine inimical to that which the Bible teaches^ 
he would confess his itiability to do any thing good and 
acceptable of him,self, and sa'y with the prodigal son, 
*' Father, I have sinned against thee, forgive my sins and 
make me as one of thy hired servants." 

If I could hear of our friend's conversPon from that 
moth of the soul, Infiddity, to the pure and unalloyed 
doctrines of Christianity, it would gkdden my heart be- 
yond expression, my soul would rejoice, and my pVayer 
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would ever be for a faithful performance of hw Religious 
duties. On ordinary subjects, I might be* persuaded to 
bring this communication to a close, but as the one I am 
nmo addressing my friend Henry upon, is of an impor- 
tant character, I flatter myself he will bear ynth me a 
moment or two longer. How stands the case with you? 
Are you with many other professing Christians, dul],eold 
and inert in Religion ? If you^re in this situjaition, with 
an honest heart, i conjure you to arouse from your leth^ 
argy, gird on the armour of gospel truth and simplicity 
anew, and regain the ground you have lost. To eflfect 
this, prayers and invocations must ascend to heaven by 
ministers and members of the General Church for revi- 
vals ; then and not till then, will our languishing Zion 
appear in the brightness of the moon, clearnesss of the 
sun, and the beauty and loveliness of the bride the Lamb's 
wife. The work will commence to God's praise, and 
end to his glory,, if professors in the different branches 
of the Church will unite with Christian fellowship and 
feeling, in bringing about (his happy and glorious state 
of things. We lie down and rise up as children, with 
an apparent unconsciousness of the great responsibility 
we are under to God, to do his will, which la for the min- 
isters and members to persuade, cjiliort, and encourage 
the sinner to forsake^ hia ©vil w^y^, atid Uy«^^^«>4 die jan^ 
der the smiles and approbation of Godt 

As we know our duty, we must not shrink from dis- 
charging it, but as fait,hful and unflinching soldiers, be 
always at our posts, to perform any servi<^ he may re- 
quire of us. I have heard of a miniater, who . after 
preaching for some fifteen or twenty years^ candidly ac- 
knowledged, that if he had been instrumental in awaken- 
ing and converting one souly he was ignorant of it. Un- 
faithful and unfruitful ministers ! 'Methinks, they will 
have an awful account to a^ust at the Bar of Infinite 
Justice, when the Common Leveller of mankind, with a 
voice more terrific than the loudest thunder, shall sum- 
mon them to surrender their abused stewardship. My 
feelings tell me I have written enough ; perhaps I have, 
and in closing, will inform you of the good hesuth of our 
friends in P. The amiably Miss S, M. is still ia a st^^te 
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o£ singleness, and I know no one at present, who is so- 
liciting her to change it. 

I have heard nothing from Douglass nor Pendleton, 
in some months. I hope nevertheless, their march is on- 
ward, and if I have any wish to gratify concerning them, 
it is that they may livje holy lives, and die triumphant 
deaths. 



LETTER XVir 



Septmmbeb, 18^S. 

Dear James : — Among the many letters which lie 
stattered upon my- table, f find one with your signaturp, 
bearing date 22A of July, and to avoid any grumblings 
or complaints, I have seated myself in the family elbow 
chair, for the purpose of spending a few leisure and un- 
disturbed moments, to reply to it. To use a new fangled 
expreBsioii^ y uu must not expect your fancy to be fed up- 
on a luxurious variety, neither will I attempt to gratify 
your appetite with any thing strange or marvelous. It 
is my purpose sometimes to amuse, but nine times out 
often, my object is to edify and instruct, by using a di- 
alect peculiarly my own, which from its simplicity and 
plainness, can neither be incomprehensible to any mind, 
however limited or circumscribed. 

Beginning with domestic affairs, I have to Inform you, 
that this, with other portions of North Carolina, has been 
visited with a drougTit far more destructive than any ^ve 
have had for years, and I fear much suffering for bread 
among the poor will consequently follow. 

The drought cannot be the result of chance, as some 
may foolishly conjecture. Consult the Religious part of 
society, ask the good meaning iporalist, who may bav^ 
watched the signs of the times, and either will tell you 
that it is sent by Heavep's Sovereign, to chastise his re- 



betlious subjeets, ancl"»he\v them clearly the heinous na* 
ture of their rebellion. 

When children arc undutiful. chatstisement i^ Ihe most 
effieacious remedy to bring them in the path of duty ; it 
is as essential as their daily bread, and must be inflicted' 
in proportion to the disobedience manifested. As pro-^ 
fessors of Religion, as members of Christ's Church, we 
have been disobedient and ungrateful, we have fallen in^- 
to a coldness and dullness, which have incurred the dis- 
pleasure of the Great Head. Her members, forgetting the 
dignity alHed to the Christian character, mingle and 
commingle with the world, by participating in its fancied 
pleasures, and is a people dependent on him for suste- 
nance and support, we have been perfidiously ungratefuf, 
and we are bound to submittoany mode of chastisement, 
without a murmur or comphint. Am I not right ? — ^ 
Will not reason, and a glance into the word of God, sup- 
port me in these opinions? Most assuredly they will, 
and until we, his children, learn to be obedientand sub- 
missive to his will in all things pertaining tons, we shall 
incur his displeasure, live and die under it, and be driven 
from his holy presence, to those regions which are pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels. If 1 were to judge 
from the hints and the indirect allusions you have thrown 
out, you intend te shake hatids with, and bid a final adieu 
to celibacy y and enter ^lpon the matrimonial state.-^ 
Be it so, you are of age and eapable, I trust, of forming 
a correct judgment in these things, but before you make 
a final selection, an intimate acquaintance with" her 
mind, disposition and endowments, and last, though not 
least, her qualifications for managing the affairs, of a 
family, should be carefully Cultivated. 

Commune with your heart-, consider well the step you 
are about to take; one moment of inconsiderate haste may 
cause years of discontent and unhappiness, which very 
often accompany inconsiderate and unreflecting marriages. 
If you shall find the object of your choice mild and ami- 
able iu her tempef, not self-tvilledf courteous, and be- 
nevolent, a Christian in its true signification, with other 
endeai*ing qualities, she cannot fail to contribute hrgely 
to your comfort, happiness and peice; she will add dig- 



nity to the name and charaeter of wife^ and will gradu- 
ally gain the respect and esteem of her associates. 

When that important event shall occur, do not err in 
supposing that you hare united yourself to a being infe- 
•rior to yourself by nature. The Rev. Mr. Henry, in his 
comment on Genesis, cbap..iii. thus beautifully remarks: 
" Woman wa« not made of man's head, to top him, nor 
out of his feet, to be trampled upon by him, but out of 
his side, to be equal with him,, under hi» arm, to be pro- 
tected, and near hi» heart, to be beloved.*^ 

Theser are weighty considerations, which should govern 
you in selecting a partner (not for any defijiite time, as 
some of the Heathen do, but "w long as you hoth shall 
live.^^) 

When qAiestions are propeut^ded and enquiries made, 
particularly by one who has an elevated seat in my af- 
fections, it is ray wish to answer them satirfaetorily (if 
within the range of my abilities.) But those M-hich you 
have propounded are of that character which cannot be 
correctly answered by a mind as limited and eircumscribed 
as mine ; but I shall venture the assertion, that out of the 
lai'ge and. respectable bulk of the learned and intelligent 
of the community, nine-tenths at least would pronounce 
it folly in any man "to claim ,as large a charter as the 
wind, to blow on whom he pleases." No such right was 
ever delegated by any code of laws of ancient or modern 
date, enacted by Christians, 

When a Student at Law,*^ I gave you some salutary 
hints aj to the course you might then pursuo.. You are 
noWy I presume, a Licentiate, which, I .hope, will soon 
ripen ihto a Practitioner of the first Tank, to which you 
can attain, if you do not cramp the energies of your 
mind by a suicidal indulgence in indolence, ease ai;id in- 
activity. 

'fhe Law may be properly conrpared to* a hinge, on 
which tupns the good or ill fortune of those individuals 
involved in it To some, it has been a profitaibleservai^? 
but to others, equally as worthy of its benefits, a cruel 
and imperious master ; and I am assured ths^ truth will 
sustain me in the assertion> that very mach of the hard 
earnings nith^.^oor (and the nc& too,to>ad«[ to their al- 
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ready acquired wealth) has been spent in malicious and 
foolish law-suits, which could have been amicably ad- 
justed by the interposition of mutual friends as arbiters 
of the respective parties. Where you are employed to 
defend virtue and innocence against the insidious attacks 
of the wicked and profane, use no language but what an 
honest heart may aictatej and your conscience approves ; 
<;arefully avoiding the foul weapons of blander and abii^e 
in gaining your cause, which, if a just one, needs no such 
aid to insure its success, and nothing, I think, can be more 
cruel and unjust than the use of them in defending K^bad 
one. 

In all your demeanor, jiustatn tlie character of a con- 
sistent Christian, a gentlem^in and philanthropist, culti- 
vate an acquaintance, with the virtuous and the good, an4^ 
studiously shun the company of the vicious and .the bstd. 

Be friendly with all, but inlimate with few, and in 
your dealings and transactions %vith the world^ deal 
justly, love merey,and yon cannot err in your interco^rv^ 
wiih it. , ^ 

Among the books of your library, give the Bible a 
conspicuous place ; ^' let no day pass over without some 
serious perusal of it, joined with an humble, earnest prayer 
to God for wisdom to understand it, and. power to eon- 
form to it." 

I am compelled to close hastily ; my faithful Towser 
informs me that some slranger or friend is^ approaching 
my dwelling. Through the window near me^ I discover 
my warm and devoted friend Qouglass, in whose heart 
glows every manly and generous ^hnz. I must now 
rise from the seat in which I have been for an lio^ir or so 
pleasantly occupied, to meet and greet him with a heaitty 
welcome. The residue I shall reserve for a future copi^ 
munication ; in the mean time, J bid you an afiectipnate. 
farewell. r-- 
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LET T£a XVIII. 



OcTOBSx, 1338^ 

DfAR James : — To perform promnes, is s daty which 
every individual should feel morally and honorably bound 
to discbargOi no imped imeivts nor obstacles being thrown 
in th^ way to prevent it. With this view of the case, I 
have resunaed my pen to furnish you with the balance or 
second part of my letter of last month. 

Apart from the cause of my abruptness in dosing it^ 
I wiil continue my advice relative to your gfving the 
Bible a pfatce on the aheWes of your library. 

Be assured it is the most valuable of all boobs, and if 
you will be guided' by its precepts, and be governed by 
italaws, the toilefs of Satan, the a/Ztiremen/^pf the world 
aitd the pronentss of the flesh to commit sin, cannot harm 
you. The arm of Jehovah is sufficiently strong to rescue 
yOu from these and other dangers, if you rely with confi- 
d^ee on its streiTgth. If he is for us, who can be against 
us? Be a frequent visiter to your library, give your 
nrfnd fair play, and my reputation for it, if your booki^ 
.will not enrich it with valuable and lasting knowledge. 
Love ybur library as Rbscoe did his, be wedded to it, 
and with the oracles of Ood to cdnsult, you will be great 
and good. By the term books, I do ndt include Noveh 
zxkdi Romances y which vitiate the taste, distemper the 
mind, and unfit it for the reception of wholesome and 
nourishing food. Leave such trash for those who can 
relish it, but for yourself, touch, taste nor handle not the 
ufidean thing. I speak from experience; your good 
sense wfll doubtless enable you to- profit by it, in addition 
with my advice, which I would not give if I did not be- 
lieve it would result in your present and future good. — 
Be watchful against an inordinate affection for this pre- 
sent world, use it with sober cheerfulness and gratitude 
to Heaven, but •uffer it not to engase your heart <^ This 
will make you easy to be pleased, difficult to be offeaded, 
<*41m and serene in every ciraumstance of life.'' 



Do not neglect the House of God; be punctual in your 
attendance on public worship, and compel your 8erv4iats 
and others whom you control to do the same. 

To the poor, exercise benevolence and charity, and do 
not envy the prosperity of the rich ; remember that what 
you have is not rightfully yours, but lent you by a gra- 
cious Being, w4io delights in benevolent acts and will re- 
ward them m proportion to their merits. Be not back- 
ward in visiting the sick, and if necessary, reliere their 
«¥flnts in such a manner as will be mdst^onddciye to their 
comfort and health. You know God requires this of us, 
and shall we -wickedly refuse to obey ? Assuredly not ; 
but this, and e^ery other e9mmand,«hdald be cheerfiilfy 
obeyed-— expecting no other reward but the vmiles and 
uipprobation of Heaven, and an ap|M?oving conscienee. 

The tide of emigration to the South aad West contin^ 
ues to flow.under every embarrassmentand disadvantage^ 
Same dozen or more, of discontented spirits, in a neigh- 
boring county, are preparing to leave the land of their 
birth and childhood for a home in a strange <;ountry, 
which is ji dear proof tliat man, at best, is a restless a»d 
discontented being, and nothing short of wealth, power 
and honors, ^' Reaped thick upon hioci," caa satisfy the 
cravings of his keart* . 

In your movemeBts, exercise ppudcnoe and dlscretioa-; 
examine minutely the ascents and descents which may 
alternately lie in your path, and when you are .about tp 
tfljce a st^p, wejgb well the consequences, and be governed 
•by that initnltve prineiple which will certainly lead you 
;^i-:i^ht, if you attend to its emotions. 

A few days since, I was favored with a visit from my 
old and intelligent friend Alphonso, whom I had not seen 
or heard of for many years. A ge has furro'\ved hfs cheeks ; 
his hair, which was once of a jetty black, has assumed 
tlic grey, and he reminds me of an inhabitant of other 
days. He seemed not to have lost any of the vivacity^ 
liut much of the vigor of youth. His body has suffered 
much from the ravages of age, but his raiqd remains un- 
impaired. On all important topics, he converses with 
fluency and ease, and seems to enjo^ the company of hli 
^friends wiih co&siderable zest 
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While with me, he gave a short, but interesting history 
of his travels and rovings (as he termed them) and the 
different branches of business he has, at different periods 
of his life, been engaged in. 

From the occupation of a Clerk in early life, he was 
transfoi'med into a Merchant, as one of a firm which had 
but a short exi9tence« Again he w^ thrown behind tlie 
counter, and had the additional duties of a Po8t*Office 
to attend to, whieh h^ found more pleasant than burthen- 
some. 

Abandoning this, he became an instructer of youth ; 
bat finding that business as unprofitable as it was con- 
finrfig and inactive, he has,^at thi«.late period of his life, 

Eined his consent to fnarrj/j and settle down upon a 
rm, where he hopes to spend the remainder of hisxiajs 
itt peace and qiiietude* 

On bbserving that an unexpected mention of marriage 
extorted a smile from me, he very humorously observed 
that it was never too late to do good, and that although 
he had wilfully neglected to discharge that duty iii man" 
hood, yet he knew na grounds on whi^h his friends or 
foes could object to his turning his attention to it now, 
at the age of threescore; and after spending some half- 
hour in conversing on that subject, \re remarked with the 
earnestness of youth, that he anticipated much happiness 
and pleasure in th& connubial state. 

In some of my letters to ChaHes and Douglass, among 
other subjects, I gave them some hints on that t>f Agricul- 
ture, which, I think, claims a superiority over all other 
occupations. 

^The numerous Individuals who follow that honor- 
able calling, pQssess great energy, vigor 4ind indepen- 
dence of mind, are men who are best fitted to discharge 
the various offices of life, and being of industrious habits, 
they rely more upon themselves, and less upon others, in 
their agricultunl operations. They are less liable to 
yield to temptations, and may be classe^l among the most 
temperate and honest." 

If, at any period of your liOe, you may be disposed to 
turn your attention to that res|sectabie branch of business. 



let me exhort yoa to observe a regular sysftem, be active 
and attentive^ give personal attendance to yotir laborers^ 
have your stoqk'ih a thriving state, your implements 
atid fences in good order, and your work will be done 
properly and in lime* in ray catalc^gue of reeoihmen^ 
datioms, I had »lm9st forgotten to mention the item of 
tarly risingy which has been practised aad recommended 
by men of experience alid learnings in this and other 
countries. Adhet*e closely <4o this practice ; it secures 
health of body and vigor of mind, and, they who ne- 
glect it, do injustice to their bodies, minds and es- 
tates, and may be said to drag out a life of pain and 
heaviness, and an existence scarcely wotth preserving. 

Having closed my last lett^ by informing you of 
Doi^Iass' arrival, I will take the libiBrty of taxing your 
time and patience, by j^ivin^ you some account of his 
stay and departure. 

He remained about a week with hb friends* His 
iiealtk appeared to be good, but he looked, haggard and 
eare-worj} ; he was more demure, aftd less affable and 
coiuntuBicative than formerly. I asked him^ome t^ues- 
lions as to the probable caruse of the^^extraordinary change 
in his person and manner^;, but the language in whiek 
his evasions were clothed plainly told i»e, that my en- 
quiries were more painfiii Ihaa agreeable; I did not 
press them, " . . 

When seated in his saddle, and about to depart, he 
dejKmted with me many good wishes for my ibture 
welfare and happiness *, and on my returning the same 
to At»i, witii the addition of meeting his wife, children 
and friends in comfortable health, a big tear started 
in lus eyes, which rolled dawn his palUd cheeks. He 
uttered an indistinct farttveliy and departeds 

What can be the matter with my ik-iend ? *Why this 
apparent disqnietude ? Can he be uQifappy >n his fam.- 
ily ? Is his home less charming and agreeable nom^ 
than in years past ? Has he sustained any pecuniary 
loss from speculations or other causes— or fs he embar- 
rassed in his aiairs ? If you- can answer any of these in* 
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tcrrogatives, a gjieat weight from my mind would be re- 
moved. He 13 lipw on His way lojvis home in the West, 
and whether we ishall'^ee ^ach other again in the. flesh, is 
only known to Heaven* 

YoiK^y^affectioAately. 



tETTER XIX. 



" ^ November, 1H5S- 

Mt DEAR PENDLtT.aN i— ^Oii Monday last, as the suri 
was ahout retiring behind the Western horizon, our luu- 
ttml friend Mortimer afrivtedal; itiy Humble cottage', much 
fatigued by his long journey, bu4; to-day he appears to be 
htfnse/f again, with aome humour, and a*^ood deal of 
pleasantry, he informed me that you had substituted him 
in Heu of « letter. I refieived him' as your ambassador 
extraordinary, afid h^ doubtless gave me more t)f the 
genera) news in your patt of the Union, than ytfu could 
have crowded in ede sheet of paper. * * 

I am fearful some of my former letters have been too 
lengthy. In thiB, J ah^U endeavor to be more laconic, 
and Jess prolix, believing that brevity in letter- writing is 
an impoftatit c^nsideratioii with eertarn persons ^ho are 
n/^t faTored with it' snperabun dance of patience. 

I have QO news of an V interest to communicate^ but 
few deatfa#-and no marruigea among your friends, since I 
last Wrote you. .Qn ihe 2.5th \tilte Grandison paid the 
debt of nature^ and it is to be dreaded that on settling his 
account with-Heaveo^an awful balance will appear against 
hiinV .• 

In my. meditations on the many subjects wjiich have 
obtnided jtbemselves upon 'ine, they have^ without iany. 
great^efibripfthevi^ipd^ recurred lo the 'fymily grave- 
yard, to which I have paid a visit, ^nd from which I 
have just returned. Within its enclosure are the re- 
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mains of my father (lon^ sloce dead) and two ethers to 
whom I was^ closely connecteU. by the ties .of. eoosan- 
guinit>% . . 

It should never be fdrgotten, that the ^rave. is ^ repos- 
itory of the mortal body^^until thejudgment day ; heaven 
or hell, the hbme,f>f the immortal soul to all eternity. 

Though dark find dismal? it has ^evv or no terrors to 
the good man, b^t ttarror and dismay, seize the wloked 
and ungodly in their, cogitations on that gloomy Garern. 
Kvery one of^Ad^m'^ posterity is doom.e4to pass through 
the dark valley a^d shadow o( death; but. while on his 
journey and jalone, <he Christian fears na evil? because 
Christ IS his rod and staff. Jf his path-way &omL earth 
to h<^v^u. l^d ihitoagh the dark r<egions of t]i^ damned, 
he could perform his journey .inihai^med and in safety^ if 
guided by thie spirit of Ood, whose protectioa secures 
him from dangers, visible and unseen. . The grav$ is a 
solemn remembraneer of the upcerUinty^f lifb, the cer- 
tainty..of death, and that momeatous hojir, whi»n.the.trumr 
pet's loud clangor shall rerecho throughout :e^rth and hea* 
\ eo, and all the vast generatjU^ns of maa^ i^ome focth to 
judgment;; . . - ! < 

^ " When- lbeihMn#s: ire all tet, • « 

An(]^Uxe Iiunbanii' Uie whito vttturM Cklera aje met, 
Theie atl fleah iajM once ii> tho fi^t of lh«,LorJ, 
> Am} (he dooieirof ElemUy haags-on h\$ wor<)^J' 

The Son of God, who volunfarily offered' himself a 
livifig^sacrifice for the sins of the world," and who came 
from heccven to e^rlh io remove every obstacte in our 
way from earth to heaven, left within the confines of 
the grave, a swe'etsmefling odour, a fragrance which re- 
vives and reanimates the righteous deSkd, and re/;onciles 
them 'to its darkness and solitude, T^he grave, iyhat a 
solemn, awfuL thought! But the infidel^ inthejaride 
and stubbornness of unbelief, may pompously enquire, 
what I's the -graVe, thall should fear and dread its terrors? 
Deluded man, yoa little know the imminent danger you 
are in, you little know thgtthe grave is aiready open to 
receive ybur bod^, \nd tKe greedy, worm is whetting his 
teeth, to gnaw, and feed upon your guilty soul, when 



ileatli shall cut you down as a cumberer of the ground , 
unfit for earth and unworthy of heaven. 

The unrenewed heart placets but a «n^a11 Value on the 
Bible and the truths which it contains. The unenlight* 
cn«d ittind cannot believe that death wilt prove a gain to 
the Christian, and the grave rohbed and desfloiled of its 
gloom, from the incontestible fact of IHs having the abi* 
ding ttstimojiy^ that Crod, in viftue of hi* Son's atone- 
metrt> has U^otted out his «ins, and made him a fit subject 
for his kingdom of glory' a(nd happiness. 

The helmet of Salvation, and the rolie of Righteous- 
ness, are some of the foadgi^i^ of honor by which the 
Lord's foHowerls are known and distinguished, among 
the vast multitude of mankmd« 

Happy are tliey ivho wear Ihesfe badges ; they hUvc 
everyday ^'^ higher thoughts of €rod,/o?rcr thoughts -of 
Ihemsetves, ^hd kinder thoughts of their hrethren,^' for 
whom they cherish an ardent iove and affection. If Si^ 
nai's thtrnders, or the soft invitations of mef^y, were* 
more attentively Hftehed to ; if death and the grave doald 
intrude themselves more frequently upon the minds of 
ft^inncn's, Satan would l^e his followers by scores ahd 
hundreds, and God would be worshiped and obeyed by 
myriads, who are naio rolling sin as a sweet morsel un- 
der their tongue, who are new -walking the downward 
road to ignominy and ruin. In seasons of sufiering and 
trial, fieligioti sustains and fortifies her followers; their 
hope and confidence in Ood dissipate every fear of death 
and the gl'ave ; the former they view in the light ofa 
friend, the latter as a place pf quiet repose from the per- 
secutions, malice an^enyy^of a, malicious and persecu- 
ting world. These are subjects, on which you must have 
bestowed much serious thought and meditation, and from 
which you must have derived^ with others, ^ome share 
of comfort and peace. One of our Lord^s most impera- 
tive commands is, "search the Scriptures,'' declaring at 
the same time, they bear indubitable testimony to his di- 
vine mission.. In them, are found the strongest encour- 
agements for sinners to forsake their sins, abandon their 
evil propensitie«, and turn to God, who delights in the 
conversion and final^ salvation of his lyeatures ; caHs, in- 



vitatians and promtses the most gracious, are employed 
to dispel their slavish fears, and inspire th^m with confix 
dence in Calvary's bteod, which flowed tncopious streams 
from its rugged cross. 

A deaf car to these calls and invitations, they impious- 
ly turh ; death, the grave, and certain judgment, are 
themes which they seldom converse upon, and for which 
they have but little relish. The world's charms are too 
fascinating^ to be resisted, its pleasures too allurins to be 
denied, and its votaries drink deep^into the cup of plea- 
sures and amusements. 

<< The world presents an infinity of aspects. Shakes- 
peare called it a stage, and men and women its players ; 
the merchant regards it as a great depot or warehouse, in 
which every thing found in it is an article of trade.-^ 
The physician views it as a great hospital, and the ten- 
ants his patients; the preacher looks upon it as a church; 
the inn keeper fancies it a iaverii on the great high way, 
and to the black legj life is a game in which death holds 
all the aces and trumps, and takes whomsoever he pleases.' 
It is a school room to the pedagogue, a ball room to the 
dancing master, and a prison to tne turn-key. 

The sportsman views it a great field on which death is 
the wily Nimrod, and men and women his game, and 
the Theological Piscatory deems it a wide fish-pond, 
where all from whales to minnows are nibbling and bi- 
ting at the gilded but deceptive baits, which Satan throws 
ouL'' Without differing very widely from others, I am 
of the opinioa this is a correct view, or outline of the 
case, drawn from rational premises. 

The author mudt have had a pretty eofreet kccw-led^ 
of mankind, and their metaphysical propensities, aiid if 
you, or any other enquirer after truth, wish to cultivate 
a more intimaite acquaintance with mankind, vou will 
have to take a peep into the world, and narrowly watch 
their peculiarities and eccentricities. 

The world may truly be said to be a schbol house, 
where are taught many of the branches of a natural edu- 
cation. '^ The proper study of mankind is man," and 
the more intenae our application, the more glaring Okir 



imperfections and deformities appear to ourselves and 
others. 

I have just discovered my digression^ I hope you 
will pardon this pardonable offence^ and as I promis- 
ed, so I mu6t perform^ and bring this letter to a close.— 
May the Great Head of the Church keep you steadfast 
in the faith of the gospel. May you live a life of holi- 
ness, and never forget, that 

When dcalh appear* no power ^^an wf^, 
Tte GimI Hie Mafulaf e lends; 
For life and hope beyond the gvave, 
On Cbrial the aeul depeiidf. 

Faith ii\ his blood the Savioar gives. 
To none his grace denies, 
In peace with God, (he Christiar) lives. 
In hope of heaven he dies. 

Affectionately, yours. 



/ 
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i^i;tter XX. 



December^ 1 83d. 

Mr Dear Madam :— ;I ^m sure you and I will n«ver 
dispute about words, nor the manner of disposing of 
them, when we have such able helps as Walker, Johnson, 
and ot^iers to resort to for correction, when we use them 
improperiy, or apply them 'unmeaningly. * There is a. 
word in our knguage^f common use, a dissyllable, easy 
of pronunciation, and simple in its meaning. Do you 
wish lo be made acquainted with it ? 1 fancy I see your 
lips muttering a ytSy and to allay an impatient anxiety^ 
wifl inform you that the word I have reference to is pen 
fienceyVvhich is one of the most valuable of the graces 
which adorn the female character. It is a grj^^ice which 
our reason and understanding strongly recommend, and 
which the sacred scf iptures inculcate upon all who have 
an evangelical belief in their truths. 

It is indispefisable, to enable us to exercise gentleness^ 
forbearance, and forgiveness^ towards- our brother mortals; 
without it, we are often made sulTen, petulant and unciTil, 
iind hence, we are disagreeable, and I may say \|nprofit- 
able companions, while in that perturbed state of mind. 

May I presume ^o give 3FOU a little advice upon this 
and some other ^ibJAclrs? Coleridge- compares it to 
9now, the softer it falls, the longer it- dwells upon, and 
the deeper it sinks into the mind. With regard to your- 
self, if I had by act or deeed^ mantfested^ any- un\tiiling- 
ness to atteiKl to your insiruetiomi, or had by any sort of 
negligence suffered youp business entrusted to my car6 
and management, to. remain thus long unadjusted, you 
might in some impatient moment have accused me of 
those faults; but when I acquaint you, that the late faiF- 
ure to close your business, was the result of unatoidable 
bad luck, on the part of your debtor, you will extinguish 
your impatience to effect a settlement for the present, 
aad cast the bkme, (if he deserve any,) on the unfortu- 
nate delinquent. 



He very politely requests me to grant him a little more 
time, and exercise some more patience in the final ad- 
justment of your claim, and as ladies are pleased to re- 
ceiye politeness and ciyility from any source, you will, 
I presume, gratify your desire to be pleased, and please 
him to the 9ou}, by patiently waiting a few months lon- 
ger. The tloubts you e:(pressed in reference to the sol- 
vency of your debtor, can be easily removed. 

His income, though sniall in comparison -with otbera 
asainst whohi you have claims, is sufficiently large to 
place him beyond the reach of Lawyer^s writs and Con- 
stable's warrants^ if time can bt granted him. He is 
temperate and industrious, and has uniformly observed 
a prudent economy. I am acquainted with no man, rich 
or poor, in Whose heart the principle of an unpretend- 
ing honesty is more deeply rooted. Under these con- 
siderations, will you grant his request, and let patience 
have her perfect work in your heart ?. I.iam pleased to 
thinkj you will accord with his wishes, and in doing so, 
be assured, you will remove a heavy burden from a poor 
but honest man's heart 

The announeement of your- daughter's tnarriage with 
Mr*. Gopdiemper^ <lid not surprise me. Anterior to the 
reception of youi'ietter^ I was apprized of it through the 
pubUe prints^ I cannot, by finy language which I might 
use, egress my gratification at the propitious alliance of 
Miss Fenelope^ with Mr. G., whom you represent to be 
a moral, upright and worthy man. So far very well, 
you. may say, and so I think myself. Your daughter's 
acknowledged piety may be instrumeBtdil in changing his 
morality to the true Christian faiith, and if her prayers 
are heard for his conversion, every thing valuable to 
ma^ on^ eartb, will be added ta his present worth of char- 
acter. A friend to religion may be persuaded to love its 
^c^ts, which may in time lead to the enjoyment of 
its realities, he may be a recipient of its blessings, and a 
proelaimer of ite truths. They have my ardent wishes 
UH- a loiig^ prosperous and happy life> but should you at 
any time- discover a disposition to complain of, and wran- 
gle with e^eh other, remind them of the solemn vows 
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they i-fe^ponded to -at the altar, when in virtue of those 
vows tliey were made one^ 

Mr. Pikesayd, a very eonsiderabfe' portion of human 
happiness depends on the members of a family cherish- 
ing those sentiments, and practicing those disties which 
spring from the relations of domestic life. The Reiigibn 
of the gospel, he farther remarks^ is ^designed to dimise 
peace, love, and harmony through the family circle^ to 
soften every rugged passion, ta strengthen every affec- 
tionate feeling, and ^' to open in each house, as well as in 
each heart, a/ little heaven/' 

On the part of* the wife, the scriptures enjoin submis- 
sion and affection, on. the part of the husband, tenderness, 
forbearance and leve^ and if your son and daughter wi)l 
obey these injunctions,-! will ensure them peace and con- 
tentment, so long as the tie which now binds them re- 
mains un^evered. I will now leave this subject, and 'no- 
tice the complaints you have made, touehing the slug- 
gish .process you son Thomas makc» in hrs academical 
studies. To be oandid wiih you, if ^O' were a son of 
mine, I would send bim from home, with instruetions to 
his tca^htr to. apply tbo.ro</,;if no lOther plan or device 
will answer. He has a mind to acquire a knowVeidge of 
any branch of science, and when all lenient means fail, 
those of coercion should bo used, to arouse him to a sense 
of duty. 

Your iacome*^ being as -large aa you tCQtild reasonably 
desire, I respectfully rccomn}end a collegiate eouiv^ of 
studies iar hin^ and Jonathai),, af);er they ^U be prepar- 
ed to enter the walls of College. You know the value 
of education. It is a sqre p^port into all societies and 
with its advantages, the mo$t difficult task may beperr 
formed, and every obstructron removed m the. path of 
usefulness and destruction^ Recommend Religion to 
them; I heed not tell you it is aapeciesof prope^, 
which is beyond the capacity of any mai^ or angel to val- 
ue; worlds on worlds adde^ together^ cannot be compar- 
ed to it. The poo^ man vvith it is made rich, the rich 
man without it is poor indeed^ and as we came pennyless 
into the world, tt is evi^pt we shall take nothing with 
us when we feav^ it The young are easily enticed in- 
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to the path3 of sii>, ajad us yoprfions are not exempt froiti 
its seductions, advise them with all the love and afieetion 
oT^ mother, to forsidbe those patbs> and live for God and 
the good of their souU £cMr present and futoretime* 

The young mua^ die with the old, they have no lease 
for their lives, atid. though your sons' ohtehs are nontr 
reddened with tbci bloom of youth, they must not forget 
that mortality is ingrafted in their /mtQreji} and that this 
World in whi^ they live, move and have a bein^ is not 
their permanent home. A few more revolving suns, a 
few more flutteriugs of the pulse, and they too will be 
clotlied in the^ winding sheet, and e<>nfined within the 
narrow limits of the coffin ; but if. they die Christians, 
their souls will ascend to heaven, to live with God their 
Father, Christ tlu^ir Redeemer and Saviour, and with 
angels as their brethren andcompapions* 

As the yetfts of yotir life multiply-, ma^ your love for 
God increase f .examine yotrr heart daily, he is intimate- 
ly acquainted With it& secrets, purposes and desrgns. If 
you live holy, yoa will die holy, if you pass yo»r so- 
journing on earth ki. peace wkh him and your bi^thren, 
you wili breathe your last with a hope full of immortal- 
ity- 1^ decUk t0 you will be a sweet repose. Of the hour 
of our diasoltrtion, of the moment of our departure from 
earth to the Unseen world, we are as ignorant as the 
sleeping infant in the cradle. 

An invitation to attend the remains of a brother mor- 
tal to the tomb^ has just bec& presented me. Duty, 
cot&biaed with fi^ieliDgrof deep sympathy, forbids a re- 
futel. 

I tnust obey the solemn ^invitation, and as some pre- 
parations are necessary on such occasions, mfiist hasten 
to malce a finish of this letter, which was begun and con- 
rtudcd with the sarne sentimfents of regard and friendship 
Ffiave ever ehterfafnM for you and toe amiabfe family 
of vrtiom you are the beloved govemness. 

" Cast yx)Ur care upon the Lord, he is your refuge and 
shield ; trust in his mercy, and no evil will befal you, 
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dweUing." Call 
upon him inprayer, and he will atnswer and bless you ; 



he will be with you in the sixfh^ and in the seventh trou* 
ble, he will not forsake jock ' 

In conclusion, allow me to add. 

Press on my tkir friend 'tiH a starry bright crown, 
Yott win, and froui sin be made free ; 
That crown is for all who love and who own, 
The Savioar who died on the tfoe. 

May th» Lord statle up«tt and cKeer y»ur lieajiy 
Give you grace to s«p{K>vt yoa while here, 
In death a sweet touch of his love thea impart. 
And waAyoa to heaven ^her&Qod and Chriet art* 

There to live and to love In frakm ^ joy. 

To dweli wHh yoor SavMNn sad raiuA r 
Hosaniras and aonga will ypur lioart Iheo eMploy, 
Your tongue in loud anthems of praise sweetly chlmei, 

I am Madam, 

Your frlet»d^ unalterably. 
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LETTER XXI, 



December, 1838. 

SIy Dear Nat: — Our excellent and much esteemetl 

friend, Thurston, handed me your letter of , and 

though written for some time, and the news which it 
contained rather on the oldish order, yet I feel bounds 
and take pleasure in giving it an answer by the return 
mail. 

I will not promise you a feast of hi things, but will 
attempt to entertain you on such plain and digestible 
ford, as I hav&been ?aised upon, and if I fail to accom- 
plish this object, you possess liberality enough, I think, 
to make every allowance, and attribute the failure to na- 
ture, or some other cause* 

You must know, my good Sir, that I do not boast of 
those rare and enviable' talent.4, for which you and other 
friends have been distinguished in the literary world.— 
I feel and acknowledge my incapacity to do justice id 
any subject on which I may venture to write. I care- 
fully avoid aiming at any thing beyond the ken of my 
abilities. Flattery can never puflf me up, nor can vanity 
seduce me into the belief, that I am more than what I 
really am ; I know the depth of my mind, and will never 
attempt to swim in water which I cannot easily fathom. 
I nevertheless appreciate the good o}>inions entertained 
by you and others, whom I have correspondence with. 
Withoutthe least desire or wish to bestow personal praise, 
I have at various periods of my life, assisted in the pro 
motion of learning and Religion, which I conceive are 
essential to the happiness of the body politic^ and the 
jierpetuity of our free instituiionsi. 

You may say all right so far, but may J enquire, have i 
you turned your attention to these things } Have you I 
contributed your mite for building Academies and School \ 
Houses, where the youthful mind receives instruction V | 
Have your ien^ twenty or fifty dollars thrown in with 
other contributions, built one or more Churches, in which 
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the Gospel of the Son of Righteousness U promalgateJ 
and the joyful ;iews of God's reconciliatioa with hii? 
creature man^ re-echoed from East to West, from. North 
to South ? 

Do you succour the distressed ? Da you attehd to, 
and release the wants of the poor, and like the good Sa- 
maritan, do you bind up the wounds of the u;0T^n£/eaf and 
the lame} If you perform these act* of benevolence 
with a right disposition, and cherish a scriptural belief in 
the 45aviour of sinners, if you obey the commandments 
of heaven with a cheerful mind, and a heart desirous to 
please God, you may safely calculate upon dbttining; ft 
seat at his right hand, when your pulae shall ^oease to 
beat, and that heart, (which 1 hope feels for -others'' woes,) 
is cold in death. > 

Religion, Deuth^ Judgment and Eterrfiitfy should be 
subjects of serious and calm jneditatlon. Yoii have to 
dicy and the false and self-devised philosophy, whiish i 
fear you have substituted for ptire ReCgion, will sink you 
to perdition, instead of raising you' to heaven. But you 
call yourself a Christian. I should rejoice if you were 
one in the true sense of the word.* The soul you mast 
recollect is priceless. No figures in A rithmetic can- com- 
pute its value, becaustj God is the Creator, an4 because 
it will live and exist as Tong as He lives at)d exists, which 
will" be throughout. an uneftding eternity-. 

The i^ll Seeing Bye watches over your evtty move* 
ment ; he knmvs the inmost thoughts of your hearty and 
though his iusticc. will not permit him to acquit the gurl- 
ty, yet he is mercifal to the most sinful and degraded 
fton of Adam ; he woos and entreats, he invites and per* 
suades him to turn from his wicked ways^ and live and 
die in the bosom of his Saviour. 

That ploutf divine, the Rev. Mr. Hervey^ In his medl«< 
tations among the tombs, very beaatifulFy, and no less 
forcibly remarks-r <* Tho Righteous seem to lie by In 
the bosom* of the «arth,4jis a uyettry pilot in some well 
sheltered creek, till all the ^orms whieh infest this Iw- 
er worid ar-e blown over; here, they eujoy safe anchor- 
age/ are in do danger of ybw7ic?m>i^, amidst the Waves 



of pret^ailing iniquity, or of being shijrwrecked on the 
rocks of any powerful temptation. 

But ere long, we shall behold them hoisting their flag 
of hope, riding before a sweet gale of atoning merit and 
redeeming love, till they make, with- all the sails of an 
assured faith,^the blessed port of eternal life. 

Thesd hints, as r^ards yourself, must suffice forthepte" 
sent. No mtelLigence could be more pleasant to my ear, 
than to hear you are born again^ which you can be, -if you 
Cast yourself upon the mercy of <iod,^and earnestly pray 
for pa]*d<»a and forgiv^eness. I congratulate you on the 
birth of a second son. You have been peculiarly fortu- 
nate in your children, losing nooe by death, nor haying 
to watch over and nurse them on the bed of sickness.— 
I am well aware of ihe great, responsibility which rests 
upon parenfts in the government of their children. Few 
indeed, out of the ra^it multitude who are called parents, 
discharge their duty to their offspring as the scripture^ 
enjoiiT. I have children, and my Bible tells me I must 
briag thena up in the fear and admoni^tion of the Lord. 
Do you idtend to' do the same? That incomparable 
Book should be placed iii their hands as jsoon as they are 
-capable of forming correct ideas of God, his attrihutes, 
and theic ^menabiliiT^ to him as their Creator. Their 
depravity hy nature, and tlieir proneness to commit sin, 
should be their preacher by ni^ht and by day, and they 
ahould at all times he instructed in the principles of mo- 
lality and religion. iThe Rev. Mr. Logan eai-nestly re- 
cottrmeada to the young, to remember their Creator in 
youth, to consecrate to him the days of manhood, and the 
liffh J of his countenance will shine upon them through 
life, and to ftie last and most convulsive struggle of death. 
Amid all the ixhanges of this fluctuating scene, they have 
a friend ^yly:) liever fails. 

The tenopest may beat, and the floods desceiKl, but 
tbey lure «a6 and happy tinder the wing of their heavenly 
Pajeuty if thej are his by pegeneration and adoption. My 
dear Nat, faring your's up to love and reverence God as 
the AuUku* of their existence; take them with you to his 
sanctuary, as often as health and other contingencies wlH 



permit; tell Uiem that Christ died for them, and pray 
earnestly for the salvation of their souls. 

My efforts to close your business (by vi|*tiie of the 
Power of Attorney transmitted mc) with Orlando, have 
failod. He appears determined to take every advantage 
which your absence lui fortunately gives him. He is the 
same dose and miserly soul, and if. it were not for tlie 
little reputation ha wishes to retain, he would not long 
hesitate to ple^d Xht Statute of Limitations against your 
claim. 

From my boyhood, I have cherished the belief that 
"honesty is the best pc^cv^'^And if I were to ask ninety - 
nine out of every hundred hanest men, their views upon 
the matter, they would express the same opinion. 

!Not so with Orlando. His thirst for amassing wealth 
robs him of every generous feeling, and while under its 
influence, he forgets the worth of honesty, and the repu- 
tation which an honest man acquires among an honest 
yeomanry. A man of inte^ity, in his ta,ttered gar^ 
ments, is of more- real worth than he, with his thou- 
sands, who has a character stained, with tlie criii(ies of 
avarice and knavery. 

Deal with all men as you would be dealt by, which is 
a fair exchange. Have respect for the opinions of men 
who sustain an untarnished c|iarac1er; and when the 
earthly house you now occupy shall be prostrated, ,and 
the clods of the yalley shovelled upon your coffin, may 
you have thi9 epitaph written upon. your tomb — 

"£fere He the remains of an honest man.^* 

Y^urs, with much esteem. 
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LETTER 



D^OBMBES, 1838. 

To while away an hour er two pleasantly and profita- 
bly, I have just drawn a chair to the old family table, 
(which, tradition -asserts, is in the ne^ghborliood df an 
hundred years of age,) to writ6 my friend Junius^ and if 
I could persuade myself that a communication dressed 
in the garb of a letter would not meet- with a kind recep- 
tion, and be read with some share of pleasure, it is possi- 
ble, and very probable, you would not ntjw have' your 
patience trespassed upon, and your time wasted, in the 
jjerusal of this. 

Those wlio have only the ties ormutual friendship to 
bind them, must feel an uriusual pleasure (mingled with 
delight) in the interchangeof civilities which spring from 
warm and benevolent' hearts; but with relatives, thai 
pleasure is enhanced four, six or t€n fold, and a closer 
union formed, which will Hve as 'long as we shall live, 
and cease not to exist until we shall cease to be. 

This letter will be accompanied by one to our kinsman 
Philjjot, whidh you will be kind enough to deliver either 
in person or by proxy, as soon as convenient. It will in- 
form him of the fulfilhient of a promise, which I made 
him some few -weeks since, relative to the shipment of 
a package of books," which he wit! i-eceive by Steam Boat 
from F. and addressed to thfe care of Thurston, to whom 
he will malie application on his arrival. 

I hope I dq you no injustice when I assert that some 
ten or fifteen years have passed away since you last made 
a track on the soil of old P. May I ask why so ? Have 
you lost every .particle of attachment for it, and friend- 
ship for its inhabitants? Have you forgotten the many 
days of pleasure, mirth and innocent merriment, you 
once spent among those whom you then recognized as 
friends, and whose hospitality and kindness you shared 
largely, with others? Has your memory become so la- 
mentably treacherous as to have lost all recollection c\' 



places, friends nad occurrences? These interrogituriest 
are made forno other purpose than to inform you that 
P. has not fallen a prey to the derouring flame, nor has 
it been swept away by tempest or by storm, bat it can be 
found at any time, plainly and immovably fixed on the 
ground it formerly occupied. 

Some few of its old inhabitants are yet acting their 
part^ on the stage of action, who, in conjunetion with the 
new comers (as they are designated) have built several 
commodious and handsome dwellings, which, with other 
improvements, make the village appear in a more fashions- 
able and genteel garb than it has ever worn ; and if you 
were to visit it, you would, I reckon^ assent to the gen- 
eral opinion that the aspect around it is charming and de- 
lightful. 

Among other neat and comely buildings,. two Churches, 
attired in white, present themselves to the visiter or 
traveller as he enters the town in a Southern and Western 
direction, which are owned by the^piseop^l and Metho- 
dist denominations. The number of members which each 
claims is uncertain, By d^ths and removals, «ach has 
lo&l some Valuake pillars, felil t (iheriSh the hope that the 
time will speedily roll around, when those ydCanCIt! *!"!!! 
be supplied or filled up with others equally as useful and 
valuable as those who have died and removed. 

li^fibrts Were made some mooths sinee,by the members 
of the Baptist Church in the village and neighborhood, 
to build a House of Worship for their piutual benefit and 
accommodatioa. I wisk them abundant success in their 
praise- worthy enterprise, which, if accomplished, much 
good may he expected, and a number of respectable indi- 
viduals will have a house of their own to resort to, where 
they can, as Christians, worship God in their own plain 
and unostentatioua way, without restraint and molesta- 
tion. 

The doors of the Academy iiave again been opened for 
the reception of Pupils. At its head is a gentleman of 
talents and learning, who is said by judges to be well 
calculated to instruct youtli in the different branches of 
education usually taught in Academies. He is a gradu- 



«le^dli^ biribe Northern €0!tegeti^ and stands inferior 
to none of his age as^ scholar alid gentleman of moral 
worth. 

From the Churches and Academy, T will descend to 
individuals, and inform yon by way of gratification, that 
Marplot and Glendenning continue to tread, unmoiesf- 
ingfy, the red and «layey soil of P. The forn;er some- 
times speaks of migrating- to the South or West, but I 
luye idw^ys lent, and stiti lean to tho opinion, that his 
old bones will be df^outed beneath the sod on which he 
bMS long trodden, and for which he has an attachment 
whick increases with his age, and which time Cannot 
obliterate^ ' He pursues the same even course of life, has 
«U the comforts and conveniences which the heart can 
crave, is free from debt, and is never annoyed by 
Sheriffs and Constnbki* 

Glen's ciroumstaftces are infinitely better noWf than at 
any former period. He has, by a systematic industry 
and a commendable fru^lity, accumulated a comfortable 
property, and to man can point a finger at him and say 
/>ayr fn^ what you ou^ 

He is onoB more free from debt, and throu^ many . vi- 
ciasitudes of If^Ie, and changes from, rich to poor, and 
Qigaln from Vtte latj;er to the former, he has sustained the 
•character- of an honest inan, which I would not give in 
«exch^nge for heaps of gold or any other species of riches, 
"which 8iis world might procure me. 

His daughters havi^ just returned from their boarding 
school,' Tkeit kitelligence and accomplishments are ad- 
mired by all with whoiA they associate, and they can 
jiustly claim a large share of what connoisseurs would 
call beauty, which, you know,*will show to much better 
advantage, and shino with more splendour, when associ- 
ated with ihtelligence and refinement 

His sons are good, common sense men, who ttommnni 
respect from all classes. They are polite, generous, 
and unassuming, and what is. of mope importance than 
any other consideration, ^ thoy fear Ood and ke^ bis 
commandments." 

The law suit v^hich has be^n hanging over Gl>e&'shead 
for the ^st^ye Qt'^i^ years, has been. ^ecjdi^d advers^l^ 



to Kis interests, and consequently to his wishes. The 
amount contended, for^thd cosrti ef^lulty and other inci- 
dental expences, will most probably make a considerable 
hole in his bundle of Bank^BillSy or should he be scarce 
of that kind of change at present, he will be necessitated 
to i'esort to his strong box for the favorite coin of a cer- 
tain Statesman,^ which he wiH hare to substitute for the 
common cur^eaa)cy^ 

The old prpverb of -^^ what \fK on^ mtrn^s foss is an- 
other's g^n/' bs^s been fully cfxemplilied in his cai^e; 
but as an t>i*derly, peaceable ahd^ law-loving citizen, 
he sobmits to ihe- decision, without a murmur err com- 
plaint. 

I amr now compelled to close this communication^ 
having just peeeived a summons to repair to H. on im- 
portant bqsiiiess^ aad as you are a business fnan, you will 
doubtleso excuse th^ abroptneM with which this letter 
has been closed. • 

On my return, you wiM tecefive the secotfd or con- 
cluding part of my letter, with seme remarks on such 
miscdlaneooa subjects as* may be presented to my mind 
while writing. In. the mean time, and at all times, be- 
lieve me to Jie 

.. Yours, afilBodonaidy. 



' ij ' )«-' .' 



LETTER XXIK. 



December, 1838. 

Deah Junius: — ^After refltbgmysdf^^ndaUendingto 
some pmate business* since my return from H., I have, 
in compliatiee with -my promise, re-sealed myself at Ihe 
same old family table, to. give you the balance sheet of 
my letter J and nothing but the Governor !s, or the arri- 
val of some other important personage, ehali pa%v.ent me 
from executing my purpose. 

My visit to H. was fthort, being conSood t(> a couple of 
(lays only. It occurs to my mind, that, between you and 
some of its inbabkant^, a friendly tntereourse once existed, 
but I suppose distanee^Siud time may have weaned you 
from them, and new acquaintances having formed new 
friendships, you mny hi^ve fpngottea the oid^ or esteem 
them less valuable than .the neif>. 

During my stay in that hospitable boreugb, a report 
was industriously circulated, that yourn^phewHardwick 
has been engaged in a duel with some jackftnape like 
himself, and the cause w»i traced to a certain fair one, 
with whom each became enamoured. Can the report be 
true ? I hope for the honor of Christianity, and for his 
reputation's sake, the rumour ia groundless. In tlie 
world^s estimation, it is conceived honorable to resent an 
injury, but it is the essence of Christianity to forgive one. 

When will man cease to shed the blood of his fellow- 
man ? When will he discover the heinpusness of giin, 
and its damning effects? When will he begin to fear 
God and love the way of holiness? When will he set 
about reforming his life, and doing that which is lawful 
and right in the sight of God ? I pause for an answer to 
these questions. 

Your old associate Colloden, not contented with a com- 
fortable subsistence in the State which gave him birth* 
has gone to seek a larger fortune in the South- Weat. I 
wish his expectations miy be realized, but I entertain se- 
rious fears thar he will meet the same mishapa and dis- 



appointments as other emigrants have done, in their 
search after wealth in those newly settled regions. 

His son Nicholas, who was once much esteemed for 
his sobriety and moral character, by associating with the 
drunkard and gambler, has lost every vestige of property , 
and unless arrested in the heedless course he is now 
pursuing,, he must fall a martyr to the detestable crime of 
intemperance. 

Haye t/ou a relish for this inebriating poison ? Do 
you indulge yourself daily in one, two, or more frequent 
potations of this murderous liquid, this curse to the soul ? 
If you have acquired the first, which will most certaialy 
lead to the indulgence of the other, permittee, as a friend 
to, and lover of your soul and body, to warn you of the 
fatal consequences resylting from its use. Intemperance 
begets innumerable evils, and is the source from whence 
discontent, peevishness and every other pernicious pas- 
sion arises. 

Imagine to yourself the drunkard's case — his property 
squandered to the four quarters of the globe, his wife and 
children beggared, his wretched self the object of dis- 
ease, which, though slow in its progress, is certain in its 
result. He is cut down by death^s resistless power, and 
descends to the grave unregretted and unwept, and his 
name is soon obliterated from memory's page. 

With nominal Christians, you believe the Bible to be 
the word and will of God to his creature man. On a 
careful examination, you will iind that sacred and most 
valuable volume declares, ^^ No drunkard can or shall en- 
ter the kingdom of Heaven.'' Do you believe that this 
solemn declaration emanated from the mind of the Eter- 
nal and was penned by the aid of inspiration ? Have 
you never reflected upon the doom which awaits the 
drunkard on committing^suicide with the weapon of in- 
temperance ? If you have, you cannot, with these truths 
staring you in the face, handle nor taste the unclean 
thing, the. liquid which has destroyed millions, and con^ . 
signed them to an untimely grave. But if you have com- 
menced a servitude under the direction of Satan, let me 
beseech you to think awhile on your heedless step ; look 
around you, and behold the direful effects of imtempe- 



rance^ which is the door through which its rotaries paw 
to the cotnmission of other and more heinous sins. 

Abandbn every evil practice^ discard every sinful pas- 
sion, and with the sincerity of a true penitent, repair to 
the Cross of Calvary and ask an interest in Emanuel's 
Mood. Search the Scriptures diligently and attentively ; 
they will direct you the way to Heaven, and teach you 
the nature of true Religion. You cannot be ignorant of 
the right way ; search for it until you find it, and when 
you have found it, walk in it with a steady and unflag- 
ging pace. Life is uncertain, and your journey on earth 
may be near its close ; then no longer delay in making 
choiee of the way of righteousness. 

A very small portion of time may be remaining to you. 
Then flee to Christ for safety ; take his yoke 4ipon you, 
and learn of him the way of salvation, " lest the darkness 
of death overtake you, before your soul shall have found 
redemption in his blood." I recommend the perusal of 
Baxter's Call to the Unconverted. It is a small work, 
but contains a great deal of valuable matter, which will 
do your heart good if you peruse it with a proper spirit. 

You must be born again ; you must be dead to the 
world, and alive to God ; you must cast ofif the works of 
darkness, and walk in the light which the Son of Right- 
eousness reflects, and which his Gospel difiuses; you 
must hate those things you now love, and love those 
things you now hate; you must exchange earth and 
earthly things for God and Heaven^ if you wish to be 
crowned with glory and honor beyond the tomb. 

I have now efiected my purpose. The task of wri- 
ting to yon has been performed ; and I hope the ad- 
vice which- 1 have given may be as " bread cast upon the 
waterSj which may be found after many days." 

If my admonitions shall awaken you to a proper view 
of your situation, if my persuasions shall drive you to 
repentance, and that repentance shall ripen into holiness 
of heart and life, I shall rejoice in God, in being made 
the humble instrument of bringing one soul' from nature's 
dftrkness to the marvellous light of the' Gospel. 

Our daya are few and shoii ai beat* ~ 
Then let ua all prepare 
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To meet in God's eierntl rcf t. 
And no where else bat tjure* 

May y^u trnd I, «nd oil we lote. 
Prove faithfui to the end ; 
Well then a teat seenre fttMrvv, 
With Christ onr constant friend-^ 

Where v^e shall life and sing God's psaise, 
With all o«r Yoices^ att our powers, 
Look on bii gioij with-amasEe, 
And own him ever, Always oiir*s» ' 

I shall never cease to pray for ydu. 

Sincerely, yours* 



LETTER XXIV. 



My dear Graves ^ — By a reference to my letter book, 
I find that my last to you bears date — — ^ and yours, 
which came to hand by yesterday's, mail^ is the only one 
received from your important self f^r nearly five years; 
and if I may judge from the interlineations, blots and 
other defects, you must have written it in great haste, or 
under some extraordinary excitement of the mind. Am 
I right in my conjecture, or am I to impute it to a 
jiatural carelessness and bungling manner of doing bu$i« 
ness, for whicli I have often reproved you? 

When the farmer prepares his ground and deposits his 
.seed, he expects in due time to reap a plentiful (if not an 
abundant) harvest, as a reward for his labor. When the 
merchant enters into this or that speculation, he calculates 
upon re^lizipg a profit of 25, 33i or 50 per cent on the 
^amount of capital he may feel disposed to risk \i\ the spe- 
cuI^^iOQ^ Wheix the genei^al goes into battle at the head. 
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of a discipline^ soldiery, he fights with the hope of gain- 
ing an easy viiftory over the enemy with whom he con- 
tends, thereby adding another wreath to the laurels al- 
ready won. 

So with the man who desires to do good to the souls 
and bodies of his fellow creatures. He admonishes and 
persuades, with the hope that his admonitions and per- 
suasions will prove salatary, and lasting benefit bexlerived 
therefrom. 

Among the items of news which yotir letter contained, 
you informed me (if your continued good health, and the 
unexpected success you have met with in your profession. 
Of this I was pleased to be informed ; but you omitted 
to acquaint me with the position you sustain with the 
Searcher of Hearts, to whom you will sooner or later 
render an account of the deeds done in the fiesh. 

Are you a sen'ant of God or of Satan ? If the latter, 
I beseech you to shake of his shackles, desert a cause so 
desperate and hopeless, and instead of disputing with 
God and his wgr^, you will presently ^toop to it, and be^ 
lieve in it, to your soul^s present benefit and final salva- 
tion. 

God is not d creature, that you should dally and sport 
with him. He is a being of wisdom, justice, mercy and 
power. "He is eternal, unlimited, incomprehensible 
and uncompounded, whose essence. is hidden from all 
created intelligence, and whose counsels cannot be fath- 
omed by any creature that even his own hand has form- 
ed.^^ 

His wisdom and power created you to love and serve 
him with your whole heart. His mercy and goodness 
will save you, but his justice, combined with his power, 
will damn you, without that repentance being granted 
you, and that faith which purifies the heart, and opens to 
the soul the door of Heaven. 

Every leaf of his blessed word has, as it were, a voice 
which calls to you, turn and live, turn or you will die. — 
Will you yet despise his word, resist his spirit, and stop 
your earf against his call ? The night is far spent, the 
day is at hand, and it is now time to awake out of your 
sleep ; therefore cast off the works of darkness and put 



on the armour af tight A suferficol Mth ih God aad 
his attributes wtU not save you in a dying, hour; yoav 
life ia in his hands, and be is resolved to save yon upon 
no other terms but such as we £nd in hia Gospel. 

^' Life is before you, and yoa can haveit.on reasonable 
terms if you will — ^yea, on free cost if you will accept 
it." WJwit say you, will you accept and livo, or re/use 
aQd die ? The way of God lies plain before you ; Christ 
and pardon and holiness are offered you, i£ you will. — 
What say you, will you turn ? 

To digress for a few moments, I wiH inform you that 
some three years si^ce or more, when on an excursion 
in one of the Western counties. I tarried for a night un^ 
(\er the roof of a pious member of the Church. Between 
the hours of twilight and bed time, we visited a neighbor, 
and after the usual salutations bad passed, the fallowing 
conversation immediately Commenced between them :'* 

Believer* — Well" sir, we have lived neighbors long 
enough tO know each other, and J presume the intimacy 
which has grown out of our acqaaaintance, wiH autlK)rizo 
us to speak to each other freely, and without reserve. — 
Although it has given me real satisfaction to observe 
your constant attendance at our Church, ai>d your atten- 
tion to her solemn services, yet permitme to express my 
fears, that you are not seeking the kingdom of God with 
earnestness, without which it can never be obtained. — 
TlH>ugh you are constant at Church, yet you are as coii- 
sLant at tables of festivity, and an approaching entertain- 
ment appeal's to af&)rd you equally, if not greater plea« 
sure, than an approaching sacrament* I regularly ob-> 
serve newspapers, and other new and irreligious pumiba- 
tions scattered on your table, but I haVe never found you 
perusing the Bible. I have heard you speak upon tw^i-^ 
ty different subjects, but can't recollect that yo«rconver-. 
sation ever turned upon what the Lord has described the 



* Tfiis convrrsation is ffom X\\t pen of a v«ry pidUS Ifhiis. 
ter of the Oospel, \xm^ since devcl. 1 liope my readert ivW not 
scciise me fyf dortbki fh^Hnff by •^Wingit a plaee in the last Ko. q 
my Letters; 
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one thing needful. In shoi't, atr^ I apprehend^ from your 
^reneral conduct, that yoa are altogether unacquainted 
with an evangelicat faith, and a religion of the heart 

Neighbor. — I am obliged to you sir, for the interest 
you appear to tnanifest in my salvation , but allow mc 
to say witli Solomon, .^< there is a time for all things/' 

JSeli9V€3\ — Yes sir, for all that is good, but if you re- 
ally belieye there is a time for all thinga, I would hum- 
bly staikj why do you not devote a certain portion of your 
time to prayer and meditation, as you do to eating, drink* 
ing and sleeping? 

Neighbor.^^lt is true, I do not pique myself upon my 
piety and devoted ness, and will confess to you, that I 
frequent the Church and the Holy « Communion, rather 
out of decency than choice. But notwithstanding ail 
this^ my (aitb is. as orthodox as^iny ef my neighbors.— 
For my own part, I never erred from the faith •since I 
first became acquainted ^vith the Apostles' creed, and 
^hat was so early in lifeg that I cannot now recollect who 
first instructed me in it..«. 

JSeliever.-^t se^m? then, Neighbor, that yqw imbibed 
your faith as you .drew in your mdtlier's milk, and you 
have lepirned to believe m Christ ratlier ihau Mahomet, 
becaijise you happef^d tp be; taught tha Englisji, rather 
than* l;h^ Turkish language. 

Neighbor.^^Tfkdit may be so •, however, if I had been 
a Mahometan, I trust I anight also have been an honest 
man. 1 give. to every one his due. This is the grand 
prijQciple upon^whiqh I have always acteil, and from ihlh 
I leaviJ every man to form a judgment of my faith. 

Btliever.'-^Ah ! Sir, if such are the principles by 
which your conduct is regulated, then make a full sur- 
render of yotlr heart to God, and consecrate to his ser- 
vice, those .powers of body and soul which you hare re- 
ceived fr;Ofii his 4|>ounty, and to which he has a just claim. 
Without true piety J your strict justice is like the iidelity 
of a. subject, \vho fulfiU his engagements with a few par- 
ticular persons, while he withholds the homage due to 
his rightful sovereign. If such a suijyect can be termed 
faithful, then may you with propriety, be accounted just, 
while you offer not to God that tribute of love and obe- 
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dience, which is jour reasonable service. You made a 
confessioo, but now that you do not pique yourself tipou 
your piety, it \vy>uld not have astonished me more, had 
you said, that you did not pique yourself upon payins^ 
your debts, and acting with common honesty in the 
world. Alas ! Sir, your boasted principles will not se- 
cure happiness in heaven. I entreat you in the most 
solennn manner, to examine yourself, and ascertain 
whether you be in the faith. , 

Neighbor. — ^Whatdo you call faith? 

Believe?*, — The Scriptures teach us, tliat " foith is tha 
substance of things hoped for, and the evidence of things 
not seen.'' He therefore, who truly belieyes in the Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Spirit, carries within him a lively 
demonstration of the Almighty's presence, which pene- 
trates him with sentiments of fear, respect and love, for 
a Being so powerful, just and good. He possesses an jii- 
ternal evidence of the affection of that Redeemer, upon 
whom alone he grounds his hope of Salvation ; and he 
discovers in his heart the moat indisputable testimony of 
the sanctifying and consoling operations of the Holy 
Spirit. Tell me then, since you boast of having receiv- 
ed the Christian faith, have you ever experienced those 
s ilatary effects of faith, which I have now described ? 

Neighbor, — If that demonstration and that lively rep- 
resentation of which you sf^eak, are essential to Christian 
iaiih, I must confess, that to such a faith, I am a perfect 
stranger. But the writing of Saint Paul, whose defini- 
tion of faith you have just c4ted,.are generally looked up- 
on as dark and mysterious^ I wish you had rather quo- 
ted Saint John. - 

BelieveP. — I doubt Sir, whether you Wrll gain any 
thing by such an appeal, for the Apostle declaree, that 
whosoever believes that Je^us is the Christ, is bom of 
God. You perceive Sir, that according to this Apostle, 
t'aith is a principle eS grace and power, suflBcientiy forch- 
ble and victorious, to re^nerate and make us partakers 
of the divine nature, enabling us to tTiumph equally over 
the most seducing, as welt as the most afflrcting occur- 
rences of the world. . Hav^ you obtained, or have you 
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ever sought the faith af which) such excellent things arc 
spoken ? 

Neighbor. — You emharrass me, I never heard the least 
intimation of such a faith in this country. 

Believer. — lodeedy Sir, you labor under a gross error, 
you will find this faith plainly set forth in the Hdvetic 
Confession. The Christian Faith, (say the pious minis- 
ters who composed that work,) is not a mero human o- 
pinion or persuasion, but a state of full assurance. It not 
only gives a constant and clear assent to, but also com- 
prehends and embraces the truths of God, as proposed to 
us in the Apostles' creed. By this act, the soul unites 
itself to God, as to its only, eternal and sovereign good, 
and to Christ as the centre of all the promises. Have 
you then this divine persuaiiion, thrs full and Complete 
assurance of the truths of our Holy Religion ? Have 
you been baptised with the Holy Spirit, and do you 
km>w any thing of the New Birth ? 

Neighbor, — -I have an undoubted persuasion, that the 
vvoi'd of God is true, but how may 1 absolutely deter- 
mine whether or no, I possess much or little of the faiUi 
you have reference to ? 

Believer. — If you are possessed of faith, you have some 
experimental knowledge of those happy effects of that 
grace, which the same confession enumerates. ** True 
laith restpres peace to the ifoiweience. It procures a free 
aec68S to God, enabling us both to approach him with 
confidenfce, and to obtain from htm every needful bless- 
ing. It retains us in the path of crbedience, clothing as 
with power to fulfil our several duties to God and to our 
neighbor. It maintains our patience in adversity, aiKl 
disposes us at all timefl to a sincere confession of our con- 
fidence. To sum up all in a single word, it produces 
every good work*" 

Let it be observed, (says the same Confession,) that 
we do not speak of a pretended faiih, wiUeh is vain, inef- 
fectual and dead, hut of a living and effeetual £aitfa. This 
is a doctrine which Saint James mentions, as he speaks of 
a vain and presumptive confidence of which some were 
known to boast, while Uiey had not Christ living in them 
hy means of faith. The Neighbor expressed some sur< 
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prise at this last remark, and acknowledged his ignorance 
of the whole matter. His clock striking ten, \ve left 
him, and about a year afterwards he died, not a true, but 
a nominal Christian only. 

Do you wish to liv€ and die as this neighbor did, and 
lose your all ? I must think yoa do not Turn then to 
God, while life, and health, and strength are yours. 

The Holy Scriptures, the Ministers of Christ, call up- 
on you to turn, the Spirit and your conscience cry turn, 
and will you not obey the Call ? Methinks I see you 
nod an assent, and hear you say I will. 

Commence your return without delay, cogitate on 
death, judgment and eternity, pray fervently and without 
ceasing, and God will meet you in mercy, will pardon 
your numerous offences, and impart to you the riches of 
his grace. 

What are your hopes beyond the grave ? How stands 
your account with God ? I very much fear, if you were 
iww called upon for an adjustment, a long and awful fa|i- 
ance would appear against you. If you were now sum- 
moned to appear before heaVen's tribunal, my apprehen* 
sions lead me to believe, you would stand as a condemn* 
ed criminal, and the awful sentence of " depart ye curs- 
ed,*' pronounced upon you. 

When your body is diseased, you apply to a physician 
for relief, and are you more cgreful and mindful of the 
morlal than the immorlal part? Your soul is dis- 
eased and polluted, therefore make speedy application to 
Ihe Great Physician, to remove the disease. 

Procrastination is dangerous, delay is murderous, no 
longer halt between the choice of good and evil. Apply 
to the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, for a tho- 
rough cleansing from the least and last remains of sin and 
pollution, and ever make this Triune God the object of 
your faith, adoration and confidence. 

This may be the last letter I shall ever write you, and 
under this impression will now close, by bidding you an 
affectionate farewell. 
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MEDITATIONS. 



A, LOVE OP THE WORI:.©, 

I presume the fact will not be queatioifed or denied, 
that all animate beings, from the King on his throne to the 
beggar in his tattered garments, are pensiiS^ers upon the 
'bounty of a beneficent Ptorideiree, to whom the Human 
Family owe an allegiance which no earthly potentate jean 
claim, and to whom they shoald nerer cease to ascribe 
praise and honor for the numerous and multiplied bless- 
ings he has, and does (continue to beatow npon ail his in- 
telligent creatures. 

He has blessed a portion with' wealth inexhaustiUe, 
others with a moderate share, and others again, withia 
sufficiency to live above the frowns and cares of the 
world, having comfortai>]e dwellings to shelter them from 
4he cold and heat, the tempest an^ ^e storm, and from 
the rays of a burning sun. 

In due season, our bountifal Benefactor Causes beaVen's 
liqtiid to descend ^n copiod5 showers to water x>ur earth ; 
»the vegetable creation springs forth and yields abondantly 
for the use and benelt of man. He who never ^sle^s 
^nor slumbers, is ever mindful of the diversified wants' of 
his people, whom he supplies with a liberal' hand as our 
wants and necessities require. He^nds arain upon the 
just and the^nja8t,4ie does good to all, whether his oi* 
Satan^s. aerraat8,.and vpoa his^careand Prbvideiice, their 
very existence depends; and In the besfowment of these 
valuable blessings^ he evinces that anspeakableJ^ve whidl^i 
iierbears for his rebellious creatures. .. 

ImpFesscd with these auUirae truths of his love, for, 
and his parental carc-towards tis^ whose earthly eiisteAee 
is but short an4 fleeting^ we fhould-studiDusly avoiil pla- 
cing our afibetionstoQ^ntantljir upon the things of this 
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world, which will perish with it in the general confla" 
gration ; but as prebationera for eternity, we should re> 
ceive with grateful hearts the blessings and comforts 
which we unmolestingly enjoys* as emanating from a kind 
and affectionate parent ; ^s strangers and pilgrims oti earth, 
our treasures should be in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust can enter to eat, corrode, or in any manner di- 
minish their -value. Oar 'hearta and liopes should be 
fimly ^veid on .iio£»ding glories, an4 undy^ng/blesmngs 
in the Mf)per world, whe?^ God the Father, Son and 
^JSpirit) in et^oal glory dwell, 

. It its o0t within thp boujads of possibility /of man to 
jerve God and mammon at the. Msm^ time ; the two oppO' 
«ite« ean nej^r harmdni^; their na.ture or essmice, (if 1 
may so'iSpeak^) aire ^o unlikei in their effects^ the ootholi/ 
and the other unhofyy that to s^rve. both would.be the 
grossest folly, and would expose a stupidity bordering on 
in&ddity. Those who^are the loyal subjects of theSiog 
Emanuel, who are the devoted followers of the Prince 
of Peaee, muiBtbe^'dead to the world, and that unto tbein> 
and in passing down the.stream of time, they should lend 
Glistening -ear. to the {Udeemer'^tf voice, bidding and per- 
suading them to look above its delusive scenes. 

The love of the ^^locld has been the laiin of xnillions, 
and I tremble in silent awe when I reflect, that it is a 
rock on wbiehimiUiools mere will be wrecked. He who 
wishes to-esoape etranal death, and desires eternal life, 
should carefully wateh against,, dnd. avoid cherishing too 
great a f»ndnea8,;too warm an attachment, for the world 
•and its imaginaiy pleasures.. • To use the l^guage of a 
iavoriteiut^cR*, the world is Satan's gt^nd temptation; 
if that bait fiaurl, he has nothing more alluring or bewitch- 
ing to present, but alas I he ia too often sueceissful when 
h6 throws oiit the fatal bait, wUch a major part of man- 
kind find pleasant to their corrupt tastes, and which they 
. awallow with the. same greediAess as a hungry malt his 
morsel.' If we' are bound by those ties whteh vnite mtn 
to hia Mak^r, to return enr tbsuzhsand gratefulacknowl- 
eAgements for tenxpoi^ai blessings, ho w^mUch greater, and 
more exhausUess should our love and gratitude be, for the 



unspeakable gift of his only Son^ (begotten in mercy for 
his fallen creatures) who became an exife from his home, 
assumed our nature^ was a ^^tnah of sorrows and acquain- 
ted with grief/' and after years of toil, died the ignomini- 
ous death sf the cross, that man might become reconciled 
to God, and appease his divine wrath and just displea- 
sure ? Is there, or can thercibe any 'other theme that we 
could dwell upon with more rapture and delight than 
this ? That although he wa«( rich in- the possession* oi 
heaven, earth and all things therein, yet for our sakes he 
b^eame so poor, that he had not where to ky his bead ; 
although he was liiat God, who spoke a world from 
Bought, and sustains it by his power ; yet he emptied 
himself of his gl9ry,- and condescended to Jl^ecooie the 
babe ofBtthUhtmy to fulfil all righteousness, that through 
his atonement the sin imputed to, and the curse entailed 
upon us by Adam's transgression, might be washddaway 
and removed. ^ ... 

Oh ! for fais love, let Saitits and Angels npg^. 
Let man rejoice, and let ^ praises ring, 
Through earth's wide bounds, and with them tell, 
The Hiatchless goodness of En^anuel. 

««Love to the world rules within anjl governs the 
heart, and if for the sgike of profit, pleasure,, or ease, we 
ftre kept paui fr?^ accenting Jesus Christ as our Saviour, 
we bring reproach upon Ws Otoss, ana* tran^pf^ if f t^ n^r 
polluted feet the blood of the everiftitting covenant, hf 
which we are cleansed fronj the lea$t and last reiQainei! ef 
sin. 
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MEDITATION IL 



. THE SjJlME subject CdNTINUED, 

Mankind being carnally ininded, they possess a much 
stronger attachment ibr the world, than they do for the 
Lord Jesus Christ and his Gospel ; they ar&.ftlaves to sin 
and prefer daiJiLoess rather than light, because of their 
obstinatQ'wills and corrupt afieetipQa Saint James, ad- 
yertipg to our love for the world, ileclare^ it to be ennoi- 
lywitb God. 

^Pik(^ Temarks, that the love of it and its riches are the 
moat fatal of ^ins. It was this which actuated ^Jjudas to 
iHitray hi9 liord aUd best friend ; it was this which influ- 
enced Ananias and Sapphira to lie against the Holy 
Ghost, thereby incurring, a sudtjien and awful death as a 
reward for their base duplicity ; it was this which tempt* 
ed Absalom to head a conspiracy, for the purpose of 
supplanting his father David In the government of Israel, 
but ere he could execute his dark^ and fiendish designs, 
he fell a victim t6 His own rashness attd folly. 

It is in eonsequentje of a love for the world, that hun- 
dreds and thousands in tlii» our ddiyapo$tatiz^ asi Uiak* 
shipwreck of their Sijiils. Perhaps it were better, {if I 
may be allowed the liemark^) that ail^oeh had never been 
bopn;^as their apostac^ will but enhance their guilt and 
wretchedness, and sink them deeper and deeper in the 
gulf of torture and pain. 

The writer above alluded to, who must have been weU 
acquainted with the mainsprings of Theology, further 
observes, that this sin is peculiarly dangerous, in as much 
as it is peculiarly insidious. It steds into the. heart as 
by magic, and deceived the soul it enslaves^ 

The turpitude and danger of this sin being so appa- 
rent, Christians of every grade and name must carefully 
watch against and pray without ceasing for deliverance 
from it ; they should view it in all its hideous forms, in 
al] its delusive shapes, and escape that death which it5 



irotariefi wfllUe d06iiied>h> flttfier^ zihIms they ^repent of 
thaty with other sins committed against God, tiiie creator 
and sHstainer of all: things. • -^ ^- 

■ it oanndlf ba dsnied^-'thiit tjila 8i«h)s^t&e.iBrosl4angisroas 
aad dfistiluAtivfe to* tb9^aoiti»: becaune jitrrbegots Ml^r^, 
whiiiviuereaae-the eD«rmity 4)^.ouriCriiBes,-aR^ drive: us 
froiXLGodi H is'folly adfikitwdae^ to ^i%ue ;a course 
difierent^irointh^t 'marked^ out by the-^BiUe,' but we are 
by^natai^and practice so ^in6il aiid^ depraved, tbat^St 
seem« impo^iU«r Ur pursue the right, - and until we- are 
traosibrai^d by thiB riefievviii^Qf puiLiifiiQds, jumlil we ean 
cry c4A^.-FaM.<r,tfithvtli^ spirit of tpu* €bri$tjia,i96, tile 
god of this wqM \\'d\ rxsiga uaooi^troU^d iu our hearta,^ 
and g^Y^rn CMT , thoughts and- afiliaivai . - • •- ., * " . 

. We.ai^e theworitinun^iip ^i a«i>:Alongbtiy^ hah*^-:we 
are His by creation, prese7'vation and 7^(iempiivu^*^n^ 
tliey*vKho.wi9h tt>ve$Qap^the.pai»s and peofthios of the 
seco>j'4 death,. must aeyer €ease.,t©,jH'ay la be made; his 
by adoj^tj^ji wd.^r^flp; aAd ^.Ws- "'han 4. i^oaot shorten- 
ed th^th^ c«(Q t>oi sa ve, o^thi^* Ih$ eartb!aaKy*4b%(lbeciti»< 
not hea^/^ pray^ .axdQAt^.whwb ep«*is,h€i[yqb,L9hould.Jie 
oiTered upfpr d^QubXe prntioau^f his'Sj)lrit,,to giiid^ anddi- 
.rect tben^i^ t^ejDalh.of J^Qliness.4fidjlayev^ftdfQr faitk.ta 
enable them ^o pursue wiUi;a.fitbady and UJfiway^ring step, 
their joi^rney, to the heai^nly Pan aaBi,4ke promised lajiHiL 
They ^tjpuldraealous^y ^deavpr ^aobtStin>OJiri^i0n;per* 
fectiau, aj|d liJk^ Davi(l^,d.^cla,rcrii> Ibe siOiQeiiHy <jt- their 
Jiiearts, Tiie l4jftrd.i^;our'.,shi«jd^^.our:st«»ngtb> "our song, 
and has become our salvation j he is our ':^heph0rd, W€ 
shall wai>t no jpkitual nc4':tej8Qporal..Wessi4jgi!,4f we ask 
for the^miD ^tb^ not doubting his. wilUogu^s^'tQ. bestow 
thein*upoa us,.ia hi^ apppinit^d tinaev,. - 4. . ' ! * ■ 

There are so ma^y. passag^^ -of -Holy Writ 5\rhieh ar^ 
so encouraging to Chnstiang,,^^ : J!^ cagpnot ccjHJ^cture 
why, or how it is, that so i3f)au^.Qf.that clas», approach a 
throne of grace with s^ch app«pdni*> 8iipil»e«ies», lind act 
as if they are troubled with^doubts and halr^sed by fear^i 
as to the reception they may m^et wrth ofr their Approach. 
This unbelief and inconsistency shdultf be Speedily Fe^ 
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moiled from the beavt, or approAcbes to Deitjr will be 
unavailing: 

The Uessingi which have been granied to prayer, 
clearly illustrate its* tmrik and importance. The records 
of sacred history prove ftbundantly^ that Oo4 liean and 
answers prayer WBen utHared with apure iieart, and fer- 
vency of mind. Abraliaai prayed for Sodom, which 
would have been saved from Reaven's vengeance, if ten 
rlgfiteous sotlls could have beefh/ouad in it His servant, 
sent to obtain a suitatde spouse for his son Isaac, prayed 
for directiott, and was gutdad-to the lovely Rebeeca.^ 
The piagues. of Egypt were repeatedly removed by Mo- 
ses' prayers for that ill-fated coOntry. Hy prayer, Dan- 
iel's life was preserved from the fiiry of the lions; and 
Hez&iah raised from a b^d of sicknesir, and fifteen years 
added to his life. 

In the Apostle^' daysyilie efficacy of prayer was ex- 
enipUfied in the preservation of mwitttudes who advoca- 
ted the cause of the Lord's Christy while they prayed, 
^hovah listened^ and in due time granted their^ petitions 
and rescued them from the power and malice of wicked 
men and devils. If we draw hear to Gipd, he will draw 
near to usf his reconciled countenance will rest upon us, 
and alt oth^srs who obey, love, and fear him ; he will be 
onr compassionate Saviour in sickness and in health, in 
weal or in woe ; he is none other than a God of mercy, 
who Willeth the dealh of no man, but would rather that 
nil wooid ombraae his gospel and Kve under hts smiles 
and protection.' * 

The least semblance of worldly affections most be ob- 
literated from our hearts^^-ev^ry species of sin must be 
washed from our souls, if we wish to l^aure a .happy 
immortality beyond this vale of tears-^ 

** He thou, oh Levi ! by night, by iSsy * 

My gfuUte, iQy guaM from fliii, 
-> My.IUe» aagr trait^ my hope and stey,* 
r And ksq^ i^e pave widiin*^ 

Oh! ma^ my maAMifimiibfi^maag^ * 

Of fldth lUMrettiad jum, 
TiU atihe gate of Heaven it sings, 

'Midst Ught irom Paradi«e/' 
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MEDITATION III. 



THE IMPORTANCE OF HUMILITY. 

Among the many Virtues and amiable iraits of char- 
acter ^whtch ^he diaerplea of the Lord Jeaus should pos- 
sess, or zealotidy todeavor to obtain, there is nope moie 
important, and VftAch appro*6hes nearer to perfection, 
than hnmanii^. 

It is certainly one of the most prominent of the Chris- 
tian graces, and without it,- evangelieal rbligton cannot 
eidst in, or foe ah inhabitant of, the soul of any man. 

This grace is nothing more nor less than entertaining 
lowly views of ourselvisS) wHieh well become sfnftil and 
dependent ereatures^ and ke who claims it as his own, 
manifests towards 6od resignation to his divine wiM, pa- 
tience and submission under -his chastening, -and content* 
ment in any situation he thay p>lease to place us in lifer 
]^ exhibits ilself m a multiplicity of forms : first, by 
esteeming otbees iMfer than ourselves ; secondly, by 
forbearance and forgiveikess when injtH*ed and insukeft — 
by kindness to the meanest ^objects of compassion ; and 
thirdly, by benevolence that imparta good in secret pla- 
ces, and jblushes whcen its actions secure applause from 
men. 

By nature, this disposiiioit does not exist in the human 
healrt, " tpkick h decnffnl aiave (xtt fhingty and despe- 
rntely wicked f* ovs the contrary^ pride is ready to in- 
trude itself upon us in a thousand forms*— it entices us 
into sin, and unless ive arfe armed with the whole gospel 
truth and simplicitv, we shall live and die the servants 
of Satan, and fiialiy perish /brevcr. 

Humility ne^^er fails to find a place in the affections of 
the good tnan ; hts. esteems It of ihore impoftajice than 
gold or silver; it calmly and quietly pkces itself at the 
feet of JesdS) s^nd learns instructive lesdons from hlm-:-^ 
suoh^iesBons as will be an anchor to the sou) while clothed 
in mortality ; and which will shine as a crown of un- 



fading glory in Heaven, "when this mortal shall put ori 
immortality. ^l!hoiit3^4nkiJSi^ fir'S&iit^ossible to s^rve 
God acceptably. It has always been, and it ever will be, 
an enemy to pride ; which" Tenders m-an impatient ^ die-* 
iatorial, and supercilious under reproof — tiie two prin- 
ciples-^aftnot^act togeliicr^iti'^lie saime'bi*eafet-^eitiier the 
one pr.the^Qtl:^^ Iflft^st^giijlAe. pm^^.nejLio^ :..;.^he^;fi^sti by 
jjface.iofu^ed.Ja the ^9uls\theAi^co|i41>3f.ft^ attainment 
fpr the wprt^ ^pd its^ pjeasureg^ana, yaniti^J^.*; - -, • .» 

. Tla9:.li,yzriWe minded man.tbankfplly reeoivesTt^e faith- 
ful and timely admonitions and reproofs c^^'J^i^ Chfis^iaa 
Ji'ien^s.;. tl«B,]|T'^uA.«\aA ?esiftts,jw^/€^lin^s.Qf ^v^o-^flth, 
the friepily tjeay^g-of \lv)^e ty, wjioflst he if suj^rqunded 
wlien acimbaislji^ci for his faults.,^ Krhft,caimQtj..,t5yr'^9y 
sti*a^em or ,aKti$ce pf, hi3..pwnji rleny-tl^e,feui.t^-with 
whiqlvbe is .ch^rgp^^ p^'ide j^ivme^djktejy .fli^s^tphi^ rejiief 
andep^fiJY^Jrs^to (te,vJ3e.pxpjse.fQr hjs guiltj^nduilblysh- 
ingly :ba'ings.to bii ^jd.a /alse^ .fifijl, r«y//p;^ phil(ii|9l>hy to 
&^stai^ hii^iahi^sj^erniciouapfincip^^^ Pridejo ^ress, 
is- a predomiMnj sin in m/in^ .^l^arts ; ,aOjr ^ it gonfim^d 
t9"an^ particular age.Qr.>px,.but aJJ whp adm'ir^.the^sh- 
ion's oX tlie world;^p^tipip*ate. ii^ .tj^eyi i9.tJ!ieir,.Qwn des- 

' I conceive. it^noi, a,. ^matter .pf^smaU impprj;, to^ wqtck 
and^^u(^ipusjy gii^rd a^aiiMl,j^Wc?e_iB^ja)|p^ 
cbrifegs tji^.word of JIq^ i^^ not xejufate the shap^of 
a bonnet, of \be» cut oi a coat \ 3'et it enjoins up6n us to 
avoid jth^ C<>ll4e^, a^d ^e;xtray;9^fipci^s qf ;Uiq wpjddj ^nd 
assume l^h^ cp^'tvHiiie ci£'&ip:^Micity-S^odj}(ai^oes^V H^ 
is.copterited.witfe a.ueQep^, but prifle ipduW^., itself .i^;i 
costly *"(\nd,*.supei:4ui)u^ ^ppar^l-— tJbe^jorie, i^ |ieasing^ to 
God, aiid consistent with bis'~.\s{TlU tlie other ^jrifur and 
obnoxjoui^.and^ts. headless: narticipants wiU^ia th^ day 
of final retribution, have .to- cvvi5 lan . account of Jtbeijc m- 
dulgenciegf and.fplues. . , > .. ^-^ s ^,., ,, • ., 

Pride i^j]iot^onl^^f;ry,|/j.but^, /(^^^^^ the ya- 

truths whjTcK ire afemefui^y/'vijt^'ed' Jxy. its agency tp 

shield its yotarifes'YrOjii rg.nominy apajdi^'acq^.f t i^ ^s6 

dishonesty as, it cau^s. ^persona to cpr^rjait^/debts wJiicU 

^they are^not ai^le tp'jpayj naerelji fpr the'_purpose oflceep- 
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ing up the appearance df grandeur imd high liying^ which 
they cannot, in the nature of things, k>ng sustain. 

Not so with humility, which grasps at nothing beyond 
its control ; it reaches after the substance, and leaves the 
shadow to its own fate ; it is the esqence of every thing 
amiable^ and those who practice it, have nothing to fear 
from the scoff and malice of an ungodly people ; it is an 
armour which will shield them from the attack^ of tKe 
enviousj and they can, with a pious indifference^ look on 
the frawns and listen to the revilings of their en:einies 
Without dread or alarm. It should he the aim and object 
of every accountable being to live as he would wishia 
die ; he should ever have * the fear of God hefore hxvx^ 
and should not offend in thought, word, or deed. This^ 
in the Utei'al sense, is true wisdoi^, which is the humble 
.maR^s safe^guard and ancher while sailing from an earthly 
to a Heavenly port. 

The prayer, of the humUe man will ev^r be-r^^^ creates 
within me a clean heart, oh ! Lord, and a right spirit re* 
new within me-s-*ca9t me not away from thy presence, 
and take not tl)y Holy spirit from me*'' The prgud, on thip 
other hand, wish only for the pleasures and honors of 
earth ; they seek and ask not for tbiit boupr which com^s 
from God, but ai*e satisfied with \ii^gewgaiDS^Tii amuse-* 
ihenis of time and senije.' '^The young man who is the 
slave of his passions, has often a misgiving that hilt iy* 
rants here will be his tormentors hereafter. • I imagine 
to myself, I see thp' young woman, whose deity is her 
dress, startled by the thought of the shroud and the 
winding sheet ; the merchant, the farmer and mechafiic, 
laboring to be rich, are oftentimes disturbed with the 
fear' of being poor through eternity.'* The humble man, 
with the love of God in hrs heart, has none of these 
fears to aUrm, none of these thoughts' to disturb his 
mind ; he feels his acceptance with hrs Creator, and prays 
for the salvation of his fellow beings. 

He feels more 'to see a man proud than poor, to see 
him led captive by vice than laid in irons; he is grieved 
gt the errors of m^inkind^ and weeps over their fcrilic^f 
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MEDITATION IV: 



THE SAME SUBJECT CONtlNUED. 
The proud man, with all his self-importance^ self- 
esteem, and high, mindedness, will -one day be to this 
world as though he had never been ; day after day calls 
aloud to hini to pi^pai*e for death> aiid that eternal world 
td which he is fast hastening, but he prefera sin to holi* 
nets, the path of ruin to that of safety and security. 
"Pride is an uneasy passion, and out of it grows envy, 
which is closely allied to selfishness; this last passion 
would willingly enjoy all the highest good alone ;'' bat, 
when it sees others prospering and more favored and 
caressed, it indulges in the topmentin^ repiningii of envy, 
which the humble man shuns as he would the most 
deadly poison, or an enemy whom he knew thirsted for 
his blood. *■.••■ . I • 

' -Humility is benevolent and^nerous in its associations 
with mankind; it supplies the naked with clothes suita- 
ble to their wanti^; it feedff the hungry, and cheerfully 
aias in some way tt dthsr the SfCk ^n A diseased. 

** On the contrary, ptme « is' GrJST :;! ^«a* ; It fll!!!! 
no pity to those whom it can contrQl; it Uves on the 
hard-earning of others> and cares for nothing else but its 
pwn aggrandisement 

Prompted by pride, ambition wades through seas of 
blood, and -beholds, with.a careless eye, the fajl.of Em- 
pires and myriads slain, that it may acquirer fame and 
pow.er ; it was pride, urged oo hj its twin-sister an>bi- 
tiou, which prompted the Corsican to wasj^ war against 
the nations of Europe, that his name ml^t descend to 
posterity as a mighty conquerer. His ambition for a 
wHile was satiated in the subjugation of millions of hu- 
man beings ; but, in lapse of time, by the providence of 
Gad, he was_ hurled froni his throne of power and usur- 
pation, and made to know and feel that he was but mortal 
man, whose destinies are in the hands of omnipotence. 
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It was thiswhidh made an Alexander shed i profiudoa oi 
teardy because be had not a second wocid to coiiiquer ; it 
was this^ added to the Cruelty of the blackest east, which 
Caused the tyrant Nerp to apply a torch> t» Reme^and 
then to smiie at> and look with a fieDdiskindifbrenee oil 
lis dreadful ravines; 

Pride and anvoition are the oAspriags of all aational 
wars and civil ^mmotions ; they urge the imperioui 
man to hazaord his Itfe^in single comhat^ on what he may 
conceive ^^the jieid qfJionor" for some supposed injury 
or insult he may have received from hid fellow man; 
they sanetf on tl^ commission of every erime which can 
be committed either under the dark shades of night, dr 
in the q[>en day, ki violation of divine and human laws* 
So long as I remain in the flesh, 1 shall endeavor to 
bring ^eoAon and JSeyelatian to my aid in working out 
my salvation on gospel terms ;.pride.and ambitiptt) with 
thewhde catalogue of vices which- mankind oomtnit, I 
wish to ei^hange for the Heavenly graces which, in all 
stations of life, adorn and beautify the. Christian dMoae- 
ter and elevate i^ to jeys immortal and unseen. JVIan, 
the noblest of his Creator's works, wa» placed on earth 
to serve him- in t^pirit and in truth ; to be. happy so long 
as his probationary i^e existed, and then to be recQived 
loto everlasting habitations to which all are invited to be- 
come inhaltttants; but alasl he has* been* guilty 4)f the 
basest ingratitude hy wantonly and wickedly rebelliif|; 
against God his King and Sovereign, trampling ^nder 
foot His holy laws, and setting at naught IJis oounsel, 
thereby incurring his divine displeasure, and heaping Hp 
wrath against the day of wrath and final Judgments 
But the man who has. weaned his affections from^the 
world and eapthly objects, and has jdaced them upon 
Heaven end its invaluable tr^asuj^es, lives in p^ce with 
his. God and his own conscience; he is reigned to the 
will of his HeavenljrBBreht, and murmurs at none of Jtis 
dispensations { ^ontinintent^ ibunded upon thepramises 
of the BitJe, imparts a tranquility of eoiil which the 
world cannot give nor take from him } it turns his water 
into the most palatable wine, his pennies into pounds, hui 



i*ough)y Qonstructed cottage into a palace, and converts a 
bare 4uxppij into abundant plerttf. By it he is supported 
binder dil afflictions ; he can. triumph in his troubles, and 
in his eonfflieta with fhe world, the flesh and the devil ; 
he-holds hwttofkB^ Bure word of prophbcy^^ on which 
lie boild» his hopes of hapt>iness beyond the'grave. Saint 
Paul, alluding to contenifnentf declares it to be great 
4gm, eonseqoently to the good man it is of more value 
thaathemiser'sheapffof gold and silver; unmindful of 
injQries dene him by his fellow-creatures, the good man 
endeiavdrsto set the part of a GiniHian philantkropkist 
in^ali he does; he views mankind as his- brethren, and 
whether belorod vnd.eiitettmed, it matters not ; Ae loves 
«nd esteems -foErJesas'* sake — 'being assured that according 
to Ms' works, wdiik in thi(^esh> he will he judged at the 
bar »f a just knd impartia) Ood. 

These eMisideratipfis, which are in ihtir nature impor- 
tant and Mreighty, should at all times create an alarm in 
the sinner's Iieart,and awaken, him to a proper view of 
his danger; he stands on-slippery ground, and on a preci- 
piee»lar more dnngeroiis than his contracted mind can 
^possibly imagine or conceive; one stjsp, either to the 
right or left^ would precipitate him into perdition's gulph, 
from whence all his criea for mercy and Uheration eaanot 
liberate him. The humble Christian iji determined to 
lni(»w nothing but Christ, and him crucified. A divine, 
of greatoelebrity, remkrk5,that ^^ Christ crucified, is the 
library which triumphant souls wiU be steadying to alt 
eternity." \ 

-^Fiit« is the medicine of the soul lyhich 'cures all its 
^maladies &nd distempers. Other knowledge makes mens' 
•mends gid4y snd turgid ; this settles and composes them 
'to<th» truest View of themselves, and. thereby to^humiii- 
tftion and sobriety ; othor knowledge leaves mens' hearts 
• as they -fafuncl' them ; this pmrifies and makes them better. 

Th4 Isqrd of lif« was humble. When he visited our 
world, he appeared not as the son of amon^rch, but a 
cai*penter; !«& ehose .for a. birth plaee tiot a palace, but 
thetobleotaa inn. Why then should I be proud or 
highminded? Lofd>.mak0 me hutnble in h^a^t, soul 



and miad ; may I live with a conscience void of ofience 
towards God and man ; and when I die, may I be receiv- 
ed into Heaven, to reap unsAillied joys in the fields of 
the blessed. 



MEDITATION V. 



ON DEATH. 

When I look abroad into the world, and particnTarly 
those parts which I am most conversapt with, scenes of 
sorrow and distress are every where to be seen^; the 
i^plendid palace and the humble cottage are alternately 
visited by them, ahd neither the one nor the other is ex- 
empt from their intrusions. 

Sometimes the grim monster, in his general devasta- 
tions, seizes upon both parents as his prey, and takes 
them from a family of helpless orphans ; at other times 
the blooming youth, the apparent support of his fond 
and aged parents, falls a victim to his relentless hand and 
is snatched away from their affectionate embrace. But> 
under such heavy and almost insupportable afflictions, 
who will act so unwise as to dispute with the Author of 
his existence, whether he cut down the tender plant just 
emerging from its native bed, or break and prostrate the 
tree just bending under the weight of many years? It 
is hard for human nature to persuade fond affection to 
remain silent, or be resigned under the loss of beloved 
friends ; either task would be difficult to accomplish, and 
many would sink under such a ponderous weight of grief, 
if it were not for the comforts and consolations imparted 
to the Christian by the mild and gentle influences of our 
holy religion. Our corrupt natures sometimes rise in 
Vebellion against the acts and deeds of the MJMt High / 
but the question may be readily propounded, whether 

Jv 
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have I hod more interest in^ or should feel more coH" 
eern for my nearest and dearest relations, than for God ? 

By what tie should one* individual be more closely 
connected with another, than, the Creator of both? 

What should we pray for at all times and under any 
circumstances, but that the will of God be done ? 

Yet, when any branch of my family or myself is af- 
flicted, I would then have my will preferred, to the will 
of God. * I brought nothing into' the* world when I en- 
tered its threshold, hence all I have, and my very self 
are his to be disposed of, when and as he pleases; he 
never will forget my wants and wishes, but will remem- 
ber and have compassion on me even in my afflictions. 

As I was made to serve and glorify God in my life 
and in my death,^ why not glorify bim in the death 
of my friends ? Christ died to save them from the curse 
of the violated law ; and why should I give a license to 
an unwarrantable grief at their loss, when I know they 
have died in him and are gone to receive the reward of 
their fidelity and attachment to him. and his cause ? An 
excess, of grief here, betrays my want of love to God, 
my relations, and myself; for, if I Ipve God, I should 
rejoice in his will being done with me and mine even 
until death ; if I love my friends, I should be made hap- 
py in possessing a knowledge that they have left a world 
of pain and sorrow, and been raised to one of bliss and 
happiness ; if I love n?y own soul, 1 must bless God for 
taking them away from the evil to come, and to prevent 
me from sharing too much of my affections among them^ 
and from forgetting \h^ chief lest among ten thousand. 
Life and death, earth and Heaven, time and eternity, are 
all thine own, thou God of wisdom and power. Ho^y 
can I, aonsistently with a due sense of my own mortal- 
ity, lament" the loss of my friends and dearest relations, 
whose happiness must be complete— having exchanged 
this mortal state .of existence for an eternity of peace and 
joy? They are far beyond the reach of all sorrow, min- 
gled with temptations, disappointments, and afflictions ; 
and oii that account shall I be comfortless and forlorn, 
and like as one entirely and altogether forsaken-? By no 
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means. Reason and the word of God, when critically 
examined, will assuredly drive into utter oblivion all such 
inconsistencies. 

Though our earthly ties, which hind us by a three-fold 
cord, are dissolved by death; yet, our relation, in a spir- 
itual sense, does hot end, it cannot end. • ^ 

Though they are in Heaven, and we upon the earth, 
yet we claim them as our kindred, and anxiously look 
forward to the time when we shall be permitted to 
join them, and be made one in heart, mind, and soul. 

Human life taken, or -viewed in any sense, is but a. 
dream ; doubtless hundreds and thousands havje already 
found it so; and the whole &imily of Adam will, one 
day or other, find it so. 

The vanity of this world must be visible. to the eye of 
tlie most Careless observer ; bui:,as I have already remark-: 
ed; a large portion of mankind act as if they were to live 
forever, or when they die,' to be accountable tq no being 
greater than themselves. Death, when sent into the world, 
pities no age nor sex, hut is.steady to hi&purpose^ faithful 
tpbis'charge^ and cannot be corrupted. 

Those of my kindred who die as the righteous die^i are 
made happy when they leave me; and I should, without 
a murmur or complaint, disrobe myself of all selfishness 
and be happy in losing them and returning to God their 
best friend. I must not — I cannot — sorrow as those do, 
who have no hope ; but ever bear in mind, that in a little 
time the station in life that I now fill, will soon be vacant ; 
soon my flesh will be made food for worms, my bones 
crumble into dust and mingle with theirs, and wait the 
joyful ^ound of that trumpet which will summon every 
happy slumberer to immortality and bliss ; that trumpet, 
the sound of which will strike terror and dismay in the 
hearts of many, will shake the whole earth to its centre, 
and in loud and terrific peels proclaim a.general resurrec* 
tlon. 

May Godever be my God and Christ my Saviour— ^ad 

When earthly toils and cares shall cease. 

And life wiith me shall end, 
May I ascend to realms of peace, 

Aod with them one eternity spend. 
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MEDITATION VL 



THE DEATH OF THE WICKED, 

The righteous and the wicked live a different lifb^ and 
die a death diametrically opposite to each other. 

Methinks I s^e a dying felfow-mortal tojsing and rol- 
ling from side to side under the acute pangs of some acute 
disease ; sleep denied him, in consequence of the inexi 
presdible agony of the body and mind, calling often and 
in deep toneft of distress^ for aid from his physician, but 
in vain. 

Every power is invaded, every part of his perishing 
system is besieged, and the king of terrors appears un- 
willing to grant a moment's respite ; yet, in this awful 
situation, we hear no expression of sorrow or regret for 
past sins, no penitence for his transgressions ; not one 
word uttered relative to bis eternal state, of his immortal 
soul, nor one request for mercy from &od through Christ 
the Saviodr and Redeemer of sinners. This vain, per- 
ishing world, when in health, was all his eare ; perhaps 
thought of nothing but the present, and dn^posed of the 
Juturtj as best suited his corrupt nature , as he listed 
he lived ; as he Kved, he died. As the tree grows so it 
falls ; then may I live to, and for God, and die in his 
love ; grow to and in grace while a tenant of this prison 
of clay, and fall heir to Glory and immortal bliss when I 
be released from its dreary walls. Relatives, friends, and 
spectators, are much concerned to see the sufferer writh- 
ing under, and contending with, the agonies of death ; a 
sympathetic feeling pervades each heart, and every groan 
he heaves, tells them that the moment of hi? dissolution 
is fast approaching, is. nearer at hand ; but they look no 
farther than the scene before them ; they do not weigh 
the consequences to his soul hereafter, which is so soon 
to appear at the bar of his neglected and insulted God. 
The contest between his soul and death Increases ; the 
attack becomes more violent^ and strength to resist it is 
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gradually weakened ; his friends now call earnestly for 
prayers to be offered up in behalf of his sinking soul ; 
but, alas ! they discover it is too late, for God cannot be 
forced or driven into friendship with the man in his last 
moments^ who has been all his life his enemy, or Heaven 
won for him who never sought for it in the manner pre- 
scribed in his Holy Oracles. 

Yet, prayer is a duty to the last ; though it is danger- 
ous to procrastinate and grieve too much the Holy Spirit ; 
it is absurd and unsafe to dwell in carnal security; which 
will eventually end in the soul's destruction ! 

At length the awful and tremendous moment arrives ; 
amidst unutterable horrors and agonies, he reluctantly 
yields up his life to the griTn monster ^ becomes a lifeless 
i:orpse, falls a prey to sin, is made a companion of devils 
and damned spirits to all eternity. 

In the midst of his torments he can exclaim : — 

Oh ! cursed, cursed sin, traitor (o God, 

And ruiner of man, mother of woe, 

AfKl d«ath, and Hell, wretched, yet seeking worsen 

Polluted most, yet wallowing in the mire. 

Most mad, yet drinking frenzy's giddy cup, 

Depth ever doepning, darkness darkning still 

Folly for wisdom, guilt for innocence. 

Anguish for rapture, and for hope despair. 

Destroyed, destroying in tormenting, pained, 

Unawed by wrath, by mercy unreclaimed, 

Thing most unsightly, most forlorn, most sad« 

Thy lime on earth is past, thy war with God 

And Holiness. — But who, oh ! who, can tell 

The uiircpentablo and ruinous thought9. 

Thy sighs, thy groans, who reckon thy burning tear». 

And damned looks of everlaitting grief 

Where now with those who took their part with thee, 

Tliou sittest in Hell, gnawed by the eternal worm. 

To hurt no more in all the holy hills. — Pollock. 

His attendants give vent to their grief in a flow of bri- 
ny tears ; they dress his stiflening limbs, and shroud his 
mortal body; they prepare it for the silent grave, and arft 
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totally ignorant of the situation of his soul, and the na- 
ture of his reception at the impartial bar. They fondly 
hope the best ; but that hope, though a delusive one, is 
sometimes well calculated to allay sorrow and grief, and 
reconcile the bereft to the loss of relatives and friends. 

All as it were in a moment is hushed ; the tears of 
grief and sorrow are wiped away ; their countenances be- 
come calm and composed, and they deem it presumption 
to look beyond the precincts of the grave ; but 'iny im- 
agination, more alive to the subject than theirs, follows 
him yet a little farther: yes, I must claim the right of 
peeping into Eternity, and through the Telescope of rev- 
elation, see him brought and arraigned before the bar 
and there accused of having lived and died without God 
in the world — a slave to sin, and an enemy to the Son of 
righteousness. 

Awful thought, horrible reflection! His doom js a 
final doom ; the vengeance of Heaven now falls with ten- 
fold heaviness upon his guilty, naked soul; the vials 
of wrath are emptied upon him without mercy ; he is 
precipitated into the gulph of torture and woe, "where 
deep he sinks below my venturous thought.'^ 

His friends refresh themselves and comfort one another 
'till they recover their usual mirth and jocundity ; but 
not so much as a drop of water is allowed to cool the 
parched tongue of the miserable sufferer. 

Their sorrow gradually abates, and recollection loses 
its keenest stings; but his anguish never abates; it is 
ever on the increase. In lapse of time, our remem- 
brance of him rots into oblivion as his clay crumbles into 
corruption ; but wrath never forgets its prey ; vengeance 
never forgets to afflict. Still my sympathy would pene- 
trate the dark abode of misery and wretchedness, and 
look with pity on my damned acquaintance — my once 
fellow-man. JNliserable soul ! where is now thy accus- 
tomed mirth and merriment? They are all fled forever, 
never to return to afford you the least particle of comfort 
and consolation. Thou art now, wretched man, where 
sympathy cannot avail you any good ; where commisser- 
ation and pity from your friends, and hope for yourself 
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cannot enter ; it Is thy final and unalterable doom; thy 
fixed slate ; thy day of grace is past ; the hour of mercy 
has fied forever ; a final finish of sin has been made^ and 
an eternal death is the awful consequence. 

Under the influence of these meditations, let me turn 
my voice to the sons of men of every grade and name ; 
a few more years and weeks, and your state, like hisy 
will be fixed, unless you abandon the paths of sin and 
folly ; cease to do evil ; take the Bible for your guide and 
instructor, and it will lead you to the fountain of living 
water — to the Cross of Calvary. 

Will you venture to sport upon the brink of ixiin, and. 
sin away your precious time, which should be employed 
in acts of obedience to the laws of God, by which you 
may secure an interest in the Saviour. 

'* Remember there are no offers of salvation beyond 
the grave ; there is no clemency shewn where it cannot 
penetrate ; there can bar no godly repentance or sorrow, 
for sin in the pit of destruction.'^ 

If I had the language of an angel ta assist me, and the 
eloquence of one of the glorified seraphs at my com- 
mand, I would willingly use them in warning my fellow- 
creatures of their impending danger; I would entreat 
them to take speedy refuge under the Cross of Christ ; 
I would sound the alarm as far as my warning voice could 
beiieard ;, awake from your delusive slumbers; repent 
while life is given you, or the vengeance of God will sink 
you to perdition, where a guilty and harrowed conscience 
will ever be sounding in your years, " you knew your 
duty, but you did it nof 

The wealth and honors of the world cannot save the 
soul ; they will fdrsake her in the hour of death, and 
will add to her misery ; they will cause the worm to 
gnaw more greedily, and amid«t her anguish, he will be 
doubly tortured by the repetition- of the fearful declara- 
tion — " you knew your duty^ but you did it not.'' 

Oh ! man, your" wicked ways forsake, 

No longer sin against your God, 
To life and righteousness awake, 

And walk the peaceful^ heavenly road. 
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For you the Saviour groaned and died, 

He calls — do not delay, 
A crown of glory ho'll provide. 

If you hia call obey. 



MEDl rATION VII. 



THE FORGIVING AND FORGETTING OF INJURIES. 

There is no duty more forcibly enjoined upon the 
sons of man, by the Saviour of the world, than the one, 
to forgive our enemies, and forget the accumulated inju- 
ries done by the wicked and envious, either on character, 
property, or feelings. 

This principle is admitted to be noble and magnani- 
mous ; but, from the opposition which that duty meets 
with from within, I fear it will be found too arduous and 
diflScult by many to perform, and beyond the control of 
natural man to discharge. Nature, unconnected with her 
imperfections, would probably make less resistance to its 
mandates ; but the duty is too God4ike and divine, and 
approximates too near Christian perfection, to admit of 
no resistance from the depraved heart of man. There 
are many in the world, who are actuated by a revengeful 
spirit ; and while they remain under its influence, un- 
blushingly injure their neighbor in one way or other ; 
and their names can scarcely be recollected without those 
injuries, springing up afresh in the minds of the injured, 
presenting themselves in all their hideous forn^S; as if 
they had happened but yesterday. 

There is nothing more true, than that the spirit of re- 
venge, which, grows out of w/i/br^/ve^ze*^, endangers our 
peace and quietude, and should not have a seat in the 
breasts of rational beings. The precepts of our holy re- 
ligion^ should ever be the rule and guide of our actions, 



which are critically watched and observed by an ^tl- 
wing Eye. An unwillingness to discharge this impera- 
tive duty, exhibits and exposes, in its naked deformity, 
the rancor of the mind ; and, unless speedily eradicated, 
wiH drive us deeper into sin, and in a final banishment 
from God and Heaven. But let nre for a moment com- 
pose my mind, deeply impressed with the subject, and 
reconcile it with the duties of Christianity. The whole 
law hangs on this — '^ to love God and my neighbor as 
myself; to serve him with my whole heart, and to do all 
the good I can to others.'' 

My neighbor is not he who has rendered me signal 
services, or who may have relieved my wants and ad- 
ministered to my necessities ; for such, the worst of sin- 
ners love and admire ; but every individual by whom I 
m&y be surrounded, should be the object of my care and 
solicitude, whether he approaches me as a friend or an 
enemy. The Lord declared from his holy lips, that if I 
am reviled, I must not revile again ; if 1 am .persecuted 
and slandered, t must pray for my persecutors and slan- 
derers; if they curse and^ d^spitefully use me, I must 
bless, and though they rise up and war against me, and 
thirst for my blood ; yQt, when they yield thftniselv-^ 
prisoners tq my mercy, I must not slay them, but protect 
and preserve them, and supply their wants with an un- 
sparing hand. Now, if I thus behave myself with the 
men of the world, and treat them thus kindly, how should 
. I behave towards Gqd's people, who are jusOy called the 
salt of the earth. Christian philanthrophy can readily 
give a correct and^ seasonable answer to this question, 
which is a probiemnot sufiicient to solve. 

Again ; should a trifling difference dismember a bond 
that is firmer than fiesh and blood. Most assuredly not. 
They can never harm me much iq tpqridh/ things, who 
are for Christ in spiritual^ and though the old man 
between us should Wrangle and disagree, yet, in the new 
man, we should foe steady and devoted friends. 

If this contention, which our corrupt natures may h&ye 
engendered, should cause a separation for a time, our jqy 
at nfeetiqg ^g^i" ^^ A*i^<)4a; will be doubly enhancec) ; 
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our pleasures multiplied at the recollection that all ani« 
mosities have ceased, and, by mutual consent, been buried 
in the grave of forgetful ness. 

- One truth is very evident — we cannot live like angels 
in this imperfect state ; depravity has no alliance with 
holiness; neither can sin be allied to purity ; the one or 
the other must predominate in every heart, and act as an 
incentive to obey or disobey the commandments of God. 
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MEDITATION VIII. 



THE SAME SUBJECT CONTlNltEl). 

t should rejoice if the inhabitants of the earth were 
ft'iends to the Bfibe of JBethlehem ; ihen would national 
wars and civil commotions cease ; no wranglitigs and 
commotiops heard among societies and individuals; 
peace and harmony would tlien pervade the world ; the 
rich, the poor, the peasant and the lor<l would meet on 
one common level, and live together like brethren — "for 
with God, there is no respect of persons.^' 

In such a society, and amongst such a people, I should 
delight to dwell ; our every effort would be to promote 
the cause of Christianity ; truth and holiness, which will 
be our support in time, our best friend in death ; and all 
differences (whether of a religious, civil, or political char- 
ac,ter) would be swallowed up in the ocean of perpetual 
love. It is one of the peculiar traits of creature mariy to 
differ upon almost every subject ; the different denomi- 
nations of Christians have each their separate and distinct 
plans to disseminate the ^^unsearchable riches of Christy*' 
the truths of his gospel ; yet, on the main and important 
question (the conversion of mankind,) there is little or 
no difference of opinion j then, in the name of the Great 
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High Priest^ with hearts of brgtherly love, with Chris- 
tian fellowship and feeling, let i3s rally around the stan- 
dard of the Cross, and convince a wicked and infidel 
world, that we can live like Christians — march together 
in one solid phalanx to the attack ; fight under the same 
banner, till wewin the Crown purchased by the shedding 
of blood, without which Heaven could not be won, nor 
Salvation be made possible. With kindred souls no love 
is lost, no friendship marred ; with hearts burning with 
love for God and man, we «hall pass down the stream of 
time in peace with bur consciences ; we shall be enabled 
to repel any and every attack which the prince t)f dark- 
ness may make upon our souls, to capture and destroy 
them ; power will be given us to work out our salvation 
on gospel terms and limitations; and as many of the 
heavenly graces will be imparted to us, as will be neces- 
sary to secure a safe retreat from earth to Heaven, when 
death shall summon us to the unseen world. The Great 
Physician has promised to heal our maladies ; to succour 
us in our tribulations and trials ; he will never leave nor 
forsake us, if we discharge our duty faithfully. 

He is around our bed, and about our path ; he observes 
every symptom of distress, and will not suffer it to harm 
us, or rise above our strength ; he knows how mu<5h we 
can bear, and in proportion to our strength are we tempt- 
ed ; and temptations, trials, and afflictions, are common to 
feeble and dependent man ; and which are permitted to 
assail and harrass us, for the purpose of testing^the sin- 
cerity of our hearts, and \o isoeiPtain the depth of our 
faith. If I had not the religion of the Bible to support 
and sustain me, and a hope strong and full of immortality, 
my feeble nature would shrink from the contest, and my 
soal would be exposed to the shafts of the enetny, who, 
as a ravenous wolf, is ever on the watch seeking whom 
he may destroy. 

Our line of duty is plainly marked put by the finger 
of unerring truth; we must \valk in that path with a 
steady pace; with a firm and constant step, if we wish 
the light of God's countenance to rest upon .us in time, 
and in the hour of death. 



No duty, whi^h iir found on the catalogue of his Com- 
mandments, must be left unperformed; all muftt be dis- 
charged faithfully ; and if we die in his service, we shall 
be numbered among angels and just men made perfect 
I beg leave, in a spirit of charity, to impress upon. the 
minds of my brethren of every name, the necessity of 
forgiving and forgetting injuries of every kind ; erase 
them from the tablets of your heart, and conquer pride, 
anger, and revenge. Fix your eyes steadily on that feli- 
city which shall be enjoyed in Heaven \ entertain no dis- 
position of mind, which you would not willingly discard, 
and gladly divest yourself of, when death knocks at the 
door of your clay tenements, and bids you prepare for 
yoqr departure. 

Some men glory in riches and the honors which they 
receive from the world, others in noble ancestry, talents, 
and learning; but ypu, who-are the salt of the earth, 
must not ; yea, you cannot glory in any thing earthly, 
but in the Cross of our Lord and Saviour, who, for our 
sakes, became so poor, that he had no place to lay his sa- 
cred head ; who surrendered his life, to appease the 
wrath of his father, that we might be partakers of his 
own glory, which he had before the foundation of the 
world. 



MEDITATION IX. 



ON PRAYING FOR UNBELIEVERS. 

T have been, through life, an attentive listener to the 
complaints and murmurings, and an humble observer of 
the actions and general demeanor of mankind ; many of 
whom seem to pass down the current of time, as if they 
had a lease for their lives on earth, or, when they die, to 
rei^in forever in the bosom of tbe grave, and acoounta- 
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ble to no being greater than themselves. This is xjer- 
tamly, in the very nature of things, one of the most stu- 
pid ideas that ever entered the head and biased the 
heart of nian ; it is one of the most dangerous princi- 
ples by which he can be influenced ; it is a rock on 
which 'he will fall and be crushed to atoms, unless his 
reasoning faculties point out the danger and warn him of 
the consequences. To avoid the direful consequences at- 
tending such an unwarrantable course of life, we who 
are more mindful of our peace in, this, and our happiness 
in the world to come, should strenuously urge the neces- 
sity of a firm belief in the doctrines of the gospel ; we 
should warn them of the imminent danger to which they 
are exposed. 

Exhortation, in rapid succession, should be dealt out ua- 
sparingly, to induce them to ackno wedge their allegiance 
to God, and be adopted citizens of his kingdom of grace. 

We should urge the perusal of the sacred pages of 
the Bible with unwearied attention; its beauties and ex- 
cellencies should be explairied in such a plain and lucid 
njianner as will engender, and then leave serious impres- 
sions on their hitherto beclouded minds, which may event- 
ually become clear, and all doubts as to its authenticity 
totally eradicated. The devout christian must project 
plans, and devise measures, to divert their minds from 
earthly vanities, and place their affections on religion 
and God, who is alone competent to change their vila 
hearts and fit them for Heaven. Every sinful gratifica- 
tion, every inordinate passion, should be supplanted by 
an ardent desire to act well our parts, as rational beings, 
who are amenable to Gad for every thought, word, and 
action. 

Among- the multiplied benefits resulting from the pos-. 
session and -enjoyments of religion, we can declare that 
it regulates the .mind,, softens the heart, and qualifies the 
^Om\ to sustain herself under the shock of the most poigf 
nant afflictijons. In her journey through life,she can brave 
all dangers, stem the torrent of persecution, and defeat 
every nefarious effort to destroy her peace and-comfort. 

We are informed, from sacred and oJther histories, that* 

L 
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from tbe earliest dawn of Christianity, persecutions of i 
the most dangerous kind alternately arose, which had for 
their object, the total annihilation of every thing that 
pertained to religion and the principles of morality. 

But God, the avenger of his peoples' wrongs, extended 
his all-powerful arm in their defence. Looking down 
from his majestic throne with indignation upon the wicked 
actors of these wicked scenes, he arrested their puny 
arms, disfranchised them of their ususped power, and 
hurled them from their seats of infidelity, and numbered 
them among those wretched victims who inhabit the 
abodes of devils and infernal fiends. It is in vain for 
man to wage war with his Maker, and haughtily refuse 
to comply with his terms of reconciliation ; it is in vain, 
wUh so feeble a force as he possesses, to fight under any 
other banner, but the one which was erected on the hill 
of Calvary. It should he the duty of every individual, 
whose sins have been pardoned, and on whom God has 
bestowed his grace and "love, to pray fervently for sin- 
ners of eveiy grade and description. Christiana of every 
name should, unceasingly, cry in thefr careless and stub- 
born ears, the impressive language of a piou« Poet : — 

Stop, poor sinners, stop and think, 

Before you farther go ; 
Can you sport upon the brink, 

Of everlasting woe 1 

Hell beneath you gaping wide, 
« Vengeance waits the dread command, 

Soon he'll stop your sport and pride, 
^ And sink you with the damned. 

Where the undying worm will feed and fatten upon 
your souls, and, as fuel, they will keep the fire of hell 
forever burning. 

Among the proud, the giddy, and the gay, there are 
many to be found who glory in, and boast of their high- 
born ancestry and noble pedigree ; but, in the ittipres- 
fiive language of the devout Hervey, they will have to 
drop those Jofty and high-toned pretensions in the hour 
of death, and in the grave, will be compelled to acknow- 
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fedge relationship with loathsome worms, and measure 
arm§ with the meanest reptiles. . 

Their hardy and well constructed bones, in lapse of 
time, moulder into dust, and their souls doomed to know 
and feel tRe realities of an unending eternity. 

To those individuals above described, in connexion 
with all others who know not God, 1 will only remark, 
that the day is fast approaching, when they will have to 
stand befoje an insulted Jehovah to be judged, and there 
sentenced to such punishment, as their crimes in this 
world will merit. They should remember, while they 
have life and health, that God is a sin avenging God ; 
that he does not, nor will not, look on sin with theJeast 
degree of allowance. They should not forget ihe soul- 
humbling truth of the sentiment expressed by the Poet 
concerning the world, its pride and. honor : 

« A little pomp, a little sway, 
. A sun-beain in a winter's day, • 

Is all the great, the mighty have f - 

JPeJween the cradle and the grave;" 



MEDITATION X. 



MORALITY, PIETY, AND if OLINES^. 

The soul who has been convertedj and who has drank 
copiously of the water of life, will testify to the fact, 
that there is a wide difference between .what is called 
morality, in the literal sense, and that piety and holiness 
>yhich the Divine Oracles teach and recommend. 

The moralist may be regular in his visits to the holy 
sanctuary ; he may assist in performing all the services 
of the church to. which his predilections may lead him, 
yet, ijf be is nptacquainted with the n^w btrth^ and been 
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baptised from abovCy his pretensions to a holy life will 
prove as deceptive as his worship has been pharisaical. 

He knows nothing of that change of heart so essential 
to his well-being, aod' on* which depends his everlasting 
all ; he takes the shadow for the . substance, and hopes, 
by a round of cold and formal ceremonies, to gain the 
favor of God, and work out his salvation in his own way; 
but this hope, like the ive'li, which secures its supplies 
from the uncertain clouds, will fail him in the trying hour, 
and leave him a prey to a guilty conscience, and the hor- 
rors of the second death, which tl)e unregenerated are 
doomed to suffer. A tale, which may be true or false, 
relates, that a poor man, who had turned his back upon 
the world, retired to a cave near the summit of a lofty 
mountain, where he might give himself wholy to God in 
prayer, which duty he performed to the edification of his 
soul and the good of his body. He viewed, with pleas- 
ure, the beautiful scenery around his lonely habitation; 
he listened, with delight, to the sweet notes of the woody 
songsters, and heard the peasant's whistle as he returned 
home from his daily labor, and envied not his peace. 

All was then calm and quiet, and with a mind stayed 
on his God, pondered, in silence, oh the work of hi? 
hands ; but, on a certain day, a .most awful convulsion of 
the heavenly bodies suddenly arose; the sky became 
dark and lowering; the wind blew with relentless fury, 
and prostrated the sturdy oaks which disdained to bend; 
the people, who lived in the country around, alarmed for 
their safety, ran in crowds. to this good man's cell, be- 
lieving that he was able to protect them in their distress, 
because he prayed otien, and lived a holy life. 

** My friends," said he, " be not alarmed ; for dread- 
ful to me as to you would have been this war of nature ; 
but I have viewfed, witlr calmness, and with care, the 
works of God, and am under no fear, because I am as- 
sured that his mercy i^ equal to his Justice.''* 

Is this the pious reasoning of a moralist, or he who 
confides, in his own strength and righteousnegs? 

Does it speak the language of him who loves God and 
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the world, by turns, and who worships him with a lip 
service only ? Certainly not. 

He does not as this poor man did, or any other of the 
truly pious, present his body a livin^^cri^ce, holy, ac- 
ceptable unto God, whicli is his reasonable service ; in- 
stead of being transformed, by the renewing of his mind, 
that he might prove what is that good and perfect will of 
God, he is conformed to the world, and puts on morality 
as a cloak to conceal his hypocrisy. 

The experience of every converted Christian,- whether 
Jew or Gentile, refutes this absurd idea, and demonstrates, . 
beyond all controversy, that they who build upon this 
foundation, must fall beneath its ruins, and remain forever 
crushed under the ponderous weight of their guilt and 
pollution. The hope of the moralist is confined within 
the narrow limits of- his contracted heart; but the Chris- 
tian's hope, unfettered by any thing earthly, ascends to 
Heaven, and 'with an implicit reliance on the merits of 
his Lord and Savour, he commits himself, and all he has, 
into his holy hands, dies the death of the righteous, and 
is received into imperishable habitations ; while the mor* 
alistf 9ind the self-righteous, hre driven away in their 
sins from the peaceful presence of G od, and from the glory 
of his power. 



MEDITATION XL 



ON THE- PROSPECT OF DEATH. 

A writer, who wielded a vigorous pen, in his niedita- 
tions on the prospect of death, makes the following beau- 
tiful remark : — " A dispute has long existed between my 
mortal frame and death ; and, though I have long main- 
tained the struggle with a life subject to disease and pain^ 
I must at last yield to the universal conquerer, and he 
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borne to the house appointed for all living.'' To the man 
who is prepared to die, the prospect of death has no ter- 
rors ; neither does H create a sadness of heart, or alarm 
the soul ; he knoW0 he has to die, and, with Job, he knows 
his Redeemer lives ; and when the hour arrives, in which 
his soul will be separated from her associate, the body, 
he enters undismayed in the dark and lonely valley, which 
is his ^ate-way into the abodes of light and life. A 
momentary gloom may indeed hang upon his brow as 
nature is sinking ; she may struggle in the last pangs, but, 
as life and the world recede, the disclosing glories will 
scatter every gloom, and the hitherto unknown realities 
of the upper world be exhibited to his view. His diseased 
body may toss and tumble on his death bed, but his hope 
is fixed within the veii. Weeping and lamentation may 
attend his lifeless body to its dreary mansion, but his de- 
parted soul shall wing her flight above, to join in the ev- 
erlasting song of praise to God and to the Ltamb ; to God 
for providing a ransom, and to the Lamb for shedding 
his blood to redeem him. 

Christ will be to him a shield and lamp in the night ol 
death ; hence dissolution itself, though it be terror and 
darkness to evil doers, is joy and peace to all whom 
God has adopted as sons. The prospect of death must 
excite feelings of anxious care in Gvery mind, and an 
awful dread of the future's reality ; the thought, itself, 
apart from the certainty, should arouse every son and 
daughter of Adam to repentance and faith ; the loud and 
repeated calls from the sacred oracles^ the pulpit and 
the^at;e, speak a language intelligible and forcible; 
and, unless those calls are penitentially answered, and 
the language profitably understood, a terrible destiny 
awaits. all who will liot answer nor understand. 

There is no subject coming within the range of the 
human mind less thought of, and reflected upon, than 
death and its consequences; and yet it is indubitably the 
most important It embraces within its illimitable grasp, 
every thing valuable in both worlds ; its meditations reach 
the summit of celestial enjoyments, where the righteous 
sit in quiet and peace, or descend to the dark caverns of 
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the damned; who lie among fiends and ghosts, and who#e 
companion is the undying xvorm. To him who has 
spent his life in God's service, death appears as a friendj 
and not, as many apprehend, an en^iai^. Doctor Good- 
man is said to have exclaimed in his last moments-:-" Oh ! 
is this dying ? How have I dreaded, as an enemy, this 
smiling friend;'' and doubtless Wesley, Whitfield, Ben- 
son, Fletcher, and Clark, with a host of others, who 
might be designated, met death as the pious Doctor did, 
and left the world in peace. 

On the other hand, the wicked dread the prospect of 
death, and his approach is accompanied with indescriba- 
ble horrors ; the gnawings of a guilty conscience harrow 
up their souls, and remind them of the doom whicli 
awaits them. 

They begin to pray, and implore the prayers of oth- 
ers ; but, alas ! it is too late ; neither theirs nor^the pray- 
ers of their friends, can avail any thing; they die in their 
sins, and to Hell they sink, to be tormented in the unex- 
tinguishable flame. Man was created to be happy ; but, 
in consequence of his sinful nature, he has preferred 
darkness to light, the pleasures pf time, to the joys of 
Heaven : and his evil deeds declare that the worm-wood 
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and the gall, are more palatable to-his polluted taste, than 
the water of life, which flovvs in gentle streams from God's 
holy and unfathomable fountain. 



MEDITATION XII, 



AND YE ARE WITNESSES OF THESE THINGS. 

This passage of scripture may be found in Chapter 24 
and verse 48 of Saint Luke, and was uttered by our Lord 
to his Disciples after his resurrection 5 and, from the con- 
cluding part of the chapter, it maybe reasonably inferred. 
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If was but a short time before hiil aseenston into Heaven. 
Well knowing tha^ by nature, man was frail and imper- 
feet, he frequently reminded them that a firm relianee, 
and unshaken faigi- in him, as the Messiah, were two of 
the foundations on which their salvation was built ; he 
declared that, without a full and free acknowledgement 
of the prophesies relating to him as the Saviour — the 
Gad-man who should appear — no one could be a subject 
of that kingdom he came to establish, nor enjoy any of 
its blessings. He often informed them, and the multi- 
tudes who attended his ministry, that he came into the 
world, not to do his own, but the will of his father who 
sent him ; from time to time he reiterated in their ears, 
that his Kingdom was not of this world, but was sent 
into it to establish one of righteousness and faith ; and to 
accomplish this stupendous work, it was necessary he be 
made a propitiatory sacrifice, by which a free and full 
pardon would be granted foi* the sin in which we were 
involved by the disobedience of our first, parents and 
representatives. 

It may be asked, what were the things he alluded to,* 
and of which his Disciples were witnesses ? 

In the first place, they witnessed the astonishing mir- 
acles which he wrought amidst his enemies and persecu- 
tors, by a word of his mouth, which ' gave utterance to 
nothing but what was good ; the dead were raised from 
their slumbering beds, and restored to their afflicted fam- 
ilies, by that power with which he spoke a world from 
naught; the blind were restored to sight, the deaf to hear- 
ing, the dumb were made to speak and glorify God for 
his compassion and kindness ; the lame received strength 
to walk and leap for joy ;. devils were cast out of those 
who were tormented with them ; and diseases of every 
kind healed by this benevolent physician. They wit- 
nessed the holy tears which he shed over incorrigible 
Jerusalem, and heard him groan, in spirit, at the unbelief 
of a world he came to save. In the seooo^d place, they 
beheld his agony in the garden of Gethsemena, and heard 
the deep sighs he heaved £»x. the sins of mankind, which 
were heavy and grievous tQ. hie Auman imture n but 
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the strength whicK his 'divinity imparted, sustained him 
under their weight and pressure. To the hase duplicity 
of Judas, and the hour he was betrayed into the hands 
of his eneniies, they were witnesses ; to Pilate's bar they 
saw him conveyed -as "a lamb to the slaughter ;*' they 
heard the sentence of an ignominious death pronounced 
upon him ; and, by a worthless mob, led to Calvary, and 
there crucified as a malefactor, and ope unfit and unwor« 
thy to be an inhabitant of earth. 

At that moment, when he proclaimed, ^' it is finished,'' 
and life's pulse ceased to beat, the Sun withdrew her 
light ; and nature, unwilling to behold the agonies of her 
expiring God, around her threw the mantle of darkness, 
and mourned in sack cloth. 

The earth trembled to its centre, and ponderous rocks 
were moved from their places- by this awful convulsion ; 
the dead, who had for years slept undisturbed in their 
graves, arose and testified that he^ who had just expired 
on the Cross, was none other thaq God's Vicegerent — 
the long-prophesied Shiloh. In the third place, they 
witnessed his resurrection from the griive,in which death 
in vain strove to confine him ; and, during the many in- 
terviews with him, he imparted such instructions as they 
required in discharging the duties of their vocation. 

He renewed his commission to preach the gospel to all 
nations, declaring emphatipally, that those who would 
believe, and shew, by the external rite of Baptism^ that 
an internal change was felt, should be saved ; but, on 
the other hand, all who died in unbelief, should be 
damned. Endowed with wisdom from Heaven's library, 
and aided by a penticostal shower of his holy spirit, the 
Disciples of our common Lord went forth with hearts 
burning with love and zeal for their master, and fear- 
lessly proclaimed those infallible truths which he bad 
with such beauty, power, and -energy, urged upon the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. 

For proof of their succesa in promulging these truths, 
a reference can be had to the Acts of the Apostles, Saint 
Paul's Epistles, and others who fought^ bled, and fell 
in th$ gospel field. In the fourth and last place^ aft^r 
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havings as ^ faithful ambassador^ secured a treaty of peace 
and reconciliation between the King of all nations and 
his rebellious subjects, which he signed and sealed with 
his life and blood ; after finishing the arduous labors of 
his missiTon, and establishing his kingdom of righteous- 
ness on earth, they witnessed his ascension to his own 
native clime, where he reigns co-equal with his father, 
and is worshipped by hosts of angelic spirits. 

From that to the present day, he has called and com- 
missioned *dpostlts to teach and expound the doctrines 
of his gospel to the generations as they appear on, and 
recede from the earth. • To doubt his promises, would be 
to doubt his existeape ; the thunderings of his word have 
been heard from sea to sea, from river to river ; and, if 
we may judge from its rapid spread, the sdund of his 
gospel will salute the ears of those who inhabit conti- 
nents and empires. May the time speedily arrive, when 
the whole world shall be converted to God ; then broth- 
erly love will pervade each heart ; peace and harmony 
will regulate every bosom, and earth will be changed into 
a paradise ; and when the last convulsion of nature shall 
rock this fast-anchored globe, as the fond mother does 
her infant's cradle, and the strong-lunged Aiigel shall 
prpclaim a general resurrection, the people of God will 
be received into Heaveny where their bliss, joys, and de- 
lights will be increased, and they be permitted to behok^ 
and share it;» glorias throughout an unending existence. 



MEDITATION XIII. 



THE FEMALE HEART. 

" There is nothing on earth so charming or delicious^ 
as the possession of pure, immutable affections.'' 

TJiQ most happy moments of a man's life 5 the oiost 
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pleasurable and delightful sensations which he can poi^'* 
sibly feel, is when he receives an avowal of afiection 
from the idol of his heart, the prid« of his soul. 

" Nothing in this life can be more pure, more devoted, 
than soft woman's love ;" it matters not whether it be 
confined to a lover, husband, parents, or friends, it re^- 
mains the same unquenchable flame, which nothing but 
death can extinguish. It is conceived (and the concep- 
tion is a just one,) "that woman's love is jnore priceless 
than Golconda's rich gems, and far more devout than the 
idolatry of Mecca.'' If I had <- the choice to make, I 
should rather be the idol of one unsullied, unpracticed 
heart, than a Monarch on a throne, or a Prince arrayed 
in all the gewgaws and trappings of a spurious royalty, 
which fade in their using, die with their votaries, and are 
incarcerated in the same grave, never to be disinterred to 
enslave and defile the good and virtuous ; " I would rather 
possess the pure, the impassioned devotion of one high, 
one noble souled and enthusiastic femak, than the syco- 
phantic, the hypocritical fawnings of the multitude ;" I 
would rather receive the blushing smiles and approbation 
of her, whose heart is warm, whose soul is ever alive to 
the wants of the needy and distressed, than to possess 
the wealth of far-famed India, or the inexhaustible mines 
of the Peruvian Empire. 

The female heart, under the immediate influence of 
religion and virtue, is certainly the purest «nd most val- 
uable of all earthly diade»ns, and outweighs a universe of 
pelf. She feels for others' woes ; and, not content with 
imparting blessings to those around her, her immortal 
mind expands, and she looks abroad for objectaof dis- 
tress, who are made the recipients of her benevolence 
and charity. Such a heart surmounts all obstacles ; over- 
leaps all barriers which intercept her path .of duty. She 
seeks out, and with a countenanee beaming wi^ Chris- 
tian charity, she enters the poor man's hut, and with a 
benevolence which Angels admire and love, supplies the 
wants of the indigent occupants. 

She is a pattern for the young to imitate, and the old 
do her justice, by bestowing thcmeed of praise on such 
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benevolence and charity. In her devotions to Deity, she 
is consistent/devouty and sincere^ and rejoices in a well- 
grounded hope of flourishing in immortal youth and 
beauty, after the lamp of life shall cease to burn. 

Her worth and merit will long languish around her 
tomb, reluctant to depart, and will be a theme on which 
the Christian philanthropist will delight to dwell, long 
after her body shall have mingled with its kindred dust. 
Virtue is to woman what an honest fame is to man ; and 
so ioi^; as she retains it, she is beloved and esteemed ,* but 
divested of it, she is poor indeed — so poor, that the treas- 
ures of ^n empire 6ould not erase the stain of inconti- 
nence from her charactw. Not so with man ; he can do 
what a virtuous woman dare not think of doing ; he can 
tarnish his name and brighten it again ; he can scale the 
walls of every barrier ; overleap all obstacles in the grat- 
ification of his lusts, and still hold a rank among his fel- 
low-men ; but, if woman violate any one of the estab- 
lished rules of virtue, she is .forever lost, and. infamy's 
grave receives her as its deluded victim^ Oh, virtue! 
how amiable; how endearing thou art-^the hand-jnaid oi 
religion ; the companian of her joys and comforts ; the 
sharer of every felicity ; thou shinest as brilliant and as 
bright in the intestine as in the public works of life ; 
thou art the adoration of the good of every clime, and 
thy -superior execllenee extorts from the bad the meed of 
a just and merited praise. The woman whose heart is 
made the^ seat of every virtuous and pious feeling, has 
nothing to fear from the intrigues and cunningly devised 
artifices of tha debauchee ; her virtue ,and piety will be 
a sure passport to the haven of unceasing repose when 
she dies, and the only security against ' falling into the 
gulph of infamy and disgrace while living. 

Methinks, if my much valued friend Duncan were uni- 
ted to a being so amiable as the one described, the i^sidue 
of his days would be spent in the calm sunshine of hap- 
piness and peace. With her, the path of life would be 
checkered with every pleasure and enjoyment which the 
unsati^ed mind desires and seeks after in wedlock's 
bonds; a beneficent Providence would jsmile upon^ and 
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watch over them in weal or in woe ; protect them through 
dangers seen and unseen ; and when mortality shall^ by 
an irrevoca^ble mandate, be exchanged for immortality, 
their congenial spirits would ascend to Heaven, to spend 
and enjoy together an eternity of bliss. 



MEDITATION XIY. 



ON SEVERAL SUBJECTS. 

The longer I live in the world, the more I see and am 
convinced of the vanities and gross inconsistencies which 
a large portion of its inhabitants heedlessly fall into iii 
their search after honor and fame, which, like the hue on 
beauty's cheek, will sooner or later fade, and, as the 
morning dew, disappear and be lost amidst the sable 
shades of unrecalled forgetfulness. When I see many of 
my fellow-beings around me, racking and torturing their 
brain to invent new and most judicious plans, to amass a 
superabundance of this world's pelf, I am ready to infer 
that their minds are diverted to nothing beyond this 
world ; but are confined to certain prescribed limits, over 
which they wish not to pass, until death arrests them 
in their mad career towards self-aggrandizement. 

When I reflect on fleeting time, my mind is naturally 
led to enquire into the character of its great Author, and 
to search into the mysteries of a mysterious Providence ; 
but, the more I think and meditate, tfie greater the mystery 
appears, and the deeper I sink into the labyrinth of con- 
jectures relative to the handy^work of an all-powerful 
and self-originated God. 

Time, which is past and gone^ is lost to us ; it cannot 
be i?ecalled ; the present is but lent ;. yet, they are the 
same to Him, who has existed through an eternity which 
is past,.and will exist. the same unchanging, unerring Be- 
ing through an eternity which is to coqie. All classes 
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approbation^ one touch of his love to the heart, is of 
more worth to me, than the love, approbation, and ap- 
plause, of a congregated world, and that vast number 
multiplied by the millions who have passed from the 
earth, and those yet unborn. 

Clothed with unlimited power, and possessing infinite 
wisdom, God promises life and salvation to every intel- 
ligent being, who will seek and ask aright. The blood 
of his Son has been shed^ as a pledge for the fulfilmeut 
of his promises ; and can I doubt the words of his mouth ? 

In his efforts to allure and seduce, Satan promises the 
good man, and the humble penitent, happiness and pleas- 
ure in his service ; but he has neither the power nor abil- 
ity to perform or fulfil any one pledge or promise. God 
is composed (to speak after the manner of man,) of wis- 
dom, purity, holiness, truth, power, mercy, and justice. 
On the other had, Satan is impure, of himself powerless ; 
but a nature tyrannical and unmerciful. 

He is the father of lies, the inventor of sin, and in 
whom dwell all filthiness and abominations. 

What, then, is my alternative ? Shall I cease to be a 
Christian ; serve Satan, and die an eternal death ? Or, 
shall I continue (as I humbly hope I am,) the faithful fol- 
lower of Christ, and live throughout eternity in those 
blissful regions which he inhabits ? 

The good and the evil way, which, in their progress 
and final determinations, lead directly to Heaven or to 
Hell, are placed before me. 

A moral ability is given me, to make a judicious, safe, 
and wise, or an injudicious, unsafe, and unwise choice. 
Which of the two should be made? The good way, 
most assuredly ; and, with the Spirit and grace of God 
to aid and support me, I shall nev^r cease to be a Chris- 
Han, 



ERRATA. 



At pag€ 75, 21st line, for *^ dtar^^ tead char proof. 
At page 85, 19th line, for ^*proctzs^^ read progress^ 
At page 85, 34th line, for " destruction^^ read in- 
jstruction. 

At page 89, 6th line, for " release^^ read relieve. 
At page 115, 5th line, for " humanity ^^^ read humility^ 
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